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CHAPTER I.

THE EARLY RACES.

By "Reincarnation" we mean the repeated incarnaboembodiment in
flesh, of the soul or immaterial part of man's nattrhe term
"Metempsychosis" is frequently employed in the saew®se, the
definition of the latter term being: "The passafjéhe soul, as an
immortal essence, at the death of the body, intdhen living body."
The term "Transmigration of Souls" is sometimes leygxd, the term being
used in the sense of "passing from one body inbdham.” But the term
"Transmigration” is often used in connection wilke belief of certain
undeveloped races who held that the soul of merespmas passed into
the bodies of the lower animals, as a punishmarthfar sins
committed during the human life. But this belieh&ld in disrepute

by the adherents of Reincarnation or Metempsychasi has no
connection with their philosophy or beliefs, thead having sprung
from an entirely different source, and having noeghin common.

There are many forms of belief--many degrees ofrdee-regarding
Reincarnation, as we shall see as we proceedhénd is a fundamental
and basic principle underlying all of the variobgades of opinion, and
divisions of the schools. This fundamental beliegflynbe expressed as
the doctrine that there is in man an immaterial &thing (called the
soul, spirit, inner self, or many other names) \Wwhdoes not perish at
the death or disintegration of the body, but wipehsists as an

entity, and after a shorter or longer intervalesdtrreincarnates, or

is re-born, into a new body--that of an unbornmfdrom whence it
proceeds to live a new life in the body, more sslanconscious of its
past existences, but containing within itself tagsence” or results

of its past lives, which experiences go to maké&sipew "character,"
or "personality.” It is usually held that the rebirs governed by the
law of attraction, under one name or another, anidiwlaw operates in
accordance with strict justice, in the directioratifacting the
reincarnating soul to a body, and conditions, itoadance with the
tendencies of the past life, the parents alsodcitigato them a soul
bound to them by some ties in the past, the lawgoeniversal,
uniform, and equitable to all concerned in the eraffhis is a general
statement of the doctrine as it is generally hgldhe most

intelligent of its adherents.

E. D. Walker, a well-known English writer on thebgct, gives the
following beautiful idea of the general teachintBeincarnation
teaches that the soul enters this life, not asshfcreation, but

after a long course of previous existences ongéiith and elsewhere,
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in which it acquired its present inhering pecutias, and that it is

on the way to future transformations which the ssuow shaping. It
claims that infancy brings to earth, not a blantokdor the

beginning of an earthly record, nor a mere cohesfatomic forces
into a brief personality, soon to dissolve agato e elements, but
that it is inscribed with ancestral histories, sdike the present

scene, most of them unlike it and stretching batd the remotest
past. These inscriptions are generally undeciplerahve as revealed
in their moulding influence upon the new careet;lie the invisible
photographic images made by the sun of all it s&ben they are
properly developed in the laboratory of consciogsrtbey will be
distinctly displayed. The current phase of lifelwaiso be stored away
in the secret vaults of memory, for its unconsciefiscts upon the
ensuing lives. All the qualities we now posses$ady, mind and soul,
result from our use of ancient opportunities. We iadeed 'the heir of
all the ages,' and are alone responsible for dwaritances. For these
conditions accrue from distant causes engenderedibglder selves,
and the future flows by the divine law of cause affdct from the
gathered momentum of our past impetuses. There fiavoritism in the
universe, but all have the same everlasting faslitor growth. Those
who are now elevated in worldly station may be sunkumble
surroundings in the future. Only the inner trait$he soul are
permanent companions. The wealthy sluggard magdbdggar of the next
life; and the industrious worker of the presergas/ing the seeds of
future greatness. Suffering bravely endured nowpaiilduce a treasure
of patience and fortitude in another life; hardshall give rise to
strength; self-denial must develop the will; tastelivated in this
existence will somehow bear fruit in coming oneasj acquired energies
will assert themselves whenever they can by the aBRarsimony upon
which the principles of physics are based. Vicesagethe unconscious
habits, the uncontrollable impulses, the pecukadéencies, the
favorite pursuits, and the soul-stirring friendshgd the present
descend from far-reaching previous activities."

The doctrine of Reincarnation--Metempsychosis--Rbebhas always been
held as truth by a large portion of the human r&odowing the
invariable law of cyclic changes--the swing of gendulum of
thought--at times it has apparently died out irtgaf the world, only

to be again succeeded by a new birth and intenesh@ the descendants
of the same people. It is a light impossible targish, and although

its flickering flame may seem to die out for a maownehe shifting of

the mental winds again allows it to rekindle frdm tidden spark, and
lo! again it bursts into new life and vigor. Theweakened interest in

the subject in the Western world, of which all kedaservers have taken
note, is but another instance of the operatiomefQyclic Law. It

begins to look as if the occultists are right whiasey predict that
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before the dawn of another century the Westerndweill once more have
embraced the doctrines of Rebirth--the old, disedrduth, once so

dear to the race, will again be settled in popfasor, and again move
toward the position of "orthodox" teaching, perhapbe again
crystallized by reason of its "orthodoxy" and agaitose favor and

fade away, as the pendulum swings backward tottier @extreme of
thought.

But the teaching of Reincarnation never has paas&y altogether from
the race--in some parts of the world the lamp leenlkept burning
brightly--nay, more, at no time in human historg llaere been a period
in which the majority of the race has not accepibeddoctrine of
Rebirth, in some of its various forms. It was se timousand years
ago--two thousand--five thousand--and it is soag-dn this Twentieth
Century nearly if not quite two-thirds of the rduad firmly to the
teaching, and the multitudes of Hindus and othetéta peoples cling
to it tenaciously. And, even outside of these pegtblere are to be
found traces of the doctrine among other racelsarbiast, and West. So
Reincarnation is not a "forgotten truth,” or "disted doctrine," but

one fully alive and vigorous, and one which is ohest to play a very
important part in the history of Western thoughtiniy the Twentieth
Century.

It is interesting to trace the history of the doxramong the ancient
peoples--away back into the dim recesses of the pas difficult to
ascribe to any particular time, or any particute, the credit of

having "originated" Reincarnation. In spite of thexided opinions, and
the differing theories of the various writers oistsubject, who would
give Egypt, or India, or the lost Atlantis, as thehplace of the
doctrine, we feel that such ideas are but attetopastribute a

universal intuitive belief to some favored partloé race. We do not
believe that the doctrine of Reincarnation eveigloated" anywhere,
as a new and distinct doctrine. We believe thgpiiang into existence
whenever and wherever man arrived at a stageelfdotual development
sufficient to enable him to form a mental concepiod a Something that
lived after Death. No matter from what source tiasef in a "ghost”
originated, it must be admitted that it is foundoaug all peoples, and

is apparently an universal idea. And, running alefitd it in the

primitive peoples, we find that there is, and ale/ags been, an idea,
more or less vague and indistinct, that somehomgesmy, sometime, this
"ghost" of the person returns to earthly existesnoe takes upon itself

a new fleshly garment--a new body. Here, then,here the idea of
Reincarnation begins--everywhere, at a certairestdigpuman mental
development. It runs parallel with the "ghost" idead seems bound up
with that conception in nearly every case. When maives a little
further, he begins to reason that if the "ghostthisiortal, and
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survives the death of the body, and returns to tigka itself a new
body, then it must have lived before the last biattd therefore must
have a long chain of lives behind it. This is teead step. The third
step is when man begins to reason that the nexislidependent upon
something done or left undone in the present Afed upon these three
fundamental ideas the doctrine of Reincarnationdeas built. The
occultists claim that in addition to this univergida, which is more

or less intuitive, the race has received more g% iestruction, from
time to time, from certain advanced souls whichenpassed on to higher
planes of existence, and who are now called thedvgsAdepts,
Teachers, Race Guides, etc., etc. But whateverbmalge explanation,
it remains a truth that man seems to have workédotnimself, in all
times and in all places, first, an idea of a "ghestich persists

after the body dies; and second, that this "ghloss'lived before in
other bodies, and will return again to take ona hedy. There are
various ideas regarding "heavens" and "hells, "umgterlying them all
there persists this idea of re-birth in some ophases.

Soldi, the archaeologist, has published an intexgseries of works,
dealing with the beliefs of primitive peoples, whave passed from the
scene of human action. He shows by the fragmentarefng and
sculpture which have survived them that there wasraversal idea
among them of the "ghost" which lived after the ypdeed; and a
corresponding idea that some day this "ghost" woetldrn to the scene
of its former activities. This belief sometimes kabe form of a

return into the former body, which idea led to pineservation of the
body by processes of mummifying, etc., but as e thik belief
developed into the more advanced one of a re-inirthnew body.

The earlier travelers in Africa have reported tate and there they
found evidences and traces of what was to thertrdage belief" in the
future return of the soul to a new body on eartte &arly explorers of
America found similar traditions and beliefs amdhg Red Indians,
survivals of which exist even unto this day. Itesated of a number

of savage tribes, in different parts of the wotldit they place the
bodies of their dead children by the roadside rideothat their souls
may be given a good chance to find new bodies ayam of the
approaching of many traveling pregnant women wlss @dong the road. A
number of these primitive people hold to the idea complex soul,
composed of several parts, in which they resenttdeEgyptians,
Hindus, Chinese, and in fact all mystical and ocpbllosophies. The
Figi Islanders are said to believe in a black sow a white soul, the
former of which remains with the buried body ansirtegrates with it,
while the white soul leaves the body and wandees "ghost," and
afterward, tiring of the wandering, returns to lifiea new body. The
natives of Greenland are said to believe in arabbtdy, which leaves
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the body during sleep, but which perishes as tloy ldésintegrates

after death; and a second soul which leaves thg bolg at death, and
which persists until it is reborn at a later tirefact, the student

finds that nearly all of the primitives races, ahdse semi-civilized,

show traces of a belief in a complex soul, anceetiof doctrine of
Reincarnation in some form. The human mind seemt& along the same
lines, among the different races--unless one holdise theory that

all sprang from the same root-race, and that thews beliefs are

survivals of some ancient fundamental doctrine-flogs are not

disturbed in either case.

In the last mentioned connection, we might mentiat the traditions
concerning Ancient Atlantis--the lost continentHadld to the effect
that her people believed strongly in Reincarnataong to the ideas of
the complex soul. As the survivors of Atlantis bedieved to have been
the ancestors of the Egyptians on the one handpfing Ancient
Peruvians on the other--the two branches of sursihaving maintained
their original doctrines as modified by differemve@onments--we might
find here an explanation of the prevalence of thetrihe on both sides
of the ocean. We mention this merely in passingd,anof general
interest in the line of our subject.
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CHAPTER Il

THE EGYPTIANS, CHALDEANS, DRUIDS, ETC.

After considering the existence of the doctrineReincarnation among
the primitive peoples, and its traditional exisi@anong the vanished
peoples of the past, we find ourselves irresistifdyne toward that
ancient land of mystery--the home of the mystia$ accultists of the
past--the land of Isis--the home of the builderthefPyramids--the
people of the Sphinx. Whether these people werditeet descendants
of the people of destroyed Atlantis, the home efAlmcient Wisdom--or
whether they were a new people who had rediscovsdld
doctrines--the fact remains that when tracing kmokold occult or
mystic doctrine we find ourselves gradually led anavthe land of the
Sphinx as the source of that hidden truth. The 8pisi a fit emblem of
that wonderful race--its sealed lips seem to intheeultimate
guestions, and one feels that there may be a wied@mswer wafted
from those tightly closed lips toward the ear thgirepared to hear
and receive it. And so, in our search for the argf Reincarnation,

we find ourselves once more confronting the Egyp8ahinx as we have
done so often before in our search after Truth.

Notwithstanding its obvious prehistoric origin, ngarave claimed that
Metempsychosis has its birthplace in old Egypttrenbanks of the
Nile. India disputes this claim, holding that thar@es, not the Nile,
gave birth to the doctrine. Be that as it may, ialldreat the

Egyptian conception at this place, among the ahéaewls holding the
doctrine, for in India it is not a thing of the pasut a doctrine

which has its full flower at the present time, avitich flower is
sending forth its subtle odor to all parts of thelieed world. And

so we shall defer our consideration of India's heays until we reach
the present stage of the history of Reincarnatitarodotus, many
centuries ago, said of the Egyptians that: "ThepEgps are the first
who propounded the theory that the human soulperishable, and that
where the body of any one dies it enters into sother body that may
be ready to receive it; and that when it has gbeedund of all
created forms on land, in water, and in air, themce more enters
the human body born for it; and that this cyclexistence for the
soul takes place in three thousand years."

The doctrine of Reincarnation is discernible thohglden away amidst
the mass of esoteric doctrine back of the exoteachings of the
Egyptians, which latter were expounded to the compeople, while the
truth was reserved for the few who were readytforhe inner circles
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of the Egyptian mystics believed in and understibhedinner truths of
Reincarnation, and although they guarded the asd&achings
carefully, still fragments fell from the table angre greedily taken

up by the masses, as we may see by an examindtiba scraps of
historical records which have been preserved, gravéhe stone, and
imprinted on the bricks. Not only did these peaieept the doctrine
of Reincarnation, but Egypt was really the homeéhefhighest occult
teachings. The doctrines and teachings regardveyale'sheaths" or
"bodies" of man, which are taught by occultistalbtimes and races,
are believed to have been fully taught in theigimal purity on the
banks of the Nile, and in the shadow of the Pyramyes, even before
the days of the Pyramids. Their forty centuriefisfory saw many
modifications of the philosophical and religioudidis, but the
fundamental doctrine of Reincarnation was helduwong) the entire
period of history in Ancient Egypt, and was notcdisled until the
decadent descendants of the once mighty race wera/belmed by
stronger races, whose religions and beliefs sugedsthe vestiges of
the Ancient Doctrine. The Egyptians held that theas "Ka," the divine
spirit in man; "Ab," the intellect or will; "Hati,the vitality; "Tet,"

the astral body; "Sahu," the etheric double; and,"Xhe physical body
(some authorities forming a slightly different asgament), which
correspond to the various "bodies of man" as reieegrby occultists
to-day.

The Ancient Chaldeans also taught the doctrineadfifth. The body of
Persian and Chaldean mystics and occultists, krasnithe Magi," who
were masters of the Hidden Wisdom, held to therdecbf Reincarnation
as one of their fundamental truths. In fact, theynaged to educate the
masses of their people to a much higher point thamasses of the
Egyptians, and, escaping the idolatrous tendemdidse Egyptian
populace, they manifested a very high degree & philosophical,
occult, and religious knowledge. The Magi tauglat tine soul was a
complex being, and that certain portions of it gleed, while certain
other parts survived and passed on through a sdressth and
"other-world" existences, until finally it attainsdich a degree of
purity that it was relieved of the necessity fortfier incarnation,

and thenceforth dwelt in the region of ineffables$®l-the region of
light eternal. The teaching also held that jusbl®entering into

the state of bliss, the soul was able to reviewrievious

incarnations, seeing distinctly the connection leefmvthem, and thus
gaining a store of the wisdom of experience, whictuld aid it in its
future work as a helper of future races which wapgear on the face
of the earth. The Magi taught that as all livingmygs--nay, all things
having existence, organic or inorganic--were buywvg manifestations
of the One Life and Being, therefore the highesividedge implied a
feeling of conscious brotherhood and relationsbypard and with all.
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Even among the Chinese there was an esoteric tgacbncerning
Reincarnation, beneath the outer teaching of agsts [t may be
discerned in the teachings of the early philosopbhed seers of the
race, notably in the work of Lao-Tze, the greatn€ébe sage and
teacher. Lao-Tze, whose great work, the "Tao-TeaigKiis a classic,
taught Reincarnation to his inner circle of studeatd adherents, at
least so many authorities claim. He taught thatetlesisted a
fundamental principle called "Tao," which is hetdhave been identical
with the "primordial reason,"” a manifestation ofigéhwas the "Teh," or
the creative activity of the universe. From theomand action of the
"Tao" and the "Teh" proceeded the universe, incigdhe human soul,
which he taught was composed of several parts, grifeam being the
"huen," or spiritual principle; and the "phi," cgmsi-material vital
principle, which together animate the body. Lao-$a&l: "To be
ignorant that the true self is immortal, is to r@ma a grievous

state of error, and to experience many calamityeg®ason thereof.
Know ye, that there is a part of man which is sibtid spiritual, and
which is the heaven-bound portion of himself; taich has to do with
flesh, bones, and body, belongs to the earth; lgadrearth--heavenly
to heaven. Such is the Law." Some have held thatTze taught the
immediate return of the "huen" to the "tao" afteath, but from the
writings of his early followers it may be seen thatreally taught

that the "huen" persisted in individual existerntbepughout repeated
incarnations, returning to the "tao" only whenadhcompleted its
round of experience-life. For instance, in the SeHlit is said that:
"The vital essence is dispersed after death togetitie the body,
bones and flesh; but the soul, or knowing princgfléhe self, is
preserved and does not perish. There is no imneedlzorption of the
individuality into the Tao, for individuality peisis, and manifests
itself according to the Law." And Chuang-Tze sdideath is but the
commencement of a new life." It was also taughthieyearly Taoists,
that the deeds, good and evil, of the presentidald bear fruit in
future existences; in addition to the orthodox legesvand hells, in
which the Chinese believed, and of which they hgdeat variety
adapted to the requirements of the various grafiegiats and sinners,
the minute details of which places being describvéld that attention
to minor details and particulars peculiar to then€se mind. The
teachings of a later date, that the soul of thestoc abided in the

hall of the ancestors, etc., were a corruptiorhefdancient teaching.
Other Chinese teachers taught that the soul cersishree parts, the
first being the "kuei," which had its seat in thedlyy and which
perished with the body; the second being the "limdnich had its seat
in the heart or chest, and which persisted for stime after death,

but which eventually disintegrated; and the thind;huen,"” which had
its seat in the brain, and which survived the déegination of its
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companions, and then passed on to other existences.

As strange as it may appear to many readers unéamiith the subject,
the ancient Druids, particularly those dwellingaimcient Gaul, were
familiar with the doctrine of Reincarnation, andi®eed in its tenets.
These people, generally regarded as ancient bansaneally possessed
a philosophy of a high order, which merged intoyestia form of
religion. Many of the Romans, upon their conquéssallia, were
surprised at the degree and character of the piplasal knowledge
possessed by the Druids, and many of them haveviifen records of
the same, notably in the case of Aristotle, Cadsaran, and Valerius
Maximus. The Christian teachers who succeeded #ismbore witness to
these facts, as may be seen by reference to theswb6t. Clement,

St. Cyril, and other of the early Christian Fath8iisese ancient
"barbarians" entertained some of the highest siritonceptions of

life and immortality--the mind and the soul. Reyddias written of
them, basing his statements upon a careful stuttyecdncient beliefs

of this race: "If Judea represents in the worldhwvai tenacity of its

own the idea of a personal and absolute God; iEGrend Rome
represent the idea of society, Gaul representisagiparticularly,

the idea of immortality. Nothing characterizedetter, as all the
ancients admit. That mysterious folk was lookedrugs the privileged
possessor of the secrets of death, and its unweaygstinctive faith

in the persistence of life never ceased to be secatiastonishment,

and sometimes of fear, in the eyes of the heatAdre"Gauls possessed
an occult philosophy, and a mystic religion, whieére destroyed by the
influences of the Roman Conquest.

The philosophy of the Druids bore a remarkablemddance to the Inner
Doctrine of the Egyptians, and their successoes@recian Mystics.
Traces of Hermeticism and Pythagoreanism are gleé#ternible,
although the connecting link that bound them togiettas been lost to
history. Legends among the Druids connected thidierowith the ancient
Aryan creeds and teachings, and there seems tdoeavea very close
connection between these priests and those of AinGeeece, for there
are tales of offerings being sent to the templeGrekece from the
priests of Gaul. And it is also related that onidtend of Delphos

there was once a Druidic tomb in the shape of aumamt, believed to
have been erected over the remains of Druid psssete Herodotus and
others speak of a secret alliance between thetpoéssreece and

those of the Druids. Some of the ancient legendt$ that Pythagoras
was the instructor of the Druidic priests, and Pythagoras himself
was in close communication with the Brahmins ofidnénd the
Hermetists of Egypt. Other legends have it thatDh#ds received

their first instruction from Zamolais, who had beeslave and student
of Pythagoras. At any rate, the correspondencedsathe two schools
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of philosophy is remarkable.

Much of the Druidic teachings has been lost, amgldifficult to

piece together the fragments. But enough is kn@andicate the above
mentioned relationship to the Pythagorean schodl,cd the firm hold
of the doctrine of Reincarnation upon the Druidse preserved
fragments show that the Druids taught that therg iwanan an
immaterial, spiritual part, called "Awen," whichqmeeded from an
Universal Spiritual Principle of Life. They taughfat this "Awen" had
animated the lower forms of life, mineral, vegetadhd animal, before
incarnating as man. In those conditions it wasregleal and imprisoned
in the state of "abysmal circling,” called "Anufdtdbm which it

finally escaped and entered into the "circle oéftem," called

"Abred," or human incarnation and beyond. Thisestdt"Abred" includes
life in the various human races on this and otlemngis, until finally
there is a further liberation of the "Awen," whittten passes on to the
"Circle of Bliss," or "Gwynfid," where it abidesif@eons in a state of
ecstatic being. But, beyond even this transcenstate, there is
another, which is called the "Circle of the Infeylt or "Ceugant,”

which is identical with the "Union with God" of th&ersians and Greek
Mystics, or the "Nirvana" of the Hindus. Ratheraalvanced form of
philosophy for "barbarians,” is it not? Particwanthen contrasted

with the crude mythology of the Roman conquerors!

The Gauls were so advanced in the practical phatsgscultism that
they gave every condemned criminal a respite ef ywars, after
sentence of death, before execution, in orderithanight prepare
himself for a future state by meditation, instraotend other
preparation; and also to prevent ushering an upegipand guilty soul
into the plane of the departed--the advantageshaftwplan is apparent
to every student of occultism who accepts the tegalegarding the
astral planes.

The reader will understand, of course, that theekegf advancement in
spiritual and philosophical matters evidenced lgy@auls was due not
to the fact that these people were generally sadaanced beyond

their neighbors, but rather to the fact that theg heen instructed by
the Druid priests among them. Tradition has it thatoriginal Druidic
priests came to Gaul and other countries from siameff land,

probably from Egypt or Greece. We have spoken@ttmnnection between
their teachings and that of the Pythagoreans, lae1@ twas undoubtedly
a strong bond of relationship between these prasishe occultists

of other lands. The Druidic priests were well vergeastronomy and
astrology, and the planets had an important pattarieachings. A
portion of their ritual is said to have correspamokes with the early
Jewish rites and worship. Their favorite symbok-thistletoe--was used
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as indicating re-birth, the mistletoe being the rniésvspringing forth
from the old one, typified by the oak. The Druidsveled into Ancient
Britain and Ireland, and many traces of their iielig rites may still

be found there, not only in the shape of the sfilaees-of-worship,

but also in many curious local customs among tlasgeatry. Many a bit
of English folk-lore--many an odd Irish fancy condieg fairies and the
like; symbols of good-luck; banshees and "theshfdlk"--came
honestly to these people from the days of the Brulehd from the same
source came the many whispered tales among bath ragarding the
birth of children who seemed to have remembranté&smer lives on
earth, which memory faded away as they grew ollgrong these people
there is always an undercurrent of mystic ideasiabouls "coming
back" in some mysterious way not fully understdod the inheritance
from the Druids.
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CHAPTER Il

THE ROMANSAND GREEKS.

One unfamiliar with the subject would naturally expto find the
Ancient Romans well advanced along the lines olbgbphy, religion,
and spiritual speculation, judging from the all-pful influence
exerted by them over the affairs of the whole knovamld. Particularly
when one considers the relationship with and commeof Rome with
ancient Greece, it would seem that the two peaplest have had much in
common in the world of thought. But such is not¢hse. Although the
exoteric religions of the Romans resembled thaheiGreeks, from whom
it was borrowed or inherited, there was little orariginal thought
along metaphysics, religion or philosophy amongRbenans. This was
probably due to the fact that the whole tendencRahe was toward
material advancement and attainment, little orttenéion being given
to matters concerning the soul, future life, emm® few of the
philosophers of Rome advanced theories regardmdutiare state, but
beyond a vague sort of ancestor worship the madgsbe people took
but little interest in the subject. Cicero, it ig¢, uttered words

which indicate a belief in immortality, when heda "Scipio's
Dream": "Know that it is not thou, but thy body aé&y which is mortal.
The individual in his entirety resides in the s@uld not in the

outward form. Learn, then, that thou art a goduttibe immortal
intelligence which gives movements to a perishabldy, just as the
eternal God animates an incorruptible body." Pimy younger left
writings which seem to indicate his belief in tieality of phantoms,
and Ovid has written verses which would indicaterbrognition of a
part of man which survived the death of the bodyt, Bn the whole,
Roman philosophy treated immortality as a thingchance existing, but
not proven, and to be viewed rather as a poetiqgalession of a
longing, rather than as an established, or at eastll grounded,
principle of philosophical thought. But Lucretiusdaothers of his time
and country protested against the folly of belrethie survival of the
soul held by the other nations. He said that: "fHae of eternal life
should be banished from the universe; it distunlespeace of mankind,
for it prevents the enjoyment of any security agsiure.” And Virgil
praised and commended the philosophical attitudehwias able to see
the real cause of things, and was therefore abigj¢at the unworthy
fear of a world beyond and all fears arising framtsbelief. But even
many of the Roman philosophers, while denying intaliy, believed in
supernatural powers and beings, and were very stifjgars and
childlike in many respects, so that their philospphnon-survival was
evidently rather the result of temperament andytiod material

things than a height of philosophical reasoningietaphysical thought.
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And so, the Romans stand apart from the majorityhefancient

peoples, in so far as the belief in Reincarnatgocoincerned. While

there were individual mystics and occultists amtham, it still

remains a fact that the majority of the people maiduch belief, and

in fact the masses had no clearly defined ideaardang the survival

of the soul. It is a strange exception to the galmere, and one that

has occasioned much comment and attention amomkgtisialong these
lines. There was a vague form of ancestor worstmprey the Romans, but
even this was along the lines of collective surhofahe ancestors,

and was free from the ordinary metaphysical spéiomsand religious
dogmas. Roughly stated, the Roman belief may beesegpd by an idea of
a less material, or more subtle, part of man wk&taped

disintegration after death, and which in some nm@tis way passed on
to combine with the ancestral soul which composedcbllective
ancestral deity of the family, the peace and pleastiwhich were held
as sacred duties on the part of the descendant#jcss and

offerings being made toward this end. Neverthelesse and there,
among the Romans, were eminent thinkers who se&nfiedd a vague,
tentative belief in some form of Reincarnation,fas,nstance, Ovid,

who says: "Nothing perishes, although everythirgnges here on earth;
the souls come and go unendingly in visible forthe;animals which
have acquired goodness will take upon them human'fand Virgil says:
"After death, the souls come to the Elysian fieloisto Tartarus, and
there meet with the reward or punishment of theeds$ during life.

Later, on drinking of the waters of Lethe, whickdsa away all memory
of the past, they return to earth.” But it musabdenitted that Rome

was deficient in spiritual insight and beliefs, tbe whole, her

material successes having diverted her attentam the problems which
had so engrossed the mind of her neighbor Greadehexr older sisters
Persia, Chaldea, and Egypt.

Among the Greeks, on the contrary, we find a madegtee of interest
and speculation regarding the immortality of thelsand much
interest in the doctrines of Metempsychosis or Baination. Although
the great masses of the Grecian people were satisith their popular
mythology and not disposed to question furthetpandulge in keen
speculation on metaphysical subjects, still theliettual portion of

the race were most active in their search aftéhtiand their schools
of philosophy, with their many followers and adhesg have left an
indelible mark upon the thought of man unto thig.d¥ext to the
Hindus, the Greeks were the great philosopherseohtiman race. And
the occultists and mystics among them were equdilase of Persia,
India, Chaldea or Egypt. While the various theoregarding the soul
were as the sands of the sea, so many were thgetsaschools and
divisions of thought among these people--stilldoetrine of
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Reincarnation played a very important part in tipdilosophy. The
prevailing idea was that the worthy souls passoca gtate of bliss,
without rebirth, while the less worthy pass theevrsitof the river of
Lethe, quaffing of its waters of forgetfulness, dmds having the
recollection of their earth-life, and of the periodpunishment that

they had undergone by reason of the same, obéiaid cleansed from
their memories, when they pass on to re-birth. &frtee old Orphic
hymns reads as follows: "The wise love light antldarkness. When you
travel the journey of Life, remember, always, the ef the journey.
When souls return to the light, after their sojoamearth, they wear
upon their more subtle bodies, like searing, hidesnars, the marks of
their earthly sins--these must be obliterated,theg go back to earth

to be cleansed. But the pure, virtuous and streagged direct to the
Sun of Dionysus." The teachings of the Egyptiaftsal@leep impression
upon the Grecian mind, and not only the common fofimelief, but also
the esoteric doctrines, were passed along to themgeople by the
elder.

Pythagoras was the great occult teacher of Greecehis school and
that of his followers accepted and taught the gileatrine of
Reincarnation. Much of his teaching was reservedHe initiates of

the mystic orders founded by himself and his fobosy but still much

of the doctrine was made public. Both Orpheus anbdgoras, although
several centuries separated them, were studetits &unt of
knowledge in Egypt, having traveled to that coumntrgrder to be
initiated in the mystic orders of the ancient laadd returning they
taught anew the old doctrine of Rebirth. The Pytinagn teaching
resembles that of the Hindus and Egyptians, iras@ag is concerned
the nature of man--his several bodies or sheati$tfge survival of

the higher part of his nature, while the lower gmatishes. It was

taught that after death this higher part of thd paased on to a

region of bliss, where it received knowledge arittfee beneficent
influence of developed and advanced souls, thusrieg equipped for a
new life, with incentives toward higher things. Babt having as yet
reached the stage of development which will entitle dwell in the
blissful regions for all eternity, it sooner ordareaches the limit

of its term of probation, and then passes down tdwaother
incarnation on earth--another step on the Pathttafiment.

The teaching was, further, that the conditiongwistances and
environments of the new earth-life were determibgdthe actions,
thoughts, and mental tendencies of the former dife] by the degree of
development which the several previous earth-Ihags manifested. In
this respect the teaching agrees materially wighuthiversal doctrine
regarding Reincarnation and Karma. Pythagoras tabhghthe doctrine
of Reincarnation accounted for the inequality obable in the lives of
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men on earth, giving a logical reason for the saand,establishing the
fact of universal and ultimate justice, accountdbfeon no other
grounds. He taught that although the material wandd subject to the
laws of destiny and fatality, yet there was anotret higher state of
being in which the soul would rise above the lafthe lower world.
This higher state, he taught, had laws of its cagnyet unknown to
man, which tended to work out the imperfect lawshef material world,
establishing harmony, justice, and equality, topdpthe apparent
deficiencies manifested in the earth life.

Following Pythagoras, Plato, the great Grecianosbibher, taught the
old-new doctrine of Rebirth. He taught that thelsaif the dead must
return to earth, where, in new lives, they mustioed the old earth
deeds, receiving benefits for the worthy ones, @mhlties for the
unworthy ones, the soul profiting by these repeatgzriences, and
rising step by step toward the divine. Plato taulgat the
reincarnated soul has flashes of remembrance faritger lives, and
also instincts and intuitions gained by former egees. He classed
innate ideas among these inherited experiencexwkf lives. It has
been well said that "everything can be found irtd?teand therefore
one who seeks for the ancient Grecian ideas coimgeReincarnation,
and the problems of the soul, may find that whielsbeks in the
writings of the old sage and philosopher. Plato thaspast master of
the inner teachings concerning the soul, and adl dwve followed him
have drawn freely from his great store of wisdons iHfluence on the

early Christian church was enormous, and in manygat continues even

unto this day. Many of the early Christian fathiensght that Plato was

really one of the many forerunners of Christ, whd prepared the pagan

world for the coming of the Master.

In "Phaedo," Plato describes the soul, and explesnsimortality. He
teaches that man has a material body which is sutgjeeonstant
change, and subject to death and disintegratiacha® an immaterial
soul, unchangeable and indestructible, and akihddalivine. At death
this soul was severed from its physical comparam, rose, purified,
to the higher regions, where it rendered an accolisgelf, and had
its future allotted to it. If it was found suffieily untainted and
unsullied by the mire of material life, it was caesed fit to be
admitted to the State of Bliss, which was descried/nion with the
Supreme Being, which latter is described as Sgité@rnal and
omniscient. The base and very guilty souls undargeriod of
punishment, or purgation, to the end that they bepurged and
purified of the guilt, before being allowed to makaother trial for
perfection. The souls which were not sufficientiyg for the State of
Bliss, nor yet so impure that they need the purgirugess, were
returned to earth-life, there to take up new bqdiesl endeavor to
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work out their salvation anew, to the end that thmght in the future
attain the Blissful State. Plato taught that in Rebirth, the soul

was generally unconscious of its previous livethaalgh it may have
flashes of recollection. Besides this it has a fofrimtuition, and

innate ideas, which was believed to be the redulieoexperiences
gained in the past lives, and which knowledge reshlstored up so as
to benefit the soul in its reincarnated existence.

Plato taught that the immaterial part of man--thel-swas a complex
thing, being composed of a number of differing,utlo related,
elements. Highest in the hierarchy of the soul eletsihe placed the
Spirit, which, he taught, comprised consciousniesslligence, will,
choice between good and evil, etc., and which viaslately
indestructible and immortal, and which had its seahe head. Then
came two other parts of the soul, which survivesldissolution of the
body, but which were only comparatively immortakat is, they were
subject to later dissolution and disintegrationti@@se semi-material
elements, one was the seat of the affections,gassetc., and was
located in the heart; while the other, which wasdbat of the sensual
and lower desires, passions, etc., was locatdtkifier. These two
mentioned lower elements were regarded as not gesd®f reason, but
still having certain powers of sensation, perceptand will.

The Neo-Platonists, who followed Plato, and whopaela his teachings to

their many conflicting ideas, held firmly to theafione of
Reincarnation. The writings of Plotinus, Porphyagd the other
Mystics, had much to say on this subject, andeheltiing was much
refined under their influence. The Jewish philosayplwere affected by
the influence of the Platonic thought, and the stbbthe Essenes,
which held firmly to the idea of Rebirth, was a smufrom which
Christianity received much of its early influence.
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CHAPTER IV.

THE JEWS, ESSENES AND EARLY CHRISTIANS.

The early Jewish people had an Inner Teaching wdmcbraced certain
ideas concerning Reincarnation, although the masdste people knew
nothing of the doctrine which was reserved foritimer circles of the
few. There is much dispute concerning the earliefsebf the Jewish
people regarding the immortality of the soul. Tlestbauthorities seem
to agree that the early beliefs were very crudeiaefinite,

consisting principally of a general belief thateaftleath the souls

are gathered up together in a dark place, callediStvhere they dwell

in an unconscious sleep. It will be noted thataadier books in the

Old Testament have very little to say on this scthj&radually,

however, there may be noticed a dawning beliekmain states of the
departed souls, and in this the Jews were undolyitdtienced by the
conceptions of the people of other lands with withey came in contact.
The sojourn in Egypt must have exerted an impoitdhtence on them,
particularly the educated thinkers of the raceyloith, however, there
were but few, owing to the condition in which thegre kept as bondsmen
of the Egyptians. Moses, however, owing to his atioo and training
among the Egyptian priests, must have been fuiliated in the
Mysteries of that land, and the Jewish legends avondicate that he
formed an Inner Circle of the priesthood of hispepafter they
escaped from Egypt, and doubtless instructed tldlgnih the occult
doctrines, which, however, were too advanced amspdoated for
preaching to the mass of ignorant people of whiehJewish race of
that time was composed. The lamp of learning antbegews of that time
was kept alight but by very few priests among th&here has always
been much talk, and legend, concerning this Inmaching among the
Jews. The Jewish Rabbis have had so much to sasdirg it, and some
of the Early Fathers of the Christian Church wdrthe opinion that

such Secret Doctrine existed.

Scholars have noted that in important passagéd®iddwish Bible,
three distinct terms are used in referring to thenaterial part, or
"soul," of man. These terms are "Nichema," "Rouaahd "Nephesh,"
respectively, and have been translated as "sapjfit" or "breath,"

in several senses of these terms. Many good atiésohnave held that
these three terms did not apply to one concepbionthat on the
contrary they referred to three distinct elememthe soul, akin to

the conceptions of the Egyptians and other eadyples, who held to
the trinity of the soul, as we have shown a littieher back. Some
Hebrew scholars hold that "Nichema" is the Egdntelligent Spirit;
"Rouach," the lower vehicle of the Ego; and "Nehethe Vital Force,
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Vitality, or Life.

Students of the Kaballah, or Secret Writings ofiées, find therein
many references to the complex nature of the smwl,its future

states, as well as undoubted teachings regardimg&teation, or
Future Existence in the Body. The Kaballah wadithek of the Jewish
Mysteries, and was largely symbolical, so thattwsé unacquainted
with the symbols employed, it read as if lackingseeor meaning. But
those having the key, were able to read therefr@amynbits of hidden
doctrine. The Kaballah is said to be veiled in seseverings--that is,
its symbology is sevenfold, so that none but th@seng the inner keys
may know the full truth contained therein, althowyen the first key
will unlock many doors. The Zohar, another Sec@biBof the Jews,
although of much later origin than the Kaballalspadtontains much of
the Inner Teachings concerning the destiny of theé. § his book
plainly recognizes and states the three-fold natfitbe soul, above
mentioned, and treats the Nichema, Rouach and Sb@sedistinct
elements thereof. It also teaches that when theleawes the body it
goes through a long and tedious purifying procebsgreby the effect
of its vices is worn off by means of a series ahamigrations and
reincarnations, wherein it develops several peidast etc. This idea

of attaining perfection through repeated rebirthstead of the

rebirths being in the nature of punishment as tabygl®lato, is also
taught in the Kaballah, showing the agreement®flgwish mind on this
detail of the doctrine. The essence of the Kabsdiaching on this
subject is that the souls undergo repeated relaiftier; long intervals

of rest and purification, in entire forgetfulnedsleeir previous
existences, and for the purpose of advancemeni|dmént,
purification, development, and attainment. The Zdb#lows up this
teaching strictly, although with amplifications. & following quotation
from the Zohar is interesting, inasmuch as it shtheseaching on the
subject in a few words. It reads as follows: "Adugs are subject to

the trials of transmigration; and men do not knokwch are the ways of
the Most High in their regard. They do not know haany
transformations and mysterious trials they musteuga; how many souls
and spirits come to this world without returningthe palace of the
divine king. The souls must re-enter the absolubstnce whence they
have emerged. But to accomplish this end they hexstlop all the
perfections; the germ of which is planted in thamd if they have not
fulfilled this condition during one life, they musbmmence another, a
third, and so on, until they have acquired the @¢@mwhich fits them
for reunion with God."

The mystic sect which sprung up among the Jewisplpeduring the
century preceding the birth of Christ, and whiclswathe height of
its influence at the time of the Birth--the seatlt,cor order of The
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Essenes--was an important influence in the diraaticspreading the
truths of Reincarnation among the Jewish people dtder combined the
earlier Egyptian Mysteries with the Mystic DoctriaEPythagoras and
the philosophy of Plato. It was closely connectéith the Jewish
Therapeutae of Egypt, and was the leading mystierartithe time.
Josephus, the eminent Jewish historian, writinthefEssenes, says:
"The opinion obtains among them that bodies indeectcorrupted, and
the matter of them not permanent, but that soulsimoe exempt from
death forever; and that emanating from the mosiesebher they are
unfolded in bodies as prisons to which they arevdray some natural
spell. But when loosed from the bonds of fleshf esleased from a
long captivity, they rejoice and are borne upwaftd.the New
International Encyclopedia (vol. vii, page 217)Maié found an
instructive article on "Essenes," in which it iated that among the
Essenes there was a certain "view entertaineddiggthe origin,
present state, and future destiny of the soul, lvhias held to be
pre-existent, being entrapped in the body as amptietc. And in the
same article the following statement occurs: "Hnsinteresting
guestion as to how much Christianity owes to Essenit would seem
that there was room for definite contact betwedmdbe Baptist and
this Brotherhood. His time of preparation was spetihe wilderness
near the Dead Sea; his preaching of righteouspassd God, and
justice toward one's fellow men, was in agreemettt Essenism; while
his insistence upon Baptism was in accordance théHhEssenic emphasis
on lustrations." In this very conservative statemeshown the
intimate connection between the Essenes and Earigt@&nity, through
John the Baptist. Some hold that Jesus had &lsigér relationship

to the Essenes and allied mystic orders, but wi rsbiainsist upon

this point, as it lies outside of the ordinary chals of historical
information. There is no doubt, however, that teedhes, who had such
a strong influence on the early Christian Churcéreaclosely allied to
other mystic organizations with whom they agreetumdamental
doctrines, notably that of Reincarnation. And sohaee brought the
story down to the early Christian Church, at wipant we will
continue it. We have left the phase of the subyduth pertains to
India for separate consideration, for in Indiadieetrine has had its
principal home in all ages, and the subject in fatse requires
special treatment.

That there was an Inner Doctrine in the early GlamsChurch seems to
be well established, and that a part of that doetconsisted in a
teaching of Pre-existence of the Soul and some &rRebirth or
Reincarnation seems quite reasonable to those ad®ihade a study of
the subject. There is a constant reference toNlysteries" and "Inner
Teachings" throughout the Epistles, particularlysth of Paul, and the
writings of the Early Christian Fathers are fillith references to
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the Secret Doctrines. In the earlier centuriehefChristian Era
frequent references are found to have been matiéheoMysteries of
Jesus," and that there was an Inner Circle of athdRhristians
devoted to mysticism and little known doctrinesréhean be no doubt.
Celsus attacked the early church, alleging thatd a secret
organization which taught the Truth to the selegt,fwhile it passed
on to the multitude only the crumbs of half-truéhd popular teachings
veiling the Truth. Origen, a pupil of St. Clemeahswered Celsus,
stating that while it was true that there were triheachings in the
Christian Church, that were not revealed to theufame, still the
Church in following that practice was but adheriodghe established
custom of all philosophies and religions, whichg&ve esoteric truths
only to those who were ready to receive them, @stime time giving to
the general mass of followers the exoteric or otgachings, which
were all they could understand or assimilate. Amotfgr things, in
this reply, Origen says: "That there should beaterdoctrines, not
made known to the multitude, which are divulge@athe exoteric ones
have been taught, is not a peculiarity of Christyaalone, but also

of philosophic systems in which certain truths exeteric and others
esoteric. Some of the followers of Pythagoras wergent with his
'ipse dixit," while others were taught in secretsda doctrines which
were not deemed fit to be communicated to profangkisufficiently
prepared ears. Moreover, all the mysteries thatelsbrated
everywhere through Greece and barbarous counattesugh held in
secret, have no discredit thrown upon them, soitlin vain he
endeavors to calumniate the secret doctrines astidmity, seeing

that he does not correctly understand its natlineHis quotation it

will be noticed that not only does Origen positwvatimit the existence
of the Inner Teachings, but that he also mentiomkdgoras and his
school, and also the other Mysteries of Greeceystgphis acquaintance
with them, and his comparison of them with the &tfan Mysteries,
which latter he would not have been likely to hdeme were their
teachings repugnant to, and at utter variance witgge of his own
church. In the same writing Origen says: "But agsthsubjects much,
and that of a mystical kind, might be said, in kegwith which is the
following: 'It is good to keep close to the se@té king,' in order

that the entrance of souls into bodies may nohbman before the
common understanding.” Scores of like quotatiorghinibe cited.

The writings of the Early Fathers of the Christ@murch are filled
with many allusions to the current inner doctrifi¢he pre-existence
and rebirth of souls. Origen in particular has tentat great length
regarding these things. John the Baptist was giyeaiepted as the
reincarnation of Elias, even by the populace, vdgarded it as a
miraculous occurrence, while the elect regarded inerely another
instance of rebirth under the law. The Gnostiasyatic order and
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school in the early church, taught Reincarnati@inty and openly,
bringing upon themselves much persecution at theaf the more
conservative. Others held to some form of the tegchhe disputes
among them being principally regarding points oftdoe and detail,
the main teachings being admitted. Origen taugdttgbuls had fallen
from a high estate and were working their way baekard their lost
estate and glory, by means of repeated incarnatiussin Martyr
speaks of the soul inhabiting successive bodig$, lags of memory of
past lives. For several centuries the early Chhedtl within its bosom
many earnest advocates of Reincarnation, and dohiteg was recognized
as vital even by those who combatted it.

Lactinus, at the end of the third century, held tha idea of the

soul's immortality implied its pre-existence. Suglistine, in his
"Confessions," makes use of these remarkable wtidg:l not live in
another body before entering my mother's womb?"cWhixpression is all
the more remarkable because Augustine opposedrOngeany points of
doctrine, and because it was written as late d3.4.15. The various
Church Councils, however, frowned upon these opgargs of the
doctrine of Reincarnation, and the influence ofthavho rose to power
in the church was directed against the "heresy$ederal councils

were the teachings rebuked, and condemned, umilyiin A. D. 538,
Justinian had a law passed which declared thato&¥ér shall support
the mythical presentation of the pre-existencénefdoul and the
consequently wonderful opinion of its return, lehtbe Anathema."
Speaking of the Jewish Kaballists, an authorityestd'Like Origen and
other church Fathers, the Kaballists used as thein argument in

favor of the doctrine of metempsychosis, the jest€God."”

But the doctrine of Reincarnation among Christares did not die at
the orders and commands of the Christian Churcm€itsu Smouldering
under the blanket of opposition and persecutiokept alive until

once more it could lift its flame toward Heaven.dfeven during its
suppression the careful student may see littl&dtlis of the

flame--little wreathings of smoke--escaping herd #rere. Veiled in
mystic phrasing, and trimmed with poetic figure nypallusions may be
seen among the writings of the centuries. And dutte past two
hundred years the revival in the subject has beastant, until at the
close of the Nineteenth Century, and the beginoirthe Twentieth
Century, we once more find the doctrine openly phed and taught to
thousands of eager listeners and secretly held ley@many orthodox
Christians.
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CHAPTER V.

THE HINDUS.

While Reincarnation has been believed and taughéarly every nation,
and among all races, in former or present timdbwa are justified

in considering India as the natural Mother of tbetdne, inasmuch as
it has found an especially favorable spiritual amehtal environment in
that land and among its people, the date of its birere being lost

in the cloudiness of ancient history, but the tethe teaching being
still in full flower and still bearing an abundanagfruit. As the

Hindus proudly claim, while the present dominameravas still in the
savage, cave-dwelling, stone-age stage of existemazkewhile even the
ancient Jewish people were beginning to placedhedation stones of
their religion, of which the present Christian g&in is but an
offshoot--the great Hindu religious teachers anidbpbphers had long
since firmly established their philosophies andgrehs with the
doctrine of Reincarnation and its accompanyingheays, which had been
accepted as Truth by the great Aryan race in In&ial, throughout
forty centuries, or more, this race has held seesdtyfto the original
doctrine, until now the West is looking again téot light on the

great problems of human life and existence, and, mothe Twentieth
Century, many careful thinkers consider that inghely and
understanding of the great fundamental thoughteeo¥edas and the
Upanishads, the West will find the only possiblédote to the virus

of Materialism that is poisoning the veins of Westspiritual
understanding.

The idea of reincarnation is to be found in neatlyf the

philosophies and religions of the race, at leasbime period in their
history--among all peoples and races--yet, in Inthiave find the
doctrine in the fullest flower, not only in the p&sit in the present.
From the earliest ages of the race in India, Remat&on in some of

its various forms has been the accepted doctrimeiaday it is
accepted by the entire Hindu people, with their yndimisions and
sub-races, with the exception of the Hindu Mohamaned The teeming
millions of India live and die in the full beliefiiReincarnation, and

to them it is accepted without a question as the @tional doctrine
concerning the past, present and future of the dtmwhere on this
planet is there to be found such an adherencestmléa of "soul”
life--the thinking Hindu always regarding himse#f @ soul occupying a
body, rather than as a body "having a soul,” asa@oy of the Western
people seem to regard themselves. And, to the Kdjritie present life
is truly regarded as but one step on the stairvdifeo and not as

the only material life preceding an eternity ofrgpal existence. To
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the Hindu mind, Eternity is here with us Now--we a&r eternity as much
this moment as we ever shall be--and the predenslbut one of a
number of fleeting moments in the eternal life.

The early Hindus did not possess the complicateddmf religion now
existing among them, with their various creedseg®nials, rituals,

cults, schools, and denominations. On the contthey, original form

of religion was an advanced form of what some lealed
"Nature-Worship," but which was rather more thaat tlihich the Western
mind usually means by the term. Their "Nature" vaker a "Spirit of
Nature," or One Life, of which all existing formeeabut varying
manifestations. Even in this early stage of theligious development
they held to a belief in reincarnation of the sdndm one form to

another. While to them everything was but a matatésn of One Life,

still the soul was a differentiated unit, emandtedh the One Life,

and destined to work its way back to Unity and @Gssnwith the Divine
Life through many and varied incarnations, untibfly it would be

again merged with the One. From this early begmairose the many and
varied forms of religious philosophy known to tinelia of today; but
clinging to all these modern forms is to be foulnel tundamental basis
idea of reincarnation and final absorption with @ee.

Brahmanism came first, starting from the simple aodking to the
complex, a great priesthood gradually arising andosinding the

original simple religious philosophy with ceremdnr&ual and

theological and metaphysical abstractions and dgean. Then arose
Buddhism, which, in a measure, was a return tethmsitive idea, but
which in turn developed a new priesthood and m@ligiorganization. But
the fundamental doctrine of Reincarnation permettech all, and may be
regarded as the great common centre of the Hinldyones thought and
philosophy.

The Hindu religious books are filled with refereade the doctrine of
Reincarnation. The Laws of Manu, one of the oléxsting pieces of
Sanscrit writing, contains many mentions of it, éimel Upanishads and
Vedas contain countless reference to it. In thegBlad Gita, Krishna
says to Arjuna: "Know thou, O Prince of Pandu, thate never was a
time when I, nor thou, nor any of these princesath was not; nor
shall there ever come a time, hereafter, when &ng ghall cease to
be. As the soul, wearing this material body, ex@ereth the stages of
infancy, youth, manhood, and old age, even so ghalldue time,
pass on to another body, and in other incarnasbad it again live,
and move and play its part. * * * These bodies,ahihact as enveloping
coverings for the souls occupying them, are butefithings--things of
the moment--and not the Real Man at all. They passall finite

things perish--let them perish. He who in his igmmmre thinketh: 'l
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slay' or 'l am slain,' babbleth like an infant leckknowledge. Of a
truth none can slay--none can be slain. Take umtanher mind this
truth, O Prince! Verily, the Real Man--the SpirftMan--is neither
born, nor doth it die. Unborn, undying, ancientpe¢ual and eternal,

it hath endured, and will endure forever. The body die; be slain; be
destroyed completely--but he that hath occupiedntaineth unharmed.
*** As a man throweth away his old garments, agphg them with new
and brighter ones, even so the Dweller of the bbdying quitted its
old mortal frame, entereth into others which are aad freshly
prepared for it. * * * Many have been my births aedirths, O
Prince--and many also have been thine own. Butdsmtwus lies this
difference--1 am conscious of all my many livest thou lackest
remembrance of thine."

In the Mahabarata is said: "Even as when he castk#m old garment,
man clothes himself in new raiment, even so thé sasting off the
wornout body, takes on a new body, avoids the fa#is leading to
hell, works for its salvation, and proceeds towkaedven."

The Brhadaranyakopanishad, one of the old Hindtings, contains the
following: "As the caterpillar, getting to the enflthe straw, takes
itself away after finding a resting place in advanso the soul

leaving this body, and finding another place inatbe, takes himself
off from his original abode. As the goldsmith takikttle by little

of the gold expands it into a new form, so, indebxgs this soul,
leaving this body, make a new and happy abodeifoséif."

But to attempt to quote passages relating to iratemm from the Hindu
books, would be akin to compiling a library of mammjumes. The sacred
writings of the East are filled with referencesReincarnation, and if

the latter were eliminated it would be "like thaybf Hamlet with
Hamlet omitted.”

We cannot enter into a description of the variatmsls of Hindu
religious thought and philosophy in this work, fordo so would be to
expand this little volume in several of larger sige extended is the
subject. But underlying the many divisions and subtbns of Hindu
thought may be found the fundamental idea of agirmal emanation from,
or manifestation of, One Divine Being, Power an@fgsy, into countless
differentiated units, atoms, or egos, which uretepodying in matter,
are unconscious of the spiritual nature, and taka consciousness
corresponding with the form in which they are embddThen follows a
series of embodiments, or incarnations, from lotednigher, in which
occurs an evolution or "unfoldment” of the natuféhe soul, in which

it rises to higher and higher planes of being,|dimally, after seons

of time, it enters in Union with the Divine Nirvaaad
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Para-Nirvana--the state of Eternal Bliss.

The great difference between the Hindu thoughtthadsrecian is that
while the Greeks considered repeated life withgeya means of greater
and greater expression of life, the Hindus, orncthrary, regard life

as but a period of travail and sorrow, the onlytitp be perceived

being the expectation and hope of eventually emgrfyjom the region of
materiality, and illusion, and regaining true eaiste in the Spirit.

The Hindus nearly all agree that this materialisfeccasioned by
"avidya" or ignorance on the part of the soul sfatvn real nature and
being, whereby it fails to recognize that this maidife is "maya"

or illusion. They hold that Wisdom consists in Hzeil recognizing its
real nature, and perceiving the illusion of matdifi@ and things,

and striving to liberate itself from the bondager@dteriality and
ignorance.

The principal differences among the various Hinclosls of religion
and philosophical thought arise from their diffgrmews regarding the
nature and constitution of the soul on the one hand the means of
attaining liberation and freedom from material eshb@ent on the other.
The doctrine of "Karma" of spiritual cause and efffevhich we shall
consider in another chapter, also runs along witthe varying Hindu
conceptions, doctrines, and theories.

Without considering the matter of differences oinogn between the
various schools, concerning the nature and cotistitof the soul, we
may say that all the schools practically agree tiiaiconstitution of
Man is a complex thing, comprising a number of ghgabodies,
coverings, or elements, from the grosser to theerapiritual, the
various sheaths being discarded as the soul advamcit,s way toward
perfection. There are disputes between the vasohsols regarding
terminology and the precise arrangement of thesaciples," but the
following classification will answer for the purposf giving a general
idea of the Hindu views on the subject, subjectagbto the
conflicting claims of the various schools. The slésation is as
follows, passing from lower to higher:

1. Physical or material body, or Rupa. 2. Vitabfyital Force, or
Prana-Jiva. 3. Astral Body, Etheric Double, or larfgharira. 4. Animal
Soul, or Kama Rupa. 5. Human Soul, or Manas. Git8ai Soul, or
Buddhi. 7. Divine Spirit, or Atma.

From the beginning, the tendency of the Hindu muad in the direction
of resolving the universe of forms, shapes, ansgbaback into some
One Underlying Principle, from which all the pheremal world
emerged--some One Infinite Energy, from which Eéemerged,
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emanated, or evolved. And the early Hindu mind éxigtiself actively
with the solution of the problem of this One Bemgnifesting a
Becoming into Many. Just as is the Western worltbday actively
engaged in solving many material problems, so wagat India active
in solving many spiritual problems--just as the mwdWest is straining
every energy toward discovering the "How," so wasent India
straining every effort to discovering the "Why." d\from that struggle
of the mind of India there arose countless schobigligious and
philosophical thought, many of which have passedyalut many of which
persist today. The problem of the relationshiphef human soul to the
One Being, and the secondary problem of the lifesgnt and future, of
the individual soul, is a most vital one to alintking Hindus today as

in the forty centuries or more of its philosophibgtory. To the

Hindu mind, all material research is of minor imgamce, the important
Truth being to discover that "which when once knpalhelse is
understood." But, as we have said, in spite ohtlerous religions,
schools, and phases of teaching, among the Hitldei®ne fundamental
conception of Reincarnation is never lost sightof; is it ever

doubted in any of the forms of the philosophiesetigions.

Ignoring the subdivisions of Hindu philosophicabtight, we may say
that the Hindu philosophies may be divided intewa §eneral classes,
several of which we shall now hastily consider} tftau may get a
glimpse at the variety of Hindu speculative philolsp in its relation

to the soul and its destiny. You will, of coursaedarstand that we can
do no more than mention the leading features di elsss, as a careful
consideration would require volumes for each paldicschool.

We will first consider the philosophy of Kanadangeally known as the
Vaisheshika Teaching, which inclines toward an Atoirheory, akin to
that formulated by the old Greek philosopher Dentogr According to
this teaching the substance of the universe is ogegbof an infinite
number of atoms, which are eternal, and which wetereated by God,
but which are co-eternal with Him. These atoms, lsiomg and forming
shapes, forms, etc., are the basis of the materiaérse. It is held,
however, that the power or energy whereby thesesatmmbine and thus
form matter, comes from God. This teaching holds @od is a Personal
Being, possessing Omnipotence, Omniscience, andgasence. It is also
held that there are two substances, or principigser, that the

material energies or substance, namely, Manas,ima,Mnd Atman, or
Spirit. Manas or Mind is held to be something l&k&lind-Stuff, from
which all individual minds are built up--and whithind-Stuff is held to
be eternal. Atman, or Spirit, is held to be anrekprinciple, from

which the Selves or Souls are differentiated. Thaak, or Spirit, or

Self, is regarded as much higher than Mind, whscitsitool and
instrument of expression. This philosophy teachasthrough
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progression, by Reincarnation, the soul advanaas fower to higher
states, on its road to freedom and perfection.

Another great school of Hindu philosophy is thelggophy of Kapila,
generally known as the Sankhya system. This tegapposes the Atomic
Theory of the Vaisheshika system, and holds treaatbms are not
indestructible nor eternal, but may be resolvekhbato a primal
substance called Prakriti. Prakriti is held to beuaiversal, eternal
energy or ethereal substance, something simileettiain Western
scientific conceptions of an Universal Ether. Fritnis eternal,

universal energy, Kapila held that all the univeras been

evolved--all material forms or manifestations oélegy being but
manifestations of Prakriti. But, the Sankhya sysiemot

materialistic, as might be supposed at first glafmreside by side

with Prakriti it offers the principle of Purusha, ®oul, or Spirit, of

which all individual souls are atomic units--theneiple of Purusha
being an Unity of Units, and not an Undivided Onbke Purusha--that is,
its units or Individual Souls--is regarded as eaéemnd immortal.

Prakriti is devoid of mind, but is possessed oivactital energy,

and is capable of producing forms and material featations by reason
of its inherent energy, and laws, and thus produded the Hindus call
"Maya," or material illusion, which they hold to bevoid of reality,
inasmuch as the forms are constantly changing amnd ho permanence.
This philosophy holds that Prakriti, by means @& ¢fhamour of its
manifestations of Maya, entices the individual spal Purushas, which
when once in the centre of attraction of the Maygadxawn into the
vortex of material existence, losing a knowledgéheir real nature.

But the souls never lose entirely the glimmer @fltiight of the

Spirit, and, consequently, soon begin to feel thay have made a
mistake, and consequently begin to strive to esttabondage of
Prakriti and its Maya--but such escape is possihlg through a

gradual rising up from the depths of Maya, stestayp, cycle by cycle,
by a series of purification and cleansing of theuese just as a fly
cleanses itself of the sticky substance into wihtitlas fallen. This
escape is accomplished by Spiritual Unfoldmentwoliion, by means of
Reincarnation--this Evolution not being a "growtbult rather an
"unfoldment” or "unwrapping" of the soul from iterdining sheaths, one
by one.

Another great school of Hindu philosophy is thelgdophy of Patanjali,
generally known as the Yoga Philosophy, but whifteids from the Yogi
Philosophy of the West, which is eclectic in natdree Yoga Philosophy
of Patanjali bears some resemblance to the Sarddingol of Kapila,
inasmuch as it recognizes the teachings regardiakyift, from which
universal energy the material universe has beelvedpand inasmuch as
it also recognizes the countless individual Purasbasouls, which
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are eternal and immortal, and which are entrappédide Maya of
Prakriti. But it then takes a position widely digent from the Sankhya
school, inasmuch as Patanjali's Yoga school hblalisthere also exists
a Supreme Purusha, Spirit, Soul--or God--who ifieut form; infinite;
eternal; and above all attributes and qualitiesroomto man. In this
respect, Patanjali differs from Kapila, and incimather toward
agreement with Kanada, of the first mentioned sthbthe Vaisheshika
system. All three philosophers, however, seem teigdly agree in the
main upon the Mind Principle, which they hold todeneath Soul or
Spirit, and to be in the nature of Mind-Stuff, whiis of a

semi-material nature--Kapila and Patanjali evemgaio far as to hold
that it is a manifestation of Prakriti or the Unisal Energy, rather

than a distinct principle. They hold that the Pheysor Spirit, not

the Mind, is the Real Self, and the source of cimsmness and the real
intelligence. The practical teachings of the sclafdtatanjali is a
system by which the Purusha may escape from andawe the Prakriti,
and thus gain emancipation, freedom, and a retuits hatural and
original purity and power. This school, of coursgches
Reincarnation, and Progression through Rebirthcgordance with the
principles mentioned above.

Another great school of Hindu philosophy is thabwn as the Vedanta
Philosophy, which many consider the most advanéed the Hindu
systems, and which is rapidly growing in populagtyong the educated
Hindus, and also among many very intelligent sttelehphilosophical
thought in the Western world. Its followers clainat the Vedanta
Philosophy has reached the very highest point tdgdphical thought,
speculation and analysis possible to the human ofitbdday, and many
Western students have claimed that it containitjiest conceptions
found in any and all of the great World PhilosoghiBe this as it may,
it certainly contains much that is the most sulséined and keen in
the field of philosophical speculative thought lod tvorld, and while,

as some claim, it may lack the "appeal to the i@lig emotions" that
some other forms of thought possess, still it psoxery attractive to
those in whom intellectual development and effantéhsuperseded the
"emotional” side of philosophy or religion.

The Vedanta System holds that the Ultimate RealityActual Being, of

the universe--the One Absolute Energy or Substaoce which all the
universe proceeds--is THAT which may be called Absolute, which is
eternal, infinite, indivisible, beyond attributesdaqualities, and

which is the source of intelligence. The Absolgdéeld to be One, not
Many--Unique and Alone. It is identical with thersarit "Brahman," and

is held to be THAT which has been called "The Unkable"; the "Father";
the "Over-Soul"; the "Thing-in-ltself'--in short,is THAT which men
mean, and have always meant, when they wishedp@exthe ABSOLUTE
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REALITY. The Vedantists hold that this Absolute Bnaan is the essence
of "Sat," or Absolute Existence; "Chit," or Absauintelligence; and
"Ananda," or Absolute Bliss. Without attemptingetioter into an
analysis, or close exposition, of the Vedanta Bbiy, or so far as
concerns the soul, and its destiny, we may sayitthalds that there

do not exist the countless eternal, immortal souBurushas of the
Sankhya philosophy, but instead that the indiviciaalls are but the
countless "images or reflections” of the Absolugeng, or Brahman, and
have their existence only by reason of the Readtérce of the One
Only Being. Consequently, the Spirit within the soLMan, and which
is "the soul of his soul,” is Divine. The Vedartistdmit the existence
of a "Logos," or Ishwara, the Lord of the Univerado is, however, but
a manifestation of Brahman--a Great Soul, as iewand who presides
over the evolution of Universes from the Prakatd who plays the
part of the Demiurge of the old Grecian and Gngstikosophies. The
Vedantists admit the existence (relative) of Ptalkor Universal
Energy, but hold that it is not eternal, or realtgelf, but is

practically identical with Maya, and may be regards a form of the
Creative Energy of the Absolute, Brahman. This M@ylich while
strictly speaking is illusion inasmuch as it has@al existence or
eternal quality) is the source of time, space, @ukation, and of

the phenomenal universe, with its countless foshapes, and
appearances. The Vedantists teach that the Evolafithe Soul is
accomplished by its escaping the folds of Mayaylateriality, one by
one, by means of Rebirths, until it manifests nare more of its
Divine Nature; and thus it goes on, and on, froghér to still higher,
until at last it enters into the Divine Being artthans Union with

God, and is "One with the Father."

Another great Hindu philosophy is the philosophysaiutama, the Buddha,
which is generally known as the Buddhistic Phildsgmr as Buddhism.
It is difficult to give a clear idea of Buddhismanconcise form, for
there are so many schools, sects, and divisionsiguhis general
school of philosophy, differing upon the minor psiand details of
doctrine, that it requires a lengthy consideratioarder to clear

away the disputed points. Speaking generally, hewetvmay be said
that the Buddhists start with the idea or conceptiban Unknowable
Reality, back of and under all forms and activifytee phenomenal
universe. Buddha refused to discuss the naturdgiReality,

practically holding it to be Unknowable, and in tiegure of an
Absolute Nothing, rather than an Absolute Sometinnipe sense of
"Thingness" as we understand the term; that iaypisis a No-Thing,
rather than a Thing--consequently it is beyond ¢fimbuunderstanding,
or even imagination--all that can be said is th#.i Buddha refused

to discuss or teach of the manner in which thisndmkable came to
manifest upon the Relative Plane, for he held kMe's proper study
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was of the World of Things, and how to escape fhene In a vague way,
however, Buddhism holds that in some way this Unkadale, or a part
thereof, becomes entangled in Maya or lllusiomlgh Avidya or
Ignorance, Law, Necessity, or perhaps somethirtgamature of a
Mistake. And arising from this mistaken activityl, the pain and
sorrow of the universe arises, for the Buddhistibahat the Universe
is a "world of woe," from which the soul is trying escape. Buddhism
holds that the soul Reincarnates often, becausds désires and
attractions, which if nursed and encouraged watld into lives
without number. Consequently, to the Buddhist, Wimdonsists in
acquiring a knowledge of the true state of affgust mentioned, and
then upon that knowledge building up a new lifevimch desire and
attraction for the material world shall be elimiedt to the end that
the soul having "killed out desire" for materiainps--having cut off
the dead branch of lllusion--is enabled to escap®m Karma, and
eventually be released from Rebirth, thence padsaeg into the great
ocean of the Unknowable, or Nirvana, and ceasir8etoso far as the
phenomenal world is concerned, although of courgdliexist in the
Unknowable, which is Eternal. Many Western read®egyine the
Buddhistic Nirvana to be an utter annihilation giséence and being,
but the Hindu mind is far more subtle, and seesash difference
between utter annihilation on the one hand, and&bidn of
personality on the other. That which appears Ngtimss to the Western
Mind, is seen as No-Thingness to the Oriental cptime, and is
considered more of a resumption of an original Eeddtence, rather
than an ending thereof.

There is a great difference between the two gdaids of Buddhism,
the Northern and Southern, respectively, regarthegrature of the
soul. The Northern school considers the soul anity,

differentiated from the Unknowable in some mystesiavay not explained
by Buddha, and yet different from the individuak&sha of the Sankhya
school, before mentioned. On the contrary, the I8atschool does not
regard the soul as a differentiated or distincitgrbut rather as a
centre of phenomenal activity saturated or chavgédthe results of

its deeds, and that therefore the Karma, or theriegsof Deeds, may be
considered as the soul itself, rather than as dungepertaining to

it. The Northern school holds that the soul, accamngxd by its Karma,
reincarnates along the same lines as those taydit the other

Hindu schools of Reincarnation and Karma. But thetBern school, on
the contrary, holds that it is not the soul-entiitgt re-incarnates

(for there is no such entity), but that instead the Karma, or

Essence of Deeds, that reincarnates from lifefép diccording to its
attractions, desires, and merits or demerits. éndkt mentioned view

of the case, the rebirth is compared to the lighthone lamp from

the flame of another, rather than in the trangfgraf the oil from

www.AstrOccult.net


http://www.astroccult.net/

one lamp to another. But, really, these distintiare quite
metaphysical, and when refined by analysis becoamesplitting. It is
said that the two schools of Buddhism are growiegrer together, and
their differences reconciled. The orthodox Hindlasna that Buddhism is
on the decline in India, being largely supplantgdhe various forms

of the Vedanta. On the other hand, Buddhism hasasigio China, Japan
and other countries, where it has taken on newdpand has grown into
a religion of ritualism, creeds, and ceremonialigrith an
accompanying loss of the original philosophy amdaesponding
increase of detail of teaching, doctrine and discgmd general
"churchiness," including a belief in several thaukdifferent kind of
hells. But even in the degenerated forms, Buddisisiirholds to
Reincarnation as a fundamental doctrine.

In this consideration of the philosophies of Indieg, do not consider

it necessary to go into an explanation of the weriforms of

religions, or church divisions, among the Hindumslndia, Religion is

an important matter, and there seems to be somedobreligion adapted
to each one of that country's teeming millions.nFtbe grossest form

of religious superstition, and crudest form of cep@y and worship, up
to the most refined idealism and beautiful symiméisruns the gamut of
the Hindu Religions. Many people are unable to eavgcof an abstract,
ideal Universal Being, such as the Brahman of timeltd Philosophy, and
consequently that Being has been personified @ngropomorphic
Deity, and human attributes bestowed upon him ictlse popular fancy.
In India, as in all other countries, the priesthbagte given the

people that which they asked for, and the resuahas many forms of
churchly ceremonialism, and forms of worship, mamtvhich are
abhorrent and repulsive to Western ideas. But wheiVest are not
entirely free from this fault, as one may see ielkamines some of the
religious conceptions and ceremonies common angn@ant people in
remote parts of our land. Certain conceptionshadrthropomorphic
Deity held by some of the more ignorant peoplenefWestern world are
but little advanced beyond the idea of the Devilj éhe belief in a
horned, cloven-hoofed, spiked-tail, red-coloredyrsbke, leering

Devil, with his Hell of Eternal Fire and Brimstore,not so uncommon
as many imagine. It has not been so long since ere vaught that "one
of the chief pleasures of God and his angels, hadaved souls, will

be the witnessing of the tortures of the damnéddalh, from the walls

of Heaven." And the ceremonies of an old-time Sewutmegro
camp-meeting were not specially elevating or ideal.

Among the various forms of the religions of India ind some of the
before mentioned forms of philosophy believed andyht among the
educated people--often an eclectic policy of chagsind selecting
being observed, a most liberal policy being obsgrttee liberty of
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choice and selection being freely accorded. Betietls always the

belief in Reincarnation and Karma, no matter whatform of worship,
or the name of the religion. There are two thirigg the Hindu mind
always accepts as fundamental truth, needing nofpaxiomic, in fact.
And these two are (1) The belief in a Soul thavises the death of

the body--the Hindu mind seeming unable to difféeta between the
consciousness of "I Am," and "l always Have Beew always Shall
Be"--the knowledge of the present existence betogated as a proof of
past and future existence; and (2) the doctrirRenfhcarnation and
Karma, which are accepted as fundamental and agitoths beyond the
need of proof, and beyond doubt--as a writer haks $Bhe idea of
Reincarnation has become so firmly fixed and roateitie Hindu mind as
a part of belief that it amounts to the dignity docte of a moral
conviction." No matter what may be the theoriesarding the nature of
the universe--the character of the soul--or theception concerning
Deity or the Supreme Being--you will always finettliffering sects,
schools, and individuals accepting Reincarnatiahiarma as they
accept the fact that they themselves are exisbetibat twice one

makes two. Hindu Philosophy cannot be divorced fRamcarnation. To
the Hindu the only escape from the doctrine of Baination seems to be
along the road of the Materialism of the West. Ftbenabove statement
we may except the Hindu Mohammedans and the néiivéu Christians,
partially, although careful observers say that dheise do not escape
entirely the current belief of their country, artetly entertain a
"mental reservation” in their heterodox creeds.y80,see, we are
justified in considering India as the Mother LaridR@incarnation at

the present time.
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CHAPTER VL.

THE MODERN WEST.

In the modern thought of the Western world, we freincarnation
attracting much attention. The Western philosopfoeshe past hundred
years have been approaching the subject with adegwnee of attention
and consideration, and during the past twenty yéen® has been a
marvellous awakening of Western public interegshadoctrine. At the
present time the American and European magazingaiogpoems and
stories based upon Reincarnation, and many noeeks lbeen written
around it, and plays even have been based uparetieral doctrine, and
have received marked attention on the part of theig The idea seems
to have caught the public fancy, and the peopleager to know more
of it.

This present revival of attention has been broagbut largely by the
renewed interest on the part of the Western wanehtd the general
subject of occultism, mysticism, comparative raigioriental
philosophy, etc., in their many phases and forrhe World's Parliament
of Religions, held at the World's Fair in Chicago1893, did much to
attract the attention of the American public to shéject of the

Oriental Philosophies in which Reincarnation playsh a prominent
part. But, perhaps, the prime factor in this reaaved Western interest
in the subject is the work and teachings of theoBbehical Society,
founded by Madame Blavatsky some thirty years agd,which has since
been continued by her followers and several suocgesBut, whatever
may be the cause, the idea of Reincarnation seestsed to play an
important part in the religious and philosophidadught of the West

for some time to come. Signs of it appear on egetg--the subject
cannot be ignored by the modern student of religiodh philosophy.
Whether accepted or not, it must be recognizedexadchined.

But the forms of the doctrine, or theory, regardiegncarnation, vary
almost as much in the Modern West as in the vaifitastern countries at
present, and in the past. We find all phases o$tifigect attracting
attention and drawing followers to its support. élese find the
influence of the Hindu thought, principally throutite medium or
channel of Theosophy, or of the Yogi Philosophyd-#rere we find the
influence of the Grecian or Egyptian philosophicahceptions
manifesting principally through the medium of a raemof occult orders
and organizations, whose work is performed quigtigt with little
recognition on the part of the general public, gbhécy being to

attract the "elect few" rather than the curiousaeteand again we find
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quite a number of persons in America and Europés\beg in
Reincarnation because they are attracted by thespiphy of the
Neo-Platonists, or the Gnostics of the Early ClamsChurch, and
favoring Reincarnation as a proper part of the €flam Religion, and
who while remaining in the bosom of the Churchriptet the teachings
by the light of the doctrine of Rebirth, as did maxf the early
Christians, as we have seen.

The Theosophical conception and interpretation alsge a great number
of the Western Reincarnationists, by reason ofiite circulation and
dissemination, as well as by the fact that it lnastilated a detailed
theory and doctrine, and besides claims the beokditithoritative
instruction on the doctrine from Adepts and Masteis have passed to a
higher plane of existence. We think it proper teegn some little

detail an account of the general teachings of Toy@mgon this point,

the reader being referred to the general Theosapliterature for

more extended information regarding this speciathéng.

Theosophy teaches that the human soul is a corepeardity, consisting
of several principles, sheaths of vehicles, simahose mentioned

by us in our account of Hindu Reincarnation. Thed3ophical books
state these principles as follows: (1) The BodyRopa; (2) Vitality,

or Prana-Jiva; (3) Astral Body, or Linga-Sharid); Animal Soul, or
Kama-Rupa; (5) Human Soul, Manas; (6) SpirituallSouBuddhi; and (7)
Spirit, or Atma. Of these seven principles, theé tashigher Three,
namely, the Atma, Buddhi, and Manas, compose thleeniTrinity of the
Soul--the part of man which persists; while thedoWwour principles,
namely, Rupa, Prana-Jiva, Linga-Sharira, and KamgaRrespectively,
are the lower principles, which perish after thegirag out of the

higher principles at death. At Death the highengples, or Triad,

lives on, while the lower principles of Quarternalgsolve and
separate from each other and finally disintegrateg the lines of a
process resembling chemical action.

Theosophy teaches that there is a great streamas, Br Monads, which
originally emanated from a Source of Being, andchlare pursuing a
spiral journey around a chain of seven globesuatioly the earth,

called the Planetary Chain. The Life Wave of Monagghes Globe A,
and goes through a series of evolutionary lifetpand then passes on
to Globe B, and so on until Globe G is reached,dfeer a continued
life there the Life Wave returns to Globe A, but moa circle, but

rather in a spiral, that is, on a higher planeatiivaty, and the

round begins once more. There are seven Raceslit®@tdehrough on
each globe, many incarnations in each--each Rageghaeven sub-races,
and each sub-race having seven branches. The psagfréhe Life Wave
is illustrated by the symbol of a seven-coil spisaleeping with a
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wider curve at each coil, each coil, however, baivided into a minor
seven-coil spiral, and so on. It is taught thatithman soul is now on
its fourth great round-visit to the Earth, andnsbout the middle of

the fifth Race of that round. The total numberrarnations necessary
for each round is quite large, and the teachirtbas none can escape
them except by special merit and development. Betveach incarnation
there is a period of rest in the Heaven World, evdthan, where the
soul reaps the experiences of the past life, aapgges for the next
step. The period of rest varies with the degregttainment gained by
the soul, the higher the degree the longer the Tést average time
between incarnations is estimated at about fifteerdred years.
Devachan is thus a kind of temporary Heaven, frdrenee the soul must
again pass in time for a rebirth, according torieyits or demerits.
Thus, accordingly, each soul has lived in a vargdtpodies, even
during the present round--having successively maigd as a savage, a
barbarian, a semi-civilized man, a native of Indigypt, Chaldea,
Rome, Greece, and many other lands, in differees agling all kinds

of positions and places in life, tasting of poveahd riches, of

pleasure and pain--all ever leading toward highegs. The doctrine
enunciated by Theosophy is complicated and in&jcatd we can do no
more than to barely mention the same at this place.

Another Western form of the Oriental Teachings,wnas the "Yogi
Philosophy," numbers quite a large number of earstaslents in this
country and in Europe, and has a large circle fife@mce, although it
has never crystallized into an organization, thekw®ing done quietly
and the teachings spread by the sale of populdtsboi the subject
issued at nominal prices. It is based on the Iifieaichings of the
Hindu Philosophy and is Eclectic in nature, demyits inspiration
from the several great teachers, philosophies elmoads, rather than
implicitly following any one of them. Briefly stadethis Western school
of Yogi Philosophy teaches that the Universe igm@sanation from, or
mental creation of, the Absolute whose Creativd Yidvs out in an
outpouring of mental energy, descending from a tm@mlabove Mind,
downward through Mind, Physical Energy, and Matteg grand
Involution or "infolding" of the divine energy intmaterial forms and
states. This Involution is followed by an Evolutjar unfoldment, the
material forms advancing in the scale of evolutemegompanied by a
corresponding Spiritual Evolution, or Unfoldmenttbé Individual
Centres or Units of Being, created or emanatedhageastated. The
course of Evolution, or rather, that phase of thwvhich the present
human race on earth is concerned, has now reagheidteabout midway
in the scale of Spiritual Evolution, and the futwi lead the race

on, and on, to higher and still higher planes datks of being, on

this earth and on other spheres, until it reachssirat
incomprehensible to the mind of man of today, drhtstill on and on,
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until finally the souls will pass into the planetbé Absolute, there

to exist in a state impossible of present comprsibenand
transcending not only the understanding but alearttagination of the
mind of man as we know him.

The Yogi Philosophy teaches that the soul will caimate on earth
until it is fitted to pass on to higher planes efrly, and that many
people are now entering into a stage which wilnieate the
unconscious reincarnation, and which enables tloeimcarnate
consciously in the future without loss of memotytelches that
instead of a retributive Karma, there is a Law piriBual Cause and
Effect, operating largely along the lines of Desirel what has been
called the "Law of Attraction," by which "like a#tcts like," in
persons, environments, conditions, etc. As we Istated, the Yogi
Philosophy follows closely the lines of certain pés of the Hindu
philosophies from which it is derived, it beingwever, rather an
"eclectic" system rather than an exact reprodudtiathat branch of
philosophy favored by certain schools of Hindus knawn by a similar
name, as mentioned in our chapter on "The Hindth&ts to say,
instead of accepting the teachings of any partiddiadu school in
their entirety, the Western school of the Yogi 8sdphy has adopted
the policy of "Eclecticism,"” that is, a system @miling the policy of
selection, choosing from several sources or systatiger than a blind
following of some particular school, cult or teache

The Yogi Philosophy teaches that man is a sevehenlity, consisting
of the following principles, or divisions: 1. Théay&ical Body. 2. The
Astral Body. 3. Prana, or Vital Force. 4. The Instive Mind. 5. The
Intellect. 6. The Spiritual Mind. 7. Spirit. Of tbe, the first four
principles belong to the lower part of the beindpilesthe latter three
are the higher principles which persist and Reina. Man, however,
is gradually evolving on to the plane of the Spa&itMind, and will in
time pass beyond the plane of Intellect, which Hkethen class along
with Instinct as a lower form of mentality, he thesing his Intuition
habitually and ordinarily, just as the intelligenan now uses his
Intellect, and the ignorant man his Instinct-Irgetl and the animal

its Instinct alone. In many points the Yogi Philpkg resembles the
Vedanta, and in others it agrees with Theosophypagh it departs
from the latter in some of the details of doctniegarding the process
of Reincarnation, and particularly in its conceptaf the meaning and
operation of the Law of Karma.

There are many persons in the West who hold fitmlIReincarnation, to
whom the Hindu conceptions, even in the Westermfof their
presentation, do not appeal, and who naturallynadbward the Greek
conception and form of the doctrine. A large numiifdhese people are
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generally classed among the "Spiritualists," algiostrictly speaking
they do not fit into that classification, for thegld that the

so-called "Spirit World" is not a place of permanabode, but rather a
resting place between incarnations. These peopfermthe name
"Spiritists," for they hold that man is essentialgpiritual

being--that the Spirit is the Real Man--and thait thich we call Man
is but a temporary stage in the development antligoo of the
individual Spirit. The Spiritists hold that the imalual Spirit

emanated from the Great Spirit of the Universelédaby one name or
another) at some distant period in the past, asdiban to its

present state of Man, through and by a seriespgfated incarnations,
first in the form of the lowly forms of life, anéhén through the

higher forms of animal life, until now it has reachthe stage of human
life, from whence it will pass on, and on, to higlhed still higher
planes--to forms and states as much higher thahuhman state than man
is above the earthworm. The Spiritists hold thah mél reincarnate in
earthly human bodies, only until the Spirit leaitsdessons and
develops sufficiently to pass on to the next plaigder. They hold

that the planets and the countless fixed starams, are but stages

of abode for the evolving Spirit, and that beyolnel Universe as we
know it there are millions of others--in fact, tha¢ number of
Universes is infinite. The keynote of this doctrmay be stated as
"Eternal Progression” toward the Divine Spirit. T@irits do not

insist upon any particular theory regarding thestitution of the
soul--some of them speak merely of "soul and boadite others hold to
the seven-fold being--the general idea being thati$ unimportant,

as the essential Spirit is after all the Real Self] it matters

little about the number or names of its temporamsngents or vehicles
of expression.

Still another class of Reincarnationists in the WesWorld incline
rather more toward the Grecian and Egyptian forimBedoctrine, than
the Hindu--the ideas of the Neo-Platonists whicth iach a powerful
effect upon the early Christian Church, or rathmoag the "elect few"
among the early Fathers of the Church, seemingve bBprung into
renewed activity among this class. These peopleedsave said in the
beginning of this chapter, are rather inclined ioug themselves into
small organizations or secret orders, rather tbdartn popular cults.
They follow the examples of the ancients in thipest, preferring the
"few elect" to the curious general public who mergish to "taste or
nibble" at the Truth. Many of these organizatiores ot known to the
public, as they studiously avoid publicity or adissment, and trust

to the Law of Attraction to "bring their own to thhe-and them to their
own." The teachings of this class vary in intergtien, and as many of
them maintain secrecy by pledges or oaths, it igpossible to give
their teachings in detail.
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But, generally speaking, they base their doctrorethe general
principle that Man's present condition is due ®'fhescent of

Spirit," in the nature of "The Fall of Man," occung some time in the
far distant past. They hold that Man was origin&8ypirit Pure and
Free," from which blissful state he was enticedhsyglamour of
Material Life, and he accordingly fell from his higr state, lower and
lower until he was sunken deep into the mire oftBtat~rom this lowly
state he then began to work up, or evolve, havirthe dim recesses of
his soul a glimmer of remembrance of his formetestahich dim light
is constantly urging him on and on, toward his ferrastate, in spite
of his frequent stumbling into the mire in his atf#s to rise above

it. This teaching holds to a theory and doctring/\smilar to that of
the "Spiritists" just mentioned, except that while latter, in common
with the majority of Reincarnationists, hold thia¢ tevolution of the
Soul is in the direction of advancement and greatpression, similar
to the growth of a child, these "secret order" pedwld forcibly and
earnestly to the idea that the evolution is meaelReturning of the
Prodigal" to his "Father's Mansion"--the parabléh& Prodigal Son,
and that of the Expulsion from Eden, being helged allegories of
their teaching.

In the above view, the present state of existetius-Earthly Life--is
one of a series of Hells, in the great Hell of Mattrom which Man is
creeping up slowly but surely. According to thisag the Earth is but
midway in the scale, there being depths of Matyialmost impossible
of belief, and on the other hand, heights of hebmeliss equally
incapable of understanding. This is about all iatcan say regarding
this form of the doctrine, without violating ceratonfidences that
have been reposed in us. We fear that we havea@aithuch as it is,
but inasmuch as one would have to be able to 'betdeen the lines" to
understand fully, we trust that those who have ffagtaus with these
confidences will pardon us.

There is still another class of believers in Reina&on, of which

even the general public is not fully aware, fosttlass does not have
much to say regarding its beliefs. | allude to thosthe ranks of the
orthodox Christian Church, who have outgrown théir@ary doctrines, and
who, while adhering firmly to the fundamental Chieia Doctrines, and
while clinging closely to the Teachings of Jesues @inrist, still find

in the idea of Rebirth a doctrine that appeal$&rtsouls and minds
as closer to their "highest conceptions of immdstathan the

ordinary teachings of "the resurrection of the hbdy the vague
doctrines that are taking its place. These ChndRaincarnationists
find nothing in the doctrine of Reincarnation amagtic to their

Faith, and nothing in their Faith antagonistictie tloctrine of
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Reincarnation. They do not use the term Reincarnatsually, but
prefer the term "Rebirth" as more closely expragsieir thought;
besides which the former term has a suggestiopagan and heathen"
origin which is distasteful to them. These peopéeiaclined toward
Rebirth for the reason that it "gives the soul AstChance to Redeem
Itself"--other chances to perfect itself to enter Heavenly Realms.
They do not hold to an idea of endless reincarnatio even of
continued earthly incarnation for all, their idezrty that the soul

that is prepared to enter heaven passes on thene@thaving learned
enough and earned enough merit in the few liveastlived on
earth--while the unprepared, undeveloped, and,warft bound to come
back and back again until they have attained Peofesufficient to
enable them to advance to the Heaven World.

A large number of the Christian Reincarnationigtsmay call them by
that name, hold that Heaven is a place or stagerhal Progression,
rather than a fixed state or place--that ther@istanding still in

Heaven or Earth--that "In my Father's House areyMdansions.” To the
majority, this idea of Progression in the Higheairiéls seems to be a
natural accompaniment to the Spiritual Progresthanleads to the
Higher Planes, or Heaven. At any rate, the twosdseem always to have
run together in the human mind when the genergéstibhas been under
consideration, whether in past time or present;tiidreamong Christians
or "pagans and heathen."” There seems to be ativiattecognition of
the connection of the two ideas. And on the otlaedhthere seems to
be a close connection between the several vieWspetial creation” of
the soul before both--the single earth-life--anel ¢kernity of reward

or punishment in a state or place lacking progoessr change. Human
thought on the subject seems to divide itself tato distinct and
opposing groups.

There are quite a number of Christian preacheis naambers of orthodox
churches, who are taking an earnest interest sndihctrine of

Rebirth, and Eternal Progression here and hereéfisrbeing

considered by many whose church associates daispést them of being
other than strictly orthodox in their views. Sonaydhere will be a
"breaking out" of this idea in the churches, whem lbelievers in the
doctrine grow in numbers and influence. It will sotrprise careful
observers to see the Church once more acceptirdpttiane of Rebirth
and reinstating the doctrine of Pre-existence-rratig to two of its
original truths, long since discarded by orderhaf Councils. Prof.

Bowen has said: "It seems to me that a firm and-greunded faith in

the doctrine of Christian Metempsychosis might helpegenerate the
world. For it would be a faith not hedged roundhattany of the
difficulties and objections which beset other formigloctrine, and it
offers distinct and pungent motives for tryingead a more Christian
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life, and for loving and helping our brother-maArid as James Freeman
Clarke has said: "It would be curious if we shofindl science and
philosophy taking up again the old theory of metsyaposis, remodelling
it to suit our present modes of religious and dderthought, and
launching it again on the wide ocean of human bdliet stranger

things have happened in the history of human opihio

So, as we have said, there is a great varietyarfeshof belief in the
Western world regarding Reincarnation today, ardstindent will have
no difficulty in finding just the shade of opinid@st suited to his
taste, temperament and training or experience. gaiyey do in
detail, and theory, there is still the same fundatadeand basic truth

of the One Source--the One Life--and Reincarnatieaching ever toward
perfection and divinity. It seems impossible taydise the doctrine so
as to change its basic qualities--it will alwayswshts original

shape. And, so it is with the varying opinionslod WWestern thought
regarding it--the various cults advocating somenfof its

doctrine--the original doctrine may be learned anderstood in spite
of the fanciful dressings bestowed upon it. "Thatfis One--Men call
it by many names."

It may be of interest to Western readers to meritiahsome of the
teachers of Occultism and Reincarnation hold thatpresent revival

of interest on the subject in the Western worldus to the fact that

in Europe and America, more particularly the lattkere is occurring

a reincarnating of the souls of many persons whegllfrom fifteen
hundred to two thousand years ago, and who wereldbkevers in the
doctrine. According to this view, those who are rattwvacted toward the
Hindu forms of the doctrine formerly lived as naswof India; those
who favor the Grecian idea, lived in Ancient Greexters favor the
Egyptian idea, from similar reasons; while the val/of Neo-Platonism,
Gnosticism and general Mysticism, among the predaptChristians is
accounted for by the fact that the early Christiaresnow

reincarnating in the Western world, having beemrelas Christians
according to the Law of Karmic Attraction. In tmsanner the advocates
of the doctrine offer the present revival as anofineof of their
teachings.
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CHAPTER VII.

BETWEEN AND BEYOND INCARNATIONS.

One of the first questions usually asked by stuglefithe subject of
Reincarnation is: "Where does the soul dwell betwiaearnations; does
it incarnate immediately after death; and whatsdinal abode or
state?" This question, or questions, have beerddsim the beginning,
and probably will be asked so long as the humard mwells upon the
subject. And many are the answers that have been tp the
guestioners by the teachers and "authorities" twpersubject. Let us
consider some of the leading and more "authorgatanswers.

In the first place, let us consider that phasénefquestion which
asks: "Does the soul incarnate immediately aftatid® Some of the
earlier Reincarnationists believed and taughtttiatsoul
reincarnated shortly after death, the short pdnetgveen incarnations
being used by the soul in adjusting itself, stigkanbalance of
character, and preparing for a new birth. Otheld tiat there was a
period of waiting and rest between incarnationsylich the soul
'mentally digested' the experiences of the lastjlist completed, and
then considered and meditated over the mistakexlitmade, and
determined to rectify the mistakes in the nextlitdoeing held that
when the soul was relieved of the necessities dénah existence, it
could think more clearly of the moral nature ofatgs, and would be
able to realize the spiritual side of itself morstidctly, in

addition to having the benefit of the spiritual gE#ctive occasioned
by its distance from the active scenes of life, im$ being able to
better gauge the respective "worth-whileness" eftttings of material
life.

At the present time, the most advanced studerttsecgubject hold that
the average period of rest between incarnatioabasit fifteen hundred
years, the less advanced souls hastening backttoiea very short
time, the more advanced preferring a long perioekst, meditation and
preparation for a new life. It is held that the Isofua gross,

material, animal-like person will incarnate verysty after death,

the period of rest and meditation being very sHortthe reason that
there is very little about which such a soul couleditate, as all of

its attractions and desires are connected withnmaatdée. Many souls
are so "earth-bound" that they rush back at oncenmaterial
embodiment if the conditions for rebirth are fauaea and they are
generally favorable for there seems to be alwaysbaimdant supply of
new bodies suitable for such souls in the famiiegeople of the same

www.AstrOccult.net


http://www.astroccult.net/

character and nature, which afford congenial opputies for such a
soul to reincarnate. Other souls which have pregeks: little further
along the path of attainment, have cultivated igéér part of
themselves somewhat, and enjoy to a greater ettemeriod of
meditation and spiritual life afforded them. And as the scale
advances--as the attraction for material life gréegs, the period of
purely spiritual existence between incarnationswgréonger, and it is
said that the souls of persons who are highly ages spiritually
sometimes dwell in the state of rest for ten thadsgears or more,
unless they voluntarily return sooner in orderaioet part in the work
of uplifting the world. It must be remembered, lrstconnection, that
the best teaching is to the effect that the adwésoels are rapidly
unfolding into the state in which they are enalitegreserve
consciousness in future births, instead of losirag iis the usual
case, and thus they take a conscious part in teetea of the
conditions for rebirth, which is wisely denied pmns of a more
material nature and less spiritual development.

The next phase of the question: "Where does thiedszll between
incarnations?" is one still more difficult of answewing to the
various shades of opinion on the subject. Stiltehe a fundamental
agreement between the different schools, and wletsh#o give you
the essence or cream of the thought on the suljettte first place,

all occultists set aside any idea of there beifyglace" in which the
souls dwell--the existence of "states" or "planeexistence" being
deemed sufficient for the purpose. It is held thate are many planes
of existence in any and every portion of spacecivpianes
interpenetrate each other, so that entities dvgethin one plane
usually are not conscious of the presence of thasenother plane.
Thus, an inhabitant of a high plane of being, inchithe vibrations of
substance are much higher than that which we oceupyld be able to
pass through our material world without the slightehnowledge of its
existence, just as the "X rays" pass through thst swlid object, or

as light passes through the air. It is held thatelare many planes

of existence much higher than the one we occugyuaon which the
disembodied souls dwell. There are many detailardigg these planes,
taught by the different schools of occultism, ariggalism, but we
have neither the time nor space to consider thdength, and must
content ourselves with mentioning but a few leadingypical beliefs
or teachings on the subject.

The Theosophists teach that just when the soukékethe body, there
occurs a process of psychic photography in whiehptst life, in all

of its details, is indelibly imprinted on the inngrbstance of the

soul, thus preserving a record independent of tampthe latter

being left behind in the physical body. Then thér&lBody, or Etheric
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Double, detaches itself from the body, from whicé Vital Force, or
Prana-Jiva also departs at the same time, thelAidy enfolding also
the four other principles, and together the Fivevising Principles
pass on to the plane of Kama Loka, or the Astrah®lbf Desire. Kama
Loka is that part of the Astral Plane nearest éortiaterial plane, and
is very closely connected with the latter. If tioeilsis filled with

hot and earnest desire for earth life, it may pedceo further, but

may hasten back to material embodiment, as weasaidment ago. But if
the soul has higher aspirations, and has develty@ekigher part of
itself, it presses on further, in which case the#8ody, and the
Animal Soul which is the seat of the passions andggr desires,
disintegrate, and thus release the Triad, or tfolkeehigher nature of
the soul, namely the higher human soul, the spirgoul, and the
spirit--or as some term them, the intellect, theitsgal mind, and the
spirit. The Triad then passes on to what is knos/tha plane of
Devachan, where it rests divested of the lowersparits nature, and

in a state of bliss and in a condition in whiciniy make great
progress by reason of meditation, reflection, Ktama Loka has been
compared to the Purgatory of the Catholics, whicksembles in more
ways than one, according to the Theosophists. Devras sometimes
called the Heaven World by Theosophists, the woedmmng "the state or
plane of the gods."”

Theosophy teaches that the Soul Triad dwells inadkan "for a period
proportionate to the merit of the being," and frairence in the proper
time "the being is drawn down again to be reborthéworld of
mortals.” The Law of Karma which rules the earta-6f man, and which
regulates the details of his rebirth, is said terape on the

Devachnic Plane as well, thus deciding the timki®fibode on that
plane, and the time when the soul shall proceedtinth. The state of
existence in Devachan is described at length iTtesophical
writings, but is too complex for full consideratibere. Briefly

stated, it may be said that it is taught that tfleedn Devachan is in

the nature of a Dream of the Best that is In Uat-tk, a condition in
which the highest that is in us is given a chawoceekpression and
growth, and development. The state of the soulamaghan is said to be
one of Bliss, the degree depending upon the degrgairitual
development of the soul, as the Bliss is of arrelytspiritual

nature. It may be compared to a state of peopeniisg to some
beautiful music--the greater the musical develogméthe person, the
greater will be his degree of enjoyment. It is dksaght that just as

the soul leaves Devachan to be reincarnatedgivean a glimpse of

its past lives, and its present character, thaty realize the

Karmic relations between the cause and effechdcend that its new
life may be improved upon--then it sinks into aestaf unconsciousness
and passes on to rebirth.
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The Western school of the Yogi Philosophy givesdaa of the state
between incarnations, somewhat eclectic in itsimragreeing with the
Theosophical teaching in some respects, and diffefrom it in others.
Let us take a hasty glance at it. In the first pla@oes not use the
terms "Kama Loca" and "Devachan" respectively,ibstiead treats the
whole series of planes as the great "Astral Waettitaining many
planes, divisions, and subdivisions--many sub-@aaad divisions of
the same. The teaching is that the soul passes the body, leaving
behind its physical form, together with its Prama/@al Energy, and
taking with it the Astral Body, the Instructive Minand the higher
principles. The "last vision" of the past life,which the events of

that life are impressed upon the soul just asatds the body, is

held to be a fact--the soul sees the past lifevalsade, and in all of

its minutest details at the moment of death, amglutged that the
dying person should be left undisturbed in his tagtnents for this
reason, and that the soul may become calm and fpéadesn starting on
its journey. On one of the Astral Planes the soadigally discards its
Astral Body and its Instinctive Mind, but retains higher vehicles or
sheaths. But it is taught that this discardingheflbwer sheaths
occurs after the soul has passed into a "soul-sdw'hdn a sub-plane of
the Astral World, from which it awakens to findatsclothed only in

its higher mental and spiritual garments of beamy] free from the
grosser coverings and burdens. The teachings ¥éyen the soul has
cast off the confining sheaths, and has reachest#te for which it

is prepared, it passes to the plane in the Asti@dfor which it is
fitted, and to which it is drawn by the Law of Aidttion. The planes of
the Astral World interpenetrate, and souls dweltimgone plane are not
conscious of those dwelling on another, nor cag fass from one plane
to another, with this exception--that those dwgllon a higher plane
are able to see (if they so desire) the planesbilem in the order

of development, and are also able to visit thegselplanes if they so
desire. But those on the lower planes are nottaldéher see or

visit the planes above them--not that there issiclaman at the gate'
to prevent them, but for the same reason thahadisot able to pass
from the water to the plane of air above that wafEine same teachings
tell us that the souls on the higher planes ofteit viends and
relatives on the lower, so that there is alwaysoipygortunity for

loved ones, relatives and friends meeting in thay,yvand also many
souls on the higher planes pass to the lower plkan@sler to instruct
and advise those dwelling on the latter, the rekbaltin some cases
there may be a progression from a lower to a higlare of the Astral
World by promotion earned by this instruction. Refyag Rebirth, from
the Astral World, the teachings say:

"But sooner or later, the souls feel a desire 1o gaw experiences,
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and to manifest in earth-life some of the advancemich has come to
them since 'death,’ and for these reasons, andtfrerattraction of
desires which have been smoldering there, not lwedr cast off, or,
possibly influenced by the fact that some loved,somia lower plane,

is ready to incarnate and wishing to be incarnatatie same time in
order to be with it (which is also a desire) thalsdall into the

current sweeping toward rebirth, and the seleatigoroper parents and
advantageous circumstances and surrounding, asehsequence again
fall into a soul-slumber, gradually, and so whegirtime comes they
'die' to the plane upon which they have been exjsand are 'born’

into a new physical life and body. A soul doesfndly awaken from its
sleep immediately at birth, but exists in a dreédm-$tate during the
days of infancy, its gradual awakening being evegeinby the growing
intelligence of the babe, the brain of the chilekag pace with the
demands made upon it. In some cases the awakenimgmature, and we
see cases of prodigies, child-genius, etc., but sases are more or
less abnormal, and unhealthy. Occasionally thendiregasoul in the
child half-wakes, and startles us by some profargervation, or
mature remark or conduct."

The third phase of the question: "What is the fstate or abode of

the soul?" is one that reaches to the very cemtieeart of

philosophical and religious thought and teachirachEphilosophy and
religion has its own explanation, or interpretatadrihe Truth, and it

is not for us to attempt to select one teachinghftbe many in this
work. The reader will find many references to theseous explanations
and teachings as he reads the several chaptdis dbtok, and he may
use his own discrimination and judgment in selectiat which appeals
to him the most strongly. But he will notice thiagte is a fundamental
agreement between all of the teachings and belieésprinciple that

the movement of the soul is ever upward and onward that there is no
standing still in spiritual development and unfolelth Whether the
end--if end there be--is the reaching of a statglisk in the

presence of the Divine One--or whether the weauy fsods rest "in the
Bosom of the Father,"” by what has been called "Wmigh God"--the
vital point for the evolving soul is that theré'abetter day

coming"--a haven of rest around the turn of thelréend whatever may
be the details of the Truth, the fact remains wisdtever state awaits
the soul finally, it must be Good, and in accorgawnith Divine Wisdom
and Ultimate Justice and Universal Love.

The majority of occultists look forward to an emdtle sense of being
absorbed in the Divine Being, not in the sensenaftalation, but in
the sense of reaching a consciousness "of the Wintte Whole"--this
is the true meaning of "Nirvana." But whether théstrue, or whether
there is a place of final rest in the highest gypadirealms other
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than in the sense of absorption in the Divine, betler there is a

state of Eternal Progression from plane to plamanfrealm to realm,

on and on forever Godward, and more and more Gad-the End must be
Good, and there is nothing to Fear, for "the PaWwat rules Here,

rules There, and Everywhere. And remember thisegkers after

ultimate truths--the highest authorities informthigt even the few

stages or planes just ahead of us in the jourreeg@far beyond our
present powers of conception, that they are prabttionknowable to
us--this being so, it will be seen that states veugh nearer to us

than the End must be utterly beyond the powersniytof our
understanding but also of our imagination, evenmwsteained to its
utmost. This being so, why should we attempt tecglage about The End?
Instead, why not say with Newman:

"I do not ask to see the distant scene.
One step enough for me--
Lead Thou me on!"

It is said that when Thoreau was dying, a frierahéel over and taking
him by the hand, said: "Henry, you are so neahéddorder now, can
you see anything on the other side?" And the d¥ingreau replied: "One
world at a time, Parker!" And this seems to begteat lesson of
Life--One Plane at a Time! But though the Veil sislis impossible of
being lifted entirely, still there is a Somethitngt enables one to

see at least dimly the features of the Goddessde¢he veil. And that
Something is that Intelligent Faith that "knowdthaugh it is unable

to explain even to itself. And the voice of than&athing Within

informs him who has that Faith: All Is Well, Broth&or beyond planes,
and states, and universes, and time, and spaceaamel and form, and
Things--there must be THAT which transcends thdmaatl from which
they all proceed. Though we may not know what TH#&Tthe fact that It
must exist--that It IS, is a sufficient guaranteattthe LAW is in

constant operation on all planes, from the loweshé highest, and

that THE COSMOS IS GOVERNED BY LAW! And this beisg, not even
an atom may be destroyed, nor misplaced, nor surfestice; and all will
attain the End rightly, and know the "Sat-chit-astahof the

Hindus--the Being-Wisdom-Bliss Absolute that alllpbophies and
religions agree upon is the Final State of the &dds And to the

occultist All are Blessed, even to the last souhim scale of life.

And over all the tumult and strife of Life therealbvays that
Something--THAT--silently brooding, and watchingdawvaiting--the Life,
Light, and Love of the All. Such is the messagéheflllumined of all
ages, races, and lands. Is it not worthy of o@nétin and
consideration?
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CHAPTER VIII.

THE JUSTICE OF REINCARNATION.

There are three views entertained by men who leliethe existence of
the soul--there are many shades of belief and opion the subject,

but they may be divided into three classes. THes®tviews,
respectively, are as follows: (1) That the sodpscially created by

the Supreme Power at the time of conception, ¢in,bénd that its
position on earth, its circumstances, its degraatefligence, etc.,

are fixed arbitrarily by that power, for some ingeble reason of its
own; (2) That the soul was pre-existent, thathat it existed before
conception and birth, in some higher state not igtded by us, from
whence it was thrust into human form and birthpdsition on earth,

its circumstances, its degree of intelligence,, &king determined by
causes unknown to us; (3) That the soul is one@ohtless others

which emanated from the Source of Being at somegan the past, and
which souls were equal in power, intelligence, apyaty, etc., and
which worked its way up by spiritual evolution frdawly forms of
expression and life to its present state, from wkahis destined to
move on and on, to higher and still higher formd states of

existence, until in the end, after millions of seohsxistence in the
highest planes of expressed life it will again retto the Source of
Being from which it emanated, and becomes "one thighFather,” not in
a state of annihilated consciousness, but in aitonaf universal
consciousness with All. This view holds that thegent condition of
each soul is due to its own progress, developnagivencement,
unfoldment, or the lack of the same--the soul bémgwn Fate and
Destiny--the enforcer of the Law upon itself, unthe Law of Karma.

Considering the first named view, namely that thel & newly created,
and that its condition has been arbitrarily fixgdtie Divine Power,
the student free from prejudice or fear finds ffidilt to escape the
conclusion that under this plan of creation therkacking a
manifestation of Divine Justice. Even admitting iiebility of the

finite mind to fully grasp infinite principles, mas still forced to

the realization of the manifest inequality and stice of the relative
positions of human beings on earth, providing thatsame is thrust
arbitrarily upon them; and it would seem that namant of future reward
could possibly equalize or explain these conditidhdess there be
"something back of it all," it would certainly se¢hat Injustice was
manifested. Of course, many argue that the idgaistice has nothing
to do with the universal processes, but all whokaf a Divine Being,
filled with Love, and Justice, are compelled tothihat such

gualities must manifest themselves in the creatodrssich a Being.
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And, if there be nothing "back of it all,” then tbandid observer must
confess that the scheme of Justice manifested $$ faualty according
even to the human imperfect idea of Justice.

As Figuier, a French writer said about forty yeage: "If there are a
few men well organized, of good constitution anbust health, how many
are infirm, idiotic, deaf-mute, blind from birth,aimed, foolish and
insane? My brother is handsome and well-shapeuh ugly, weakly,
rickety, and a hunchback. Yet we are sons of theesaother. Some are
born into opulence, others into the most dreadfuttwWhy am | not a
prince and a great lord, instead of a poor pilgsimthe earth,

ungrateful and rebellious? Why was | born in Eurapd at Paris,
whereby civilization and art life is rendered sugipble and easy,
instead of seeing the light under the burning skfdse tropics,

where, dressed out in a beastly muzzle, a skirkldad oily, and locks
of wool, | should have been exposed to the doubslménts of a deadly
climate and a barbarous society? Why is not a Wweet@frican negro in
my place in Paris, in conditions of comfort? We dnasither of us,

done nothing to entitle us to our assigned plaseshave invited

neither this favor nor that disgrace. Why is theaural distribution of
the terrible evils that fall upon some men, andespdhers? How have
those deserved the partiality of fortune, who livéappy lands, while
many of their brethren suffer and weep in othetsaf the world?"

Figuier continues: "Some men are endowed witheatifits of mind;
others, on the contrary, are devoid of intelligempeEnetration and
memory. They stumble at every step in their roufghdaths. Their
limited intelligence and their imperfect facultiespose them to all
possible mortifications and disasters. They caeeed in nothing, and
Fate seems to have chosen them for the constardtslgf its most
deadly blows. There are beings who, from the moraétiteir birth to
the hour of their death, utter only cries of suffgrand despair. What
crime have they committed? Why are they here othedrhey have not
petitioned to be here; and if they could, they widedve begged that
this fatal cup might be taken from their lips. Trag here in spite of
themselves, against their will. God would be unarsd wicked if he
imposed so miserable an existence upon beings at® done nothing to
incur it, and have not asked for it. But God is aojust or wicked:

the opposite qualities belong to his perfect essenhberefore the
presence of man on such or such parts of the earththe unequal
distribution of evil on our globe, must remain upemned. If you know
a doctrine, a philosophy, or a religion that solihesse difficulties,

| will destroy this book, and confess myself varstped."

The orthodox theology answers Figuier's questiothbyargument that
"in our finite understanding, we cannot pretendrnderstand God's
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plans, purposes and designs, nor to criticizedris fof justice." It

holds that we must look beyond that mortal life tioe evidence of
God's love, and not attempt to judge it accordmg/hat we see here on
earth of men's miseries and inequalities. It hth@s the suffering

and misery come to us as an inheritance from Adanth,as a result of
the sins of our first parents; but that if we agedd" it will all be

evened up and recompensed in the next world. Ofeahe extremists
who hold to Predestination have held that some Wwappy and some
miserable, simply because God in the exercise iHll had elected
and predestined them to those conditions, but itlevecarcely be fair

to quote this as the position of current theoldmpgause the tendency
of modern theological thought is away from thataeption. We mention
it merely as showing what some have thought oktligect. Others have
sought refuge in the idea that we suffer for tims sif our parents,
according to the old doctrine that "the sins ofplaeents shall be

visited upon the children,” but even this is noaatordance with

man's highest idea of justice and love.

Passing on to the second view, namely that thevgasilpre-existent,
that is, existed in some higher state not undedsbyous, from whence

it was thrust into human form, etc., we note thatquestions as to

the cause of inequality, misery, etc., consideretbaent ago, are

still actively with us--this view does not straightout the question

at all. For whether the soul was pre-existent lmgher state, or

whether it was freshly created, the fact remaias &l souls they must
be equal in the sense of being made by the sancegsoand from the
same material, and that up to the point of theibesiiment they had not
sinned or merited any reward or punishment, northag earned anything
one way or another. And yet, according to the thethiese equally
innocent and inexperienced souls are born, sonmg ltkrust into the
bodies of children to be born in environments cangkito advancement,
development, etc., and gifted with natural advaesagvhile others are
thrust into bodies of children to be born into thest wretched
environments and surroundings, and devoid of matyral
advantages--not to speak of the crippled, deforraed pain-ridden ones
in all walks of life. There is no more explanatiofithe problem in

this view than there was in the first mentioned.one

Passing on to the third view, namely, that the sahe of countless

others which emanated from the Source of Being a&gosequal in power,

opportunities, etc., and which individual soul mawked its way up to

its present position through many rebirths andslivie which it has
gained many experiences and lessons, which deteritsipresent
condition, and which in turn will profit by the epences and lessons
of the present life by which the next stage ofifeswill be
determined--we find what many have considered ttheenly logical and
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possible explanation of the problem of life's inalifies, providing

there is an "answer" at all, and that there issargh thing as a

"soul," and a loving, just God. Figuier, the Fremafiter, from whom we
guoted that remarkable passage breathing the pessiof the old view
of life, a few moments ago, admitted that in rébwas to be found a
just explanation of the matter. He says: "If, o@ tlontrary, we admit
the plurality of human existences and reincarnatibat is, the

passage of the same soul through several bodig$isails made
wonderfully clear. Our presence on such or sucaraqgd the earth is

no longer the effect of a caprice of Fate, or #mult of chance,; it

is merely a station in the long journey that we enttkough the world.
Before our birth, we have already lived, and thHes ik the sequel and
result of previous ones. We have a soul that we pwsy, improve and
ennoble during our stay upon earth; or having dyemmpleted an
imperfect and wicked life, we are compelled to begnew one, and thus
strive to rise to the level of those who have passeto higher

planes."

The advocates of Reincarnation point out thatdlkeea iof Justice is

fully carried out in that view of life, inasmuch afat we are is
determined by what we have been; and what we bba#l determined by
what we are now; and that we are constantly urgelydhe pressure of
the unfolding spirit, and attracted upward by theii2 One. Under this
conception there is no such thing as Chance--alteerding to Law.

As an ancient Grecian philosopher once said: "Withbe doctrine of
metempsychosis, it is not possible to justify theysvof God," and many
other philosophers and theologians have followed ihithis thought. If
we enjoy, we have earned it; if we suffer, we haamed it; in both
cases through our own endeavors and efforts, anblyriwhance," nor by
reason of the merits or demerits of our forefatheos because of
"predestination” nor "election” to that fate. Ifsloe true, then one

is given the understanding to stoically bear thagpand miseries of

this life without cursing Fate or imputing injusito the Divine. And
likewise he is given an incentive toward making Itlest of his
opportunities now, in order to pass on to highet more satisfactory
conditions in future lives. Reincarnationists clahmat rewards and
punishments are properly awarded only on the plaméhich the deed,
good or bad, was committed, "else their naturéd@nged, their effects
impaired, and their collateral bearings lost." Atamron the subject

has pointed out this fact in the following wordBhysical outrage has
to be checked by the infliction of physical paindahot merely by the
arousing of internal regret. Honest lives find aygprate consequence

in visible honor. But one career is too short fug precise balancing

of accounts, and many are needed that every goedlatone in each
may be requited on the earth where it took plalceréference to this
mention of rewards and penalties, we would say\tbat many advanced
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Reincarnationists do not regard the conditionsfefds "rewards and
punishments," but, on the contrary, look upon tlsnfiorming part of
the Lessons in the Kindergarten of Life, to bernearand profited by
in future lives. We shall speak of this furtheiour consideration of
the question of "Karma"--the difference is vitaldashould be closely
observed in considering the subject.

Before we pass from the consideration of the qoesif Justice, as
exemplified by Reincarnation, we would call youeation to the
difference in the views of life and its rewards gmohishments held by
the orthodox theologians and the Reincarnationieigpectively. On the
one hand, the orthodox theologians hold that ferdéeds, good or

evil, performed by a man during his short lifetiofea few years, and
then performed under conditions arbitrarily imposedn him at birth by
his Creator, man is rewarded or punished by amieyesf happiness or
misery--heaven or hell. Perhaps the man has liw¢die or two years
of reasonable understanding--or full three-scocktan--and has
violated certain moral, ethical or even religioa®/$, perhaps only to
the extent of refusing to believe something thatrbason absolutely
refused to accept--for this he is doomed to anlas®ng sojourn in a
place of pain, misery or punishment, or a statevatgnt thereto. Or,

on the other hand, he has done the things thatidiet ®o have done,
and left undone the things that he ought not teedone--even though
this doing and not-doing was made very easy forlbymeason of his
environment and surroundings--and to crown his tiediife he had
accepted the orthodox creeds and beliefs of hiefaf as a matter of
course--then this man is rewarded by an eternitylis§, happiness and
joy--without end. Try to think of what ETERNITY mest-think of the aeons
upon geons of time, on and on, and on, forever-Haagoor sinner is
suffering exquisite torture all that time, and Ihtene to come,

without limit, respite, without mercy! And all treame time, the "good"
man is enjoying his blissful state, without linot, end, or satiety!

And the time of probation, during which the two Wwed out their future
fate, was as a grain of sand as compared withdtetless universes in
space in all eternity--a relation which reducesgpan of man's

lifetime to almost absolutely NOTHING, mathematigadonsidered. Think
of this--is this Justice?

And on the other hand, from the point of view of fReincarnationist,
is not the measure of cause and effect more edyaljsted, even if
we regard it as a matter of "reward and punishmenttude view by

the way--when we see that every infraction of #we is followed by a
corresponding effect, and an adherence to the Yaavgroportionate

effect. Does not the "punishment fit the crime'téein this case--the
rewards also. And looking at it from a reasonatmipof view, devoid
from theological bias, which plan seems to be #& kxemplification


http://www.astroccult.net/

www.AstrOccult.net

of Justice and Natural Law, not to speak of théadiddivine Justice

and Cosmic Law? Of course, we are not urging tieesees as "proofs" of
Reincarnation, for strictly speaking "proof" muist dutside of
speculation of "what ought to be"--proof belongshe region of "what
is" and "facts in experience." But, nevertheledsijewone is

considering the matter, it should be viewed frorarg\possible aspect,
in order to see "how it works out."

It is also urged along the lines of the JusticReincarnation, as
opposed to the injustice of the contrary doctrihat there are many
cases of little infants who have only a few daysneutes, of this

life, before they pass out of the body in deathcakding to the
anti-reincarnation doctrine, these little soulsénaeen freshly

created, and placed into physical bodies, and wh#ut having had to
taste of the experiences of life, are usheredtimtdigher planes,
there to pass an eternal existence--while othds $@ve to live out
their long lives of earth in order to reach the sdngher states, and
then, according to the prevailing doctrine, eveantthey may have
earned eternal punishment instead of eternal Iissording to this
idea the happiest fate would be for all to dierdarits (providing we
were baptized, some good souls would add), andehéh of an infant
should be the occasion for the greatest rejoicmghe part of those
who love it. But in spite of the doctrine, humarnuna does not so act.
According to the doctrine of Reincarnation, thédibabe's soul was
but pursuing the same path as the rest of the-riabad its past, as
well as its future, according to Law and Justicénilé/ if the ordinary
view be correct, no one would begrudge the infesnbappy fate, still
one would have good cause for complaint as theulsléy and Injustice
of others having to live out long lives of painsecbmfort and misery,
for no cause, instead of being at once translatteda higher life as
was the infant. If the ordinary view be true, thrémy the need of
earth-life at all--why not create a soul and thé&ace it in the

heavenly realms at once,; if it is possible and prap some cases, why
not in all; if the experience is not indispensabien why impose it

on certain souls, when all are freshly createdeandal in merit and
deserts? If earthly life has any virtue, then tifant's soul is

robbed of its right. If earthly life has no virtuée adult souls are
forced to live a useless existence on earth, rgntiia risk of
damnation if they fail, while the infant souls gseahis. Is this
equality of opportunity and experience, or Justi€e&re would seem to
be something wrong with either the facts, or theotly. Test the
problem with the doctrine of Reincarnation, and lsew it works out!
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CHAPTER IX.

THE ARGUMENT FOR REINCARNATION.

In addition to the consideration of Justice, them® many other
advantages claimed by the advocates of Reincamatiich are worthy of
the careful consideration of students of the pnolbdd the soul. We

shall give to each of these principal points aflw@nsideration in

this chapter, that you may acquaint yourself wigh $several points of

the argument.

It is argued that the principle of analogy rendensore reasonable to
believe that the present life of the soul is but bnk in a great

chain of existences, which chain stretches far lr@ckthe past on one
side, and far out into the future on the othemtimasuppose that it
has been specially created for this petty termfefrayears of earth
life, and then projected for weal or woe into aereity of spiritual
existence. It is argued that the principle of Etiolu on the Physical
Plane points to an analogy of Evolution of the Bgad Plane. It is
reasoned that just as birth on the next plandefdilows death on
the present one, so analogy would indicate thaaéhdon past planes
preceded birth on this, and so on. It is arguetiéhery form of life
that we know of has arisen from lower forms, whitlurn arose from
still lower forms, and so on; and that followingetdame analogy the
soul has risen from lower to higher, and will moantto still higher
forms and planes. It is argued that "special cpeatis unknown in the
universe, and that it is far more reasonable tdyape principle of
evolution to the soul than to consider it as arepkion and violation
of the universal law.

It is also claimed by some thinkers that the idefuture-existence
presupposes past-existence, for everything thaeigun" must "end"
some time, and therefore if we are to supposetiieatoul is to

continue its existence in the future, we must tlohk as having an
existence in the past--being eternal at both ehtlsecearth-life, as

it were. Opponents of the idea of immortality awad of arguing that
there was no more reason for supposing that angowitl continue to
exist after the death of the body, than there wasdpposing that it

had existed previously. A well-known man once wsleed the question:
"What becomes of a man's soul after death?" whesvaded the question
by answering: "It goes back to where it came froAmd to many this
idea has seemed sufficient to make them doubtigee of immortality.
The ancient Greek philosophers felt it logicallessary for them to
assert the eternal pre-existence of the soul iardadjustify their

claim of future existence for it. They argued tifidhe soul is
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immortal, it must have always existed, for an imtabthing could not
have been created--if it was not immortal by natiireould never be
made so, and if it was immortal by nature, thévad always existed.
The argument usually employed is this: A thingiikex mortal or
immortal, one or the other; if it is mortal it hiasen born and must

die; if it is immortal, it cannot have been borejther can it die;
mortality means subject to life and death--immataheans immunity
from both. The Greeks devoted much time and catleis@argument, and
attached great importance to it. They reasonednibtaiing that
possessed Reality could have emerged from nothasgner could it pass
into nothingness. If it were Real it was Eternfit was not Eternal

it was not Real, and would pass away even as itooas They also
claimed that the sense of immortality possessetthéd¥go, was an
indication of its having experienced life in thespaas well as
anticipating life in the future--there is a sen$éatdness" pervading
every thought of the soul regarding its own natiires. claimed as an
illogical assumption to hold that back of the presbere extends an
eternity of non-existence for the soul, while ahe&d there extends

an eternity of being--it is held that it is far redogical to regard

the present life as merely a single point in anretyg of existence.

It is argued, further, that Reincarnation fits inhathe known

scientific principle of conservation of energy-+is that no energy

is ever created or is lost, but that all energyusa form of the
universal energy, which flows on from form to forfrgm manifestation
to manifestation, ever the same, and yet manifg simyriad
forms--never born, never dying, but always movingand on, and on to
new manifestations. Therefore it is thought tha reasonable to
suppose that the soul follows the same law of rbeeiment, rising
higher and higher, throughout time, until finallye-enters the
Universal Spirit from which it emerged, and in whit will continue to
exist, as it existed before it emerged for the €yflmanifestation.

It is also argued that Reincarnation brings Liféhm the Law of Cause
and Effect, just as is everything else in the ursgeThe law of
re-birth, according to the causes generated dyast lives, would
bring the existence of the soul within and in hangnwith natural

laws, instead of without and contrary to them.

It is further argued that the feeling of "origirs#h" of which so many
people assert a consciousness, may be explaines bgthe theory of
Reincarnation than by any theological doctrine. ®ttodox doctrine is
that "original sin" was something inherited fromakd by reason of our
forefather's transgression, but this jars uporthbaght of today, as
well it might, for what has the "soul" to do wittdAm--it did not
descend from him, or from aught else but the Soaf&eing--there is
no line of descent for souls, though there maydodddies. What has
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Adam to do with your soul, if it came fresh fronetint of the Maker,
pure and unsullied--how could his sin taint yowvrsaul? Theology here
asserts either arrant nonsense, or else graveiaguBut if for

"Adam" we substitute our past existences and theghts and deeds
thereof, we may understand that feeling of conscr@geognition of past
wrong-doing and remorse, which so many testifgliough they be
reasonably free from the same in the presentTife. butterfly dimly
remembers its worm state, and although it now sdtdeels the slime

of the mud in which it once crawled.

It is also argued that in one life the soul wouwdd fo acquire the

varied experience which is necessary to form a meelhded mentality of
understanding. Dwarfed by its limited experiencéh@ narrow sphere
occupied by many human beings, it would be far femquiring the
knowledge which would seem to be necessary fowvaldped and advanced
soul. Besides this there would be as great an alg¢gwn the part of
souls after death, as there is before death--soouddvpass into the
future state as ignorant beings, while others wpolssess a full

nature of understanding. As a leading authoritydaad: "A perfected
man must have experienced every type of earthdyiosl and duty, every
phase of desire, affection and passion, every fafrtamptation and
every variety of conflict. No one life can possililynish the

material for more than a minute section of sucleerpce." Along this
same line it is urged that the soul's developmargtroome largely from
contact and relationship with other souls, in aetsrof phases and
forms. It must experience pain and happiness, lpi, failure,
success--it must know the discipline of sympatbigration, patience,
energy, fortitude, foresight, gratitude, pity, beolence, and love in

all of its phases. This, it is urged, is possibiydhrough repeated
incarnations, as the span of one life is too saradl its limit too

narrow to embrace but a small fraction of the ne&gsexperiences of
the soul on its journey toward development andrattant. One must feel
the sorrows and joys of all forms of life beforetierstanding” may
come. Narrowness, lack of tolerance, prejudice,samilar forms of
undeveloped consciousness must be wiped out byrtda understanding
and sympathy that come only from experience.

It is argued that only by repeated incarnationssthd is able to

realize the futility of the search for happinesd aatisfaction in
material things. One, while dissatisfied and disapied at his own
condition, is apt to imagine that in some othetréarcondition he
would find satisfaction and happiness now deni@a laind dying carries
with him the subsconcious desire to enjoy thoselitioms, which desire
attracts him back to earth-life in search of thoseditions. So long

as the soul desires anything that earth can offisrearth-bound and
drawn back into the vortex. But after repeatedrinataons the soul
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learns well its lesson that only in itself may berid happiness--and
that only when it learns its real nature, souroé, @estiny--and then
it passes on to higher planes. As an authority: saysime, the soul
sees that a spiritual being cannot be nourishadfenor food, and
that any joy short of union with the Divine mustilbesionary."

It is also argued that but few people, as we ses th earth-life,

have realized the existence of a higher part af theang, and still
fewer have asserted the supremacy of the highdrs@abordinated the
lower part of the self to that higher. Were theypé&ss on to a final
state of being after death, they would carry whiérh all of their

lower propensities and attributes, and would berlytincapable of
manifesting the spiritual part of their nature whaone would be
satisfied and happy in the spiritual realms. Thenefit needs
repeated lives in order to evolve from the lowendiions and to
develop and unfold the higher.

Touching upon the question of unextinguished desientioned a moment
ago, the following quotation from a writer on théoect, gives clearly
and briefly the Reincarnationist argument regardmsg point. The

writer says: "Desire for other forms of earthly expnce can only be
extinguished by undergoing them. It is obvious #rat one of us, if

now translated to the unseen world, would feelettitat he had not
tasted existence in some other situation or sudiogs. He would wish
to have known what it was to possess wealth and m@arbeauty, or to
live in a different race or climate, or to see moféhe world and

society. No spiritual ascent could progress whalghdy longings were
dragging back the soul, and so it frees itself ftbem by successively
securing them and dropping them. When the roursdicth knowledge has
been traversed, regret for ignorance has died @his'idea of
"Living-Out and Out-Living" is urged by a numberwfiters and thinkers
on the subject. J. Wm. Lloyd says, in his "Dawn dgtat," on this
subject: "You rise and overcome simply by the ratprocess of living
fully and thus outliving, as a child its milk-teethserpent his

slough. Living and Outliving, that expresses ittiUyou have learned
the one lesson fully you are never ready for a aeai" The same

writer, in the same book, also says: "By sin, shgoe virtue and
sorrow, action and reaction, attraction and repulstihe soul, like a
barbed arrow, ever goes on. It cannot go bacletorm through the
valves of its coming. But this must not be underdtto be fulfilled in

one and every earth-visit. It is true only of thieole circle-voyage

of the soul. In one earth-trip, one 'life," as \ag, 9t may be that

there would nothing be but a standing still or mithg back, nothing

but sin. But the whole course of all is on." Bugrth is the danger of

a misunderstanding of this doctrine, and some haisaterpreted it,

and read it to advise a plunging into all kindsiofful experience in
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order to "live-out and out-live," which idea is vimgy and cannot be
entertained by any true student of the subjectselier much it may be
used by those who wish to avail themselves of @ansxfor material
dissipation. Mabel Collins, in her notes to "Ligint the Path,” says on
this subject: "Seek it by testing all experience eemember that,

when | say this, | do not say, 'Yield to the seaurcbf sense, in

order to know it." Before you have become an o@tulgou may do this,
but not afterwards. When you have chosen and ehtkegpath, you
cannot yield to these seductions without shame y¥etcan experience
them without horror; can weigh, observe and testthand wait with

the patience of confidence for the hour when thel @ffect you no
longer. But do not condemn a man that yields; atreut your hand to
him as a brother pilgrim whose feet have becomeyheéh mire.
Remember, O disciple! that great though the guly mabetween the good
man and the sinner, it is greater between the guodand the man who
has attained knowledge; it is immeasurable betwleeigood man and the
one on the threshold of divinity. Therefore, be yyéest too soon you
fancy yourself a thing apart from the mass." Andiagthe same writer
says: "Before you can attain knowledge you muselgassed through all
places, foul and clean alike. Therefore, rememierthe soiled

garment you shrink from touching may have beenygasterday, may be
yours tomorrow. And if you turn with horror fromvthen it is flung

upon your shoulders, it will cling the more clos&yyou. The
self-righteous man makes for himself a bed of nestain because it

is right to abstain, not that yourself shall betkelpan.”

It is also argued that Reincarnation is necessaoyder to give the
evolving races a chance to perfect themselves-ighabt through

their physical descendants, which would not affeetsouls of those
living in the bodies of the races to-day, but byf@etion and growth

of the souls themselves. It is pointed out thatdioer a savage or
barbarian to the spiritual planes after death, atten how true to his
duty and "his lights" the soul had been, woulddebrk an absurd
translation. Such a soul would not be fitted fag biigher spiritual
planes, and would be most unhappy and miserahbie.thevill be seen
that Reincarnationists make quite a distinctiomieein "goodness" and
"advancement"--while they recognize and urge thené, they regard it
as only one side of the question, the other bespgitual growth and
unfoldment.” It will be seen that Reincarnation\pdes for a Spiritual
Evolution with all of its advantages, as well anaterial evolution
such as science holds to be correct.

Concluding this chapter, let us quote once mormftiee authority on
the subject before mentioned, who writes anonynyoindlhe pamphlet
from which the quotation is taken. He says: "Natlwes nothing by
leaps. She does not, in this case, introduce intgian of spirit and
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spiritual life a being who has known little elseamnhmatter and

material life, with small comprehension even ottfi@ do so would be
analogous to transferring suddenly a ploughboyantompany of
metaphysicians. The pursuit of any topic impliesiegreliminary
acquaintance with its nature, aims, and mentalireonents; and the
more elevated the topic, the more copious the pa¢ipa for it. It is
inevitable that a being who has before him an é@teoh progress
through zones of knowledge and spiritual experiesvee nearing the
Central Sun, should be fitted for it through lormgjaisition of the
faculties which alone can deal with it. Their datg, their vigor,

their penetrativeness, their unlikeness to tho#lecctor on the

material plane, show the contrast of the earthtdifthe spirit-life.

And they show, too, the inconceivability of a suddensition from one
to the other, of a policy unknown in any other dépant of Nature's
workings, of a break in the law of uplifting thrdugvolution. A man,
before he can become a 'god," must first beconegfagh man; and he
can become a perfect man neither in seventy yddifs on earth, nor
in any number of years of life from which human dibions are absent.
* * * Re-birth and re-life must go on till their pposes are
accomplished. If, indeed, we were mere victimsroéaolutionary law,
helpless atoms on which the machinery of Naturkepdly played, the
prospect of a succession of incarnations, no onehath gave
satisfaction, might drive us to mad despair. Buthaee thrust on us no
such cheerless exposition. We are shown that Reiatans are the law
for man, because they are the conditions of higness, which is also
a law, but he may mould them and better them asxklethem. He cannot
rid himself of the machinery, but neither shouldkvio. Endowed with
the power to guide it for the best, prompted wité motive to use that
power, he may harmonize both his aspirations asefforts with the
system that expressed the infinite wisdom of th@resme, and through
the journey from the temporal to the eternal tridway with steady
feet, braced with the consciousness that he iobars innumerable
multitude, and with the certainty that he and takke, if they so

will it, may attain finally to that sphere wherethiand death are but
memories of the past.”

In this chapter we have given you a number of thements favorable to
the doctrine of Reincarnation, from a number ofrees. Some of these
arguments do not specially appeal to us, persarfaliythe reason that
they are rather more theological than scientifi¢, we have included

them that the argument may appear as generallgmieds, and because we
feel that in a work of this kind we must not omit @ gument which is

used by many of the best authorities, simply bezdusay not appeal

to our particular temperament or habit of thoudletsome, the theological
argument may appeal more strongly than would tlensfic, and it very
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properly is given here. The proper way to presagtsabject is to give it in its
many aspects, and as it may appear from
varied viewpoints.
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CHAPTER X.

THE PROOFS OF REINCARNATION.

To many minds the "proof" of a doctrine is its @aasbleness and its
adaptability as an answer to existing problems.,Aadordingly, to
such, the many arguments advanced in favor ofaltride, of which we
have given a few in the preceding chapters, togetita the almost
universal acceptance of the fundamental ideasepadit of the race,
in at least some period of its development, wo@dbnsidered as a
very good "proof” of the doctrine, at least sodart might be
considered as the "most available working theofythe soul's
existence, past and future, and as better medtengequirements of a
doctrine or theory than any other idea advancechétaphysical,
theological, or philosophical thinkers.

But to the scientific mind, or the minds of thoseondemand something
in the nature of actual experience of facts, nowarhof reasonable
abstract theorizing and speculation is acceptalda & the way of a
"working hypothesis," unless based upon some téndfiacts" or
knowledge gained through human experience. Whibpleepossessing such
minds will usually admit freely that the doctrinEReincarnation is
more logical than the opposing theories, and tHasibetter the
requirements of the case, still they will mainttiat all theories
regarding the soul must be based upon premisesahabt be
established by actual experience in human consoesss They hold that
in absence of proof in experience--actual "factsése premises are
not established, and that all structures of reagpbased upon them
must partake of their insecurity. These peopldikeethe slangy "man
from Missouri" who "wants to be shown"--nay, madieey are like the
companion of the above man--the Man from Texas, mdi@mnly says:
"You've got to show me," but who also demands titathing be "placed
in my hand." And, after all, one has no right tbicze these
people--they are but manifesting the scientificispf the age which
demands facts as a basis for theories, ratherthiammnies that need

facts to prove them. And, unless Reincarnatiorbie to satisfy the
demands of this class of thinkers, the advocat#iseofioctrine need

not complain if the scientific mind dismisses tleeline as "not
proven."

After all, the best proof along the above mentioleeks--in fact,

about the only possible strict proof--is the fragmaey recollections

of former lives, which many people possess at tifigsse recollections
often flashing across the mind, bringing with t¢anviction that the
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place or thing "has been experienced before." Meatry person has
had glimpses of something that appeared to becdiegetion from the
past life of the individual. We see places thathaee never known, and
they seem perfectly familiar; we meet strangerd,\ae are convinced
that we have known them in the past; we read aboik and feel that
we have seen it before, often so much so that wectcipate the

story or argument of the writer; we hear some gegvhilosophical
doctrine, and we recognize it as an old friend. Wia@ople have had
this experience in the matter of Occultism--in Wleey matter of the
doctrine of Reincarnation itself--when they firgtand it, although it
struck them as strange and unusual, yet theyralraer conviction

that it was an old story to them--that they "hadrhat all before."
These experiences are by far too common to be sigalias mere fancy or
coincidence. Nearly every living person has hadeserperience along
this line.

A recent writer along the lines of Oriental Philphg has said

regarding this common experience of the race: "Maegple have had
'peculiar experiences' that are accountable orgynupe hypothesis of
Metempsychosis. Who has not experienced the camswass of having felt
the thing before--having thought it some time ia thm past? Who has
not witnessed new scenes that appear old, veryWw'® has not met
persons for the first time, whose presence awakererdories of a past
lying far back in the misty ages of long ago? Whs hot been seized at
times with the consciousness of a mighty 'oldneflssbul? Who has not
heard music, often entirely new compositions, wiscmehow awakened
memories of similar strains, scenes, places, famses, lands,
associations, and events, sounding dimly on tlegstiof memory as the
breezes of the harmony floats over them? Who hagamed at some old
painting, or piece of statuary, with the senseadiiig seen it all

before? Who has not lived through events which gihowith them a
certainty of being merely a repetition of some sivagloccurrences away
back in lives lived long ago? Who has not felt iifuence of the
mountain, the sea, the desert, coming to them wtegnare far from
such scenes--coming so vividly as to cause theabstene of the
present to fade into comparative unreality? Whorteashad these
experiences?"

We have been informed by Hindus well advancedenoitcult theory and
practice that it is quite a common thing for peagfi¢heir country to
awaken to an almost complete recollection of tfaimer lives; in some
cases they have related details of former livestiage been fully
verified by investigation in parts of the land vegmote from their
present residence. In one case, a Hindu sagedetates an instance
where a poor Hindu, who had worked steadily invilage in which he
had been born, without leaving it, ever since higdtiood days. This
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man one day cried out that he had awakened too#leetion of having
been a man of such and such a village, in a prevmmdreds of miles
from his home. Some wealthy people became intetaestdhe matter, and
after having taken down his statements in writangj after careful
examination and questioning, they took him to thert in question. Upon
entering the village the man seemed dazed, and ctie "Everything is
changed--it is the same and yet not the same!'llizir@wever, he
began to recognize some of the old landmarks oplkdee, and to call
the places and roads by their names. Then, comiagamiliar corner,
he cried: "Down there is my old home," and, rustdogvn the road for
several hundred yards, he finally stopped befogetims of an old
cottage, and burst into tears, saying that the sbbfs home had

fallen in, and the walls were crumbling to piedesjuiry among the
oldest men of the place brought to light the faett tvhen these aged
men were boys, the house had been occupied bydanani, bearing the
same name first mentioned by the Hindu as havieg Ibés own in his
previous life. Other facts about the former locatid places in the
village were verified by the old men. Finally, wdilvalking around the
ruins, the man said: "There should be a pot oésiburied there--1

hid it there when | lived here." The people rapidhcovered the ground
indicated, and brought to light an old pot contagna few pieces of
silver coin of a date corresponding to the lifetiofiehe former
occupant of the house. Our informant told us tleahdd personal
knowledge of a number of similar cases, none ottyHhowever, were
quite as complete in detail as the one mentionedalsb informed us
that he himself, and a number of his acquaintand¢®shad attained
certain degrees of occult unfoldment, were fullyaesvof their past

lives for several incarnations back.

Another instance came under our personal obsenvatiavhich an
American who had never been to India, when takenarroom in which a
Hindu priest who was visiting America had erectesthiane or altar
before which he performed his religious serviceadily recognized the
arrangement of the details of worship, ritual, ceray, etc., and was
conscious of having seen, or at least dreamedetrfigea similar

shrine at some time in the past, and as havingbagk connection with
the same. The Hindu priest, upon hearing the Araalscremarks, stated
that his knowledge of the details of the shrinegthas expressed,
indicated a knowledge possible only to one who $&xgted at a Hindu
altar in some capacity.

We know of another case in which an acquaintanpeominent attorney
in the West, told us that when undergoing hisatiin in the Masonic
order he had a full recollection of having undergtime same before,
and he actually anticipated each successive step kihowledge,
however, ceased after he had passed beyond ththfes degrees which
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took him to the place where he was a full Mastesda the higher
degrees being entirely new to him, and having laggrarently not
experienced before. This man was not a believanyndoctrine of
Reincarnation, and related the incident merelyoa® 'of those things
that no man can explain."

We know of another case, in which a student of HiRt@lilosophy and
Oriental Occultism found that he could anticipatelestep of the
teaching and doctrine, and each bit of knowledgeeghbby him seemed
merely a recollection of something known long sirfse true was this
that he was able to supply the "missing links"h& teaching, where

he had not access to the proper sources of infawmat the time, and
in each case he afterward found that he had stiadeshme correctly.
And this included many points of the Inner Teackingt generally
taught to the general public, but reserved forféhe Subsequent
contact with native Hindu teachers brought to ligtet fact that he had
already unraveled many tangled skeins of doctreented possible only
to the "elect.”

Many of these recollections of the past come #slfy were memories of
something experienced in dreams, but sometimestattdoose end of
the thought is firmly grasped and mentally drawty other bits of
recollection will follow. Sir Walter Scott wrote inis diary in 1828:

"l was strangely haunted by what | would call teese of
pre-existence, viz., a confused idea that notHiag passed was said
for the first time; that the same topics had besou$sed, and the
same persons had stated the same opinions on tiMitiiem Home, an
English writer, was instantly converted from madbsim to a belief in

a spiritual existence by an incident that occutcelim in a part of
London utterly strange to him. He entered a waitogm, and to his
surprise everything seemed familiar to him. As &gss”l seemed to
recognize every object. | said to myself, whahis? | have never
been here before, and yet | have seen all thisifaad there is a

very peculiar knot in that shutter.” He then crols$e room, and
opened the shutter, and after examination he sawléntical peculiar
knot that he had felt sure was there. Pythagorsaiisto have
distinctly remembered a number of his previousrinaaons, and at one
time pointed out a shield in a Grecian temple asniggbeen carried by
him in a previous incarnation at the siege of Tdyvell-known ancient
Hindu sage is said to have transcribed a lost damvek of doctrine
from memory of its study in a previous life. Chidroften talk
strangely of former lives, which ideas, howevee, generally
frightened out of them by reproof on the part ofgpés, and often
punishment for untruthfulness and romancing. Ay tr®w older these
memories fade away.
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People traveling in strange places often experienoetion when viewing
some particular scene, and memory seems to pairgiuliggle to bring
into the field of consciousness the former conoechetween the scene
and the individual. Many persons have testifieth&se occurrences,
many of them being matter-of-fact, unimaginativegle, who had never
even heard of the doctrine of Reincarnation. Clabliegkens, in one of
his books of foreign travel, tells of a bridge taly which produced a
peculiar effect upon him. He says: "If | had bearrdaered there in some
former life, | could not have seemed to rememberplace more
thoroughly, or with more emphatic chilling of thiedd; and the real
remembrance of it acquired in that minute is sengjthened by the
imaginary recollection that | hardly think | coulorget it." Another
recorded instance is that of a person enteringeagho library for the

first time. Passing to the department of anciewwkiphe said that he
had a dim idea that a certain rare book was t@bed on such a shelf,
in such a corner, describing at the same time iogpeculiarities of

the volume. A search failed to discover the volumthe stated place,
but investigation showed that it was in anothecelm the library,

and an old assistant stated that a generationibbakl been moved

from its former place (as stated by the visitofeve it had been
previously located for very many years. An examarabf the volume
showed a perfect correspondence in every detdil té description of
the strange visitor.

And so the story proceeds. Reference to the mamgsneritten on the
subject of the future life of the soul will supphany more instances
of the glimpses of recollection of past incarnasioBut why spread
these instances over more pages? The experietbesfpeople, while
of scientific interest and value as affording aibésr a theory or
doctrine, will never supply the experience thatc¢lwse and rigid
investigator demands. Only his own experiencessatiisfy him--and
perhaps not even those, for he may consider théusides. These
experiences of others have their principal valuecasoborative proofs
of one's own experiences, and thus serve to platdhe individual
experience was not abnormal, unusual, or a delu$iothose who have
not had these glimpses of recollection, the onbopthat can be
offered is the usual arguments in favor of the dioet and the account
of the experiences of others--this may satisfy, mag not. But to
those who have had these glimpses--particularéynmarked
degree--there will come a feeling of certainty andviction that in
some cases is as real as the certainty and canvictithe present
existence, and which will be proof against all angat to the contrary.
To such people the knowledge of previous existerscas much a matter
of consciousness as the fact of the existencesbi/&ar--yesterday--a
moment ago--or even the present moment, which ai@s/ while we
attempt to consider it. And those who have thissc@musness of past
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lives, even though the details may be vague, inaljt accept the
teachings regarding the future lives of the sobk $oul that
recognizes its "oldness" also feels its certaifityusvival--not as a
mere matter of faith, but as an item of consciossnthe boundaries of
time being transcended.

But there are other arguments advanced in fav®edricarnation, which
its advocates consider so strong as to entitle tiodme classed as
"proofs.” Among these may be mentioned the diffeeein tastes,
talents, predispositions, etc., noticeable amorigreim and adults,

and which can scarcely be attributed to hereditys $ame idea carries
one to the consideration of the question of "yauitgénius,"
"prodigies," etc.

It is a part of this argument to assume that isallls were freshly
created, by the same Creator, and from the sameriaiathey would
resemble each other very closely, and in fact woelgractically
identical. And, it is urged, the fact that everyldhs different in

tastes, temperament, qualities, nature, etc., endgnt of heredity

and environment, then it must follow that the difiece must be sought
for further back. Children of the same parentsediffery materially in
nature, disposition, etc.; in fact, strangers denomore alike than
children of the same parents, born within a fewgyed each other, and
reared in the same environment. Those having mqgoérience with young
babies know that each infant has its own naturedepbsition, and in
which it differs from every other infant, althoutjfey may be classed
into groups, of course. The infant a few hours lslrows a gentleness,
or a lack of it--a yielding or a struggle, a dispios to adjust

itself, or a stubbornness, etc. And as the chitdvgt these traits

show more plainly, and the nature of the individasderts itself,
subject, of course, to a moulding and shapingabuays asserting its
original character in some way.

Not only in the matter of disposition but in thetteaof tastes,
tendencies, moral inclinations, etc., do the chiiddiffer. Some like
this, and dislike that, and the reverse; some tracted toward this

and repelled by that, and the reverse; some ackvinile others are
cruel; some manifest an innate sense of refinermérle others show
coarseness and lack of delicate feeling. This anatiidren of the same
family, remember. And, when the child enters schael find this one
takes to mathematics as the duck does to watele whibrother

loathes the subject; the anti-arithmetic child raagel in history or
geography, or else grammar, which is the despaitiedrs. Some are at
once attracted to music, and others to drawinglewdoth of these
branches are most distasteful to others. And Itheilnoticed that in

the studies to which the child is attracted, itnsge¢o learn almost
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without effort, as if it were merely re-learningnse favorite study,
momentarily forgotten. And in the case of the @i study, every step
is attended with toil. In some cases the child setentearn every
branch with the minimum effort, and with practigatio effort; while in
other cases the child has to plod wearily overyebeanch, as if
breaking entirely new ground. And this continuds ifter life, when
the adult finds this thing or that thing into whicé naturally fits as

if it were made for him, the knowledge concerningaming to him like
the lesson of yesterday.

We know of a case in which a man had proved artailu everything he
had undertaken up to the age of forty, when higefain-law, in

disgust, placed him at the head of an enterprisehnlte had had to
"take over" for a bad debt. The "failure” immedigti®ok the keenest
interest in the work, and in a month knew more altdhan many men
who had been in the concern for years. His minahdatself perfectly
at home, and he made improvement after improvenagidly, and with
uniform success. He had found his work, and innayfears stepped to
the front rank in the country in that particulardiof business.
"Blessed is he that hath found his work." Reincaomgsts would hold
that that man had found his work in a line simitaits mental
demands with that of his former life or lives--macessarily identical
in details, but similar in its mental requiremenstances of this

thing are to be seen all around us. Heredity doéseem to account
for it--nor does environment answer the requiremefbme other factor
is there--is it Reincarnation?

Allied to this phenomena is that of "youthful gesiiin fact, genius

of any age, for that matter, for genius itself seémbe out of the
category of the ordinary cause of heredity andremvnent, and to have
its roots in some deeper, richer soll. It is a vk@lbwn fact that now

and then a child is born which at a very early slg@wvs an acquaintance
with certain arts, or other branches of mental waikich is usually
looked for only from those of advanced years, dtet gears of

training. In many cases these children are bopaaénts and
grandparents deficient in the particular brancHdsiowledge evidenced
by the child. Babes scarcely able to sit on thegstool, or to hold

the violin, have begun to play in a way that cafiaindicated

previous knowledge and technique, often composiiggnal productions
in an amazing manner. Other young children havehég draw and design
without any instruction whatever. Others have shawnderful
mathematical ability, there being several caseseoard where such
children have performed feats in mathematics impéss advanced
adults teaching the same lines. What are the czfubese phenomena?
Is it Reincarnation?
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As Figuier said, years ago: "We hear it said edaythat one child
has a mathematical, another a musical, anothertigticaturn. In

others we notice savage, violent, even criminaingss. After the

first years of life these dispositions break ouhéfv these natural
aptitudes are pushed beyond the usual limit, we faimous examples
that history has cherished, and that we love talkethere is Pascal,
mastering at the age of twelve years the greateop®lane Geometry
without any instruction, and not a figment of Cdlisy drawing on the
floor of his chamber all the figures in the firgidk of Euclid,
estimating accurately the mathematical relationhem all--that is,
reconstructing for himself a part of descriptiveo@etry; the herdsman
Mangia Melo, manipulating figures, when five yeald, as rapidly as a
calculating machine; Mozart, executing a sonattherpianoforte with
four-years-old fingers, and composing an operaeagge of eight;
Theresa Milanollo, playing the violin at four yeanath such eminent
skill that Baillot said she must have played itdsefshe was born;
Rembrandt, drawing with masterly power before héccoead." The same
authority says, in reference to the fact that sofrtbese prodigies do
not become famous in their after years, and ttet genius often
seems to flicker out, leaving them as ordinarydrieth: "That is easily
understood. They come on earth with remarkable ppaequired in an
anterior existence, but they have done nothinget@ldp their
aptitudes; they have remained all their lives atvéry point where
they were at the moment of their birth. The reahrmfgenius is he
who cultivates and improves incessantly the gratiral aptitudes that
he brought into the world."

There is an interesting field for study, thoughtl anvestigation,

along the lines of the early development of tragéadencies, and
thought in young children. Here evidently will keuhd the answer to
many problems that have perplexed the race. ltesthat heredity and
environment plays an important part, but neverggléhere seems to be
another element working in the case, which scienast have to reckon
with in making up its final conclusions. Is thabfisething" connected
with the "soul" rather than the mind of the child2hat "something"

that which men call Metempsychosis--Re-Birth--Rammation?

Along the same lines, or thought, lie the greatstjaas of instinctive

Like and Dislike--Loves and Hates--that we find angg@eople meeting as
strangers. From whence come those strange, unaetdeiattractions and
repulsions that many feel when meeting certaimgees, who could
never have occasioned such feelings in the préigsrand which

heredity does not account for? Is it merely an ehstrational, fancy

or feeling; is it the result of natures inharmors@nd discordant; is

it remnants of inherited ancestral feelings towandilar individuals

hated, loved or feared; is it a telepathic sensingertain elements
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in the other; or is it a manifestation of the fagh experienced in a
past existence? Is this phenomena to be includdwiRroofs of
Reincarnation? Many people think that in Reincaomathe only answer
may be found.
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CHAPTER XI.

ARGUMENTSAGAINST REINCARNATION

The honest consideration of any subject necessitheeexamination of
"the other side of the case," as well as the afftive side. We have
given much space to the presentation and considerat the arguments
advanced by those convinced of the truth of Rematéon, and before
closing our work we think it well to give at leastittle glimpse of

"the other side" as it is presented by the opp@nehthe doctrine,
together with the reply to the same usually madthby
Reincarnationists.

The first adverse argument usually presented tsthieaadvocates of
Reincarnation have not established the existeneg'sdul” which may
reincarnate; nor have they proven its nature,dbiés exist. The
natural reply to this is that the doctrine of Rairm@ation is not

called upon to establish the proof of the existesfca "soul,” as the
idea of existence of the soul practically is undadyr and, therefore,
"axiomic"--that is, it is a truth that may be cafesied as an "axiom,"
or self-evident truth, worthy of being assumed asiaciple, necessary
to thought on the subject, a proposition whicls ihécessary to take
for granted, an established principle of thoughthensubject.

Strictly speaking, perhaps the fact of the existesicthe soul is
incapable of material proof, except to those whzeptthe fact of
proven "spirit return,” either in the shape of ustakable
manifestation of the disincarnate soul by matezaion, or by equally
unmistakable manifestation in the shape of comnatioios of some sort
from such discarnate soul. Science does not atiatitihere are any
real "proofs" of the existence of a "soul" whichrgists after the
death of the body--but all religious, and at leastolder
philosophical thought, generally agrees that thstemce of such a
soul is a self-evident fact, needing no proofs. Weegard the
statement of Descartes: "l think, therefore | aas,'a logical proof

of the existence of an immaterial soul, and otheild that the
self-consciousness of every human being is suffigieoof that the
Ego, or "I," is a something immaterial, ruling timaterial body which
it inhabits. And so the Reincarnationists claint tihgs demand upon
them for proof of the existence of the soul is ad&ir one, because
such discussion belongs to the more general fieldaught; that they
are justified in starting with the idea that thellsdoes exist, as an
axiomic truth; and that their real task is to ebsab not that the

soul exists, but that it reincarnates after theldeathe body. As
Figuier says, "The difficulty is not to prove tliaere is a spiritual
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principle in us that resists death, for to questimexistence of

this principle we must doubt thought. The true jpeabis to ascertain
if the spiritual and immortal principle within us going to live again
after death, in ourselves or somebody else. Thstigueis, Will the
immortal soul be born again in the same individpalsically
transformed--into the same person?" As to the atbgrction, that the
Reincarnationists have not proven the nature o$th#, to which many
of the advocates of the doctrine feel it necessargply at great
length and with much subtle reasoning, we feel tir@iobjection is not
well taken. So far as Reincarnation is concerrfatipe taken as an
axiom that the soul really exists, that is suffitias a beginning for
the argument in favor of the doctrine, and the poavaisproof of any
special theory regarding the nature of the soautside of the main
guestion, so we shall not consider it here. ltoisgible to think of

the soul as a reincarnating entity, whether it beoaad, duad, triad,
or septenary being.

The second objection usually made is that Reintmmaannot be true,
else we would remember the incidents of our passliclearly and
distinctly, the fact that the majority of persoras/d no such
recollection, being held to be a disproof of thetdae. The reply to
this objection is (1) that it is not true that pkogo not remember

the events of their past lives, the instances glibyeus, and similar
ones happening to others, together with the fattribarly every one
remembers something of the past, showing thatlfezton is not
correctly stated. And (2) that the fact that weehbut a very cloudy
and imperfect recollection is not an objectionlhtfar have we a

clear recollection of the events of our infancy ahddhood in this

life? Have we a clear recollection of the eventsaanty years ago,
outside of a few scattered instances, of whicmta@rity are only
recalled when some associated fact is mentioned hétrthe great
majority of the events of our present life completergotten? How
many can recall the events of the youthful lifed @mpanions and
friends are completely forgotten or only recallé@iamuch thought and
assistance in the way of suggested associatiors ddpin, do we not
witness a complete forgetfulness in cases of vietypeople who relapse
into a state of "second childhood," and who thea é&ntirely in the
present, the past having vanished for them. Thereases of people
having grown old, and while retaining their reasgriaculties, were as
children, so far as the past was concerned. A kvedlvn writer, when in
this state, was wont to read the books that henlndten, enjoying

them very much and not dreaming that he was theimoa. Professor
Knight says of this matter: "Memory of the detaifshe past is
absolutely impossible."

"The power of the conservative faculty, thoughtieddy great, is
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extremely limited. We forget the larger portionexfperience soon after
we have passed through it, and we should be alvkcadl the

particulars of our past years, filling all the nmgslinks of
consciousness since we entered on the presertdifiese we were in a
position to remember our ante-natal experiencehBinust necessarily
be preceded by crossing the river of oblivion, wltile capacity for
fresh acquisition survives, and the garnered wedlthld experience
determines the amount and characters of the nevg$ bf memory is not
loss of being--or even loss of individuality or cheter.

In this connection, we must mention the variousainses of Double
Personality, or Lost Personality, noted in the et®oks on

Psychology. There are a number of well authentitagses in which
people, from severe mental strain, overwork, &éive lost the thread

of Personality and forgotten even their own nanmesveho have taken up
life anew under new circumstances, which they waoldtinue until
something would occur to bring about a restorabbmemory, when the
past in all of its details would come back in aflaThe annals of the
English Society for Psychical Research containeqaibhumber of such
cases, which are recognized as typical. Now, wounklbe justified in
asserting that such a person, while living in theosidary personality
and consequently in entire ignorance of his pést thad really
experienced no previous life? The same "I" wasethére same Ego--and
yet, the personality was entirely different! Is\dt perfectly fair

and reasonable to consider these cases as similze absence of
memory in cases of Reincarnation?

Let the reader lay down this book, and then endeamvemember what
happened in his twelfth year. He will not rememimere than one or two,
or a half dozen, events in that year--perhaps net m the absence of
a diary, or perhaps even with the aid of one. Th@nty of the
happenings of the three hundred and sixty-five ddyhat year are as
a blank--as if they never had happened, so faneasiemory is
concerned. And yet, the same "I," or Ego, pers#sid,the person's
character has certainly been affected and influgbgethe experiences
and lessons of that year. Perhaps in that yeapefsmn may have
acquired certain knowledge that he uses in hisyetegrlife. And so, in
this case, as with Reincarnation, the "essenc#ieoéxperiences are
preserved, while the details are forgotten. For ighthe
Reincarnationist contention. As a matter of fadyjaaced occultists,
and other Reincarnationists, claim that nothingaly forgotten, but
that every event is stored away in some of thesssseof the mind,
below the level of consciousness--which idea agnaesthat of modern
psychologists. And Reincarnationists claim that mvhen unfolds
sufficiently on some higher plane, he will haveult fecollection of

his past experiences in all of his incarnationgn&d&eincarnationists
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claim that as the soul passes from the body aktests of that
particular life pass rapidly before its mind, iview, before the
waters of Lethe, or oblivion, causes forgetfulness.

Closely allied to the last mentioned argument agjdReincarnation is
the one that as the memory of the past life israbhse nearly so, the
new personality is practically a new soul, inste&the old one
reincarnated, and that it is unreasonable and utgusave it enjoy or
suffer by reasons of its experiences and actseiptévious life. We
think that the answers to the last mentioned olgjpare answers to
this one also. The "I," Ego, or Individuality, bgithe same, it

matters not if the details of the old Personalgyfdrgotten. You are

the same "I" that lived fifty years ago in the samey--or even ten
years ago--and you are enjoying certain thingsuéfering from

certain things, done or left undone at the previgus, although you
have forgotten the incidents. The impress of tiegtis on your
Character, and you are today largely what you gmeéson of what you
have been in past years, though those years ayetten by you. This
you will readily admit, and yet the argument of Beincarnationists is
merely an extension of the same idea. As Figuigs:sd@he soul, in
spite of its journeys, in the midst of its incaioas and divers
metamorphoses remains always identical with iteglly at each
metempsychosis, each metamorphosis of the exteeirad, improving and
purifying itself, growing in power and intellectugdasp.”

Another argument against Reincarnation is that fitot necessary, for
the reason that Heredity accounts for all of tletsfalaimed as
corroborative of Reincarnation. Answering this #avocates of the
doctrine insist that Heredity does not accountafothe facts,
inasmuch as children are born with marked talemtisggenius, while
none of their family for generations back have ldiged any such
tendencies. They also claim that if Heredity wése dnly factor in the
case, there would be no advance in the raceseashildren would be
precisely like their ancestors, no variety or imment being
possible. But it must be remembered that Reincemats do not deny
certain effects of Heredity, particularly along ploal lines, and to

an extent along mental lines, in the way of pergigtg "tendencies,”
which, however, are and may be overcome by theiohglity of the
child. Moreover, the doctrine holds that one ofldwes of Rebirth is
that the reincarnating soul is attracted to parkatsonious to

itself, and likely to afford the environments arsdaciation desirable
to the soul. So in this way the characteristicslyiko be transmitted
to the offspring are those which are sought for desired by the
reincarnating soul. The law of Rebirth is held &ds exact and
certain as the laws of mathematics or chemisteyptirents, as well
as the child, forming the combination which bririggh the rebirth.
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Rebirth is held to be above the mere wish of thecegnating soul--it
is in accordance with an invariable natural lawjokthas Justice and
Advancement as its basis.

Another argument against Reincarnation is thadlidithat human souls
are reborn as animals, in some cases. This ohjeetoshall not
discuss, for the reason that the advanced ideBgiotarnation
expressly forbid any such interpretation, and dadty deny its
legitimate place in the doctrine. Among some ofghenitive people
this idea of transmigration in the bodies of ansrtads been held, but
never among advanced occultists, or the leadgykilasophical thought
favoring Reincarnation. Reincarnation teaches traUEion of the soul
from lowly forms to higher, but never the Devolutior going back into
animal forms. A study of the doctrine of Reincaimawill dispel this
erroneous idea from the mind of an intelligent pars

Another favorite argument is that it is repulsieetie mind and soul

of the average person. Analysis of this objectiglhshow that what is
repugnant to the person is usually the fear thatihde born again
without a memory of the present, which seems likesa of the self. A
moment's consideration will show that this objecti®ill founded. No

one objects to the idea of living in the same bfaitysay, ten years

or twenty years more, in health. But at the enthaf ten or twenty

years he will be practically a different personregson of the new
experiences he has undergone. Persons change vehyimtwenty years,
and yet they are the same individuals--the sams ‘thiere with them.
And at the end of the twenty years they will hawagbtten the majority

of the events of the present year, but they deohbjgct to that. When

one realizes that the Individual, or "I," is theaR8elf instead of

the Personality, or the "John Smith, grocer, aggt [@art of

them--then will they cease to fear the loss ofg@esonality of the

day or year. They will know that the "I" is the 'IBethe same

yesterday, today and tomorrow. Be the doctrineah&arnation true or
false, the fact remains that so long as YOU etkistill be the same

"I" in you that you will know that "I am." It wilalways be "I
AM--HERE--NOW," with you, be it this moment, or atdred years, or a
million years hence. YOU can never be SOMEONE EL&Ematter what
form

you wear, nor by what name you are known, nor \pasonality you may
be acting through, nor in what place you may haua yabode, nor on
what plane of existence you may be. You will alwbgsy OURSELF--and, as
we have just said, it will always be "I AM--HERE-ENV" with You. The
body, and even the Personality, are things akgatanents which you
wear and take off without affecting your Real Self.

Then we must note another objection often madeelopie in discussing
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Reincarnation. They say, "But | do not WANT to cobak!" To this the
Reincarnationists answer that, if one has reaclstdge in which he
really has no desire for anything that the earthaféer him, then

such a soul will not likely have to reincarnateiaga earth, for it

has passed beyond the need of earthly experiemogd)as worn out its
earth Karma. But they hold that but few peoplelydave reached this
stage. What one really means is that he does natamy more of
Earth--life similar to that which he has been ugdéang. But if he
thought that he could have certain things--ricpesition, fame,
beauty, influence, and the rest of it, he woulgedectly willing to
"come back." Or else he might be so bound by loidsarma, acting by
reason of Love or Hate, Attachment or Repulsiorpyoduties
unperformed, or moral debts unpaid, that he mighibiought back to
work out the old problems until he had solved thBut. even this is
explained by those Reincarnationists who hold éoidlea of Desire as
the great motive power of Karma, and who hold thate has risen
above all earthly desire or dislike, that soureetl from the

attraction of earth-life, and is prepared to gdw@her at once, or

else wait in realms of bliss until the race is retapass on,

according to the various theories held by the veriadvocates of the
doctrine. A little self-examination will show onenether he is free
from all desire to "come back," or not. But, aidl if there is

Ultimate Justice in the plan, working ever and deeiour good and
advancements, as the Reincarnationists claim-ithraast follow that
each of us is in just the best place for his ownodgat the present
moment, and will always be in a like advantagemsstjpn and
condition. And if that be so, then there is no eaf@s complaint or
objection on our part, and our sole concern shbald the words of
the Persian sage, to "So live, that that which raaste and will come,
may come well," living on one day at a time, doihg best you know
how, living always in the belief that "it is wellith us now and
evermore,” and that "the Power which has us ingdhétere will have us
in charge There." There is a good philosophy fairlg and Dying. And,
this being true, though you may have to "come Bagky will not have
to "go back," or fall behind in the Scale of Advanent or Spiritual
Evolution--for it must always be Onward and Upwardthe Ladder of
Life! Such is the Law!

Another objection very often urged against the doetof Reincarnation
is that "it is un-Christian, and derived from pagandl heathen sources,
and is not in accord with the highest conceptidrtb® immortality of
the soul." Answering this objection, it may be sdudt, insofar as
Reincarnation is not a generally accepted doctninke orthodox
Christian Churches of today, it may be said to d@e-@hristian (rather
than un-Christian), but when it is seen that Pristerce and Rebirth
was held as Truth by many of the Early FathersvefGhurch, and that
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the doctrine was finally condemned by the domimaajority in Church
Councils only by means of the most severe methondste exercise of
the most arbitrary authority, it may be seen thahe opinion of many
of the most eminent early authorities there wakingt"un-Christian”
about it, but that it was a proper doctrine of @eurch. The doctrine
was simply "voted down," just as were many impdrtiotctrines revered
by some of the great minds of the early churclsoime cases the
decision being made by a majority of one vote. Aaghin, there have
been many bright minds in the Christian Church wacsisted in the
belief that the doctrine was far more consisterh wie Inner

Teachings of Christianity than the prevailing cqutean, and based upon
quite as good authority.

So far as the charge that it is "derived from pagach heathen sources”
is concerned, it must be answered that certaiydtictrine was
accepted by the "pagan and heathen" world centbeifese the dawn of
Christianity, but, for that matter, so was the doetregarding the

soul's future generally accepted by orthodox Clangty--in fact,

nearly every doctrine or theory regarding the stavof the soul was
"derived from pagan and heathen sources." The fpagd heathen" mind
had thought long and earnestly upon this greatl@noband the field of
thought had been pretty well covered before theadef Christianity.

In fact, Christianity added no new doctrine--inveshho new theory--and
is far from being clear and explicit in its teaaysnon the subject,

the result being that the early Christians werédéid among themselves
on the matter, different sects and schools favadiffgrent doctrines,
each and all of which had been "derived from pagahheathen sources."
If all the doctrines regarding the immortality detsoul are to be

judged by the test of their having been, or nonbéederived from

pagan and heathen sources," then the entire bodiyodfine and thought
on the subject must be thrown out of the Christramd, which must then
endeavor to create or invent an entirely new doeetwhich has never
been thought of by a "pagan or heathen"--a vefficdlf task, by the

way, considering the activity of the pagan and lheatmind in that
respect. It must be remembered that there is rfeatdtive teaching

on this subject--none coming direct from Jesus. Chestian Doctrines
on the subject come from the Theologians, and sepitesimply the views
of the "majority" of some Church Council--or of thest powerful
faction.

While the objection that Reincarnation "is not atard with the
highest conceptions of the immortality of the saslbne that must
depend almost entirely upon the personal bias miapof the
individual as to what constitutes "the highest @ptons,"” still a
comparison of the conceptions is not out of the atathis place. Do
you know what was the doctrine favored by the damimmajority in the
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Church Councils, and for which Pre-Existence aneBRr#h finally was
discarded? Do you know the dogma of the Churchtlaadbelief of masses
of the orthodox Christians of the early centuriégsll, it was this:

That at the death of the body, the person passesi istate of "coma,"

or unconsciousness, in which state he rests t@esiting the sound of
the trumpet of the great Day of Judgment, wherdted shall be raised
and the righteous given eternal life IN THEIR FORRIBODIES, while the
wicked in their bodies may pass into eternal totméhat is the

doctrine. You doubt it? Then look over the authesitand examine even
the current creeds of today, many of which staéeturally the same

thing. This belief passed into one of the Christiared, in the words:

"l believe in the Resurrection of the Body."

The great masses of Christians today, in geneoaigit on the subject,
speak as if the accepted doctrine of the Churchtixaighe soul passed
to Judgment, and then eternal soul life in Heaveldall immediately
after the death of the body, thus ignoring the dagf the Church
Councils regarding the future Day of Judgment dmedResurrection of
the Body at that time. A little questioning of tledigious teachers,

and a little examination of religious history, ahe creeds and
doctrines of their respective churches, would astomany good church
members who have been fondly thinking of their setbones, who have
passed on, as even now dwelling in Heaven as lolessgels. They would
be astonished to find that the "angels" of the ches are not the

souls of the good people who have been judgedwaddad heavenly joys,
but, rather, a body of supernatural beings who nevebited the

flesh; and that instead of their loved ones nowyng the heavenly
realms, the dogmas hold that they are now in & stidicoma” or
unconsciousness, awaiting the great Day of Judgmadran their bodies
will be resurrected and life everlasting given thdimose who are
interested in the matter, and who may doubt theektatement, are
invited to examine the records for themselves. dderine of the
Resurrection of the Body, which is of undoubtedggraand heathen"
origin, was a favorite theological dogma of the @un the first
thousand years of its existence, and for many ciestafter, and it

still occupies a most important place in the chutohtrines today,
although it is not so often publicly preached agtat.

David Kay says: "The great distinguishing doctmiehristianity is

not the Immortality of the Soul, but the Resurrectof the Body. That

the soul of man is immortal was a common belief agnihe Ancients, from
whom it found its way at an early period into theri€tian Church, but

the most influential of the early Fathers werersiorisly opposed to

it, holding that the human soul was not essentialiyortal, but only,

like the body, capable of immortality." Vinet say$he union of the

soul and body appears to me essential and indlssolMan without a
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body is, in my opinion, man no longer; and God thasight and willed
him embodied, and not otherwise. According to pgessan the
Scriptures, we can not doubt that the body, ordybis essential to
human personality and to the very idea of man."

John Milton said: "That the spirit of man shoulddsparate from the
body, so as to have a perfect and intelligent et independent of
it, is nowhere said in Scripture, and the doctrnevidently at
variance both with nature and reason." Masson, camimg on Milton's
conception, says: "Milton's conception is thathat last gasp of

breath the whole man dies, soul and body toge#imer that not until
the Resurrection, when the body is revived, doestul live again,
does the man or woman live again, in any senseagr whether for
happiness or misery.... Are the souls of the nmBi@n millions of
human beings who have died since Adam, are thads sEady either with
God and the angels in Heaven, or down in the dialpairld waiting to
be rejoined to their bodies on the ResurrectionHyey are not, says
Milton; but soul and bodies together, he saysdeea alike, sleeping
alike, defunct alike, till that day comes." And mga@hristian
theologians have held firmly to this doctrine, asyrbe seen by
reference to any standard encyclopedia, or worthealogy. Coleridge
said: "Some of the most influential of the earlyriStan writers were
materialists, not as holding the soul to be theemesult of bodily
organization, but as holding the soul itself tonteterial--corporeal.

It appears that in those days the vulgar held déte be

incorporeal, according to the views of Plato arieerd, but that the
orthodox Christian divines looked upon this asrapious, unscriptural
opinion." Dr. R. S. Candlish said: "You live agairthe body--in the
very body, as to all essential properties, andltpractical intents

and purposes in which you live now. | am to live aghost, a spectre,
a spirit, I am to live then, as | live now, in thedy." Dr. Arnold

says: "l think that the Christian doctrine of thesBrrection meets the
materialists so far as this--that it does implyt taéody or an
organization of some sort is necessary to thedfedkelopment of man's
nature."”

Rev. R. J. Campbell, the eminent English clergynrahjs recent work
entitled, "The New Theology," says, speaking ofpibpular evangelical
views: "But they are even more chaotic on the sulgédeath and
whatever follows death. It does not seem to bemrgdlgeecognized that
Christian thought has never been really clear coricg the
Resurrection, especially in relation to future jogmt. One view has
been that the deceased saint lies sleeping inrghve gintil the
archangel's trumpet shall sound and bid all mankindke for the great
assize. Anyone who reads the New Testament withi@jiidice will see
that this was Paul's earlier view, although latehe changed it for
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another. There is a good deal of our current, edasyreligious
phaseology which presumes it still--'Father, in gingcious keeping,
leave we now thy servant sleeping.’' But alongsiikewtiew, another
which is a flagrant contradiction of it has comevddo us, namely,
that immediately after death the soul goes stramhteaven or Hell,

as the case may be, without waiting for the arcebsigyumpet and the
grand assize. On the whole, this is the dominagdrghof the situation
in the Protestant circles, and is much less reddenhan the Catholic
doctrine of purgatory, however much the latter rnaye been abused. But
under this view, what is the exact significancéhef Judgment Day and
the Physical Resurrection? One might think theyhmige accounted
superfluous. What is the good of tormenting a sotdell for ages, and
then whirling it back to the body in order to ragain and receive a
solemn public condemnation? Better leave it inlttierno and save
trouble, especially as the solemn trial is meamisg)l seeing that a

part of the sentence has already been undergongnainthere is no
hope that any portion of it will ever be remitt8auly the tender
mercies with which the theologians have creditedAhmighty are cruel
indeed!"

But, by the irony of progress, the orthodox chuscaee gradually
coming around to the one much-despised Platonicegiion of the
naturally Immortal Immaterial Soul--the "pagan dm@then” idea, so
much at variance with the opposing doctrine ofRlesurrection of the
Body, which doctrine really did not teach the "inmadity of the soul"
at all. As Prof. Nathaniel Schmidt says, in ancéetin a standard
encyclopedia: "The doctrine of the natural immatyadf the human
soul became so important a part of Christian thotigdt the
resurrection naturally lost its vital significan@nd it has

practically held no place in the great systemshaibgophy elaborated
by the Christian thinkers of modern times." Bull,dthe letter of the

old doctrine persists on the books of the churahiarits creeds,
although opposed to the enlightened spirit now feating in the
churches which is moving more and more toward plagg&n and heathen"
conception of a naturally Immaterial and Immortaut rather than in a
Resurrection of the Body and an eternal life therei

It is scarcely worth while here to contrast the textrines--the

Immortal Immaterial Soul on the one hand, and thendrtal Body on the
other. The latter conception is so primitively ceudnd so foreign to
modern thought, that it scarcely needs an arguagannst it. The
thought of the necessity of the soul for a matdraady--the same old
material body that it once cast off like a worn gatment--a body
perhaps worn by disease, crippled by "accidenttha slipping of the
hand of the Potter"--a body similar to those weaeend us every
day--the Immortal Soul needing such a garment deioto exist! Better
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accept plain Materialism, and say that there isad and that the
body perishes and all else with it, than such agdoctrine which is
simply a materialistic Immortality. So far as thisctrine being "the
highest conception of the Immortality of the Souals'contrasted with
the "pagan and heathen" doctrine of Reincarnaitos-rot a
"conception of the Immortality of the Soul" at dlt a flat
contradiction of it. It is a doctrine of the "Imntality of the Body,"
which bears plain marks of a very lowly "pagan aedthen" origin. And
as to the "later" Christian conception, it may bersthat there is
nothing in the idea of Re-birth which is inconsgtegherewith--in
fact, the two ideas naturally blend into each ather

In the above discussion our whole intent has beemswer the argument
against Reincarnation which charges that the lat&terived from

pagan and heathen sources, and is not in accondheithighest
conceptions of the immortality of the soul." Andarder to do this we
have found it necessary to examine the opposirgdg&al dogmas as we
find them, and to show that they do not come ughéoclaims of being
"the highest conception,” etc. We think that therggest point against

the dogmas may be found in the claims of their adtes. That the
Church is now growing away from them only provesithinfitness as "the
highest conception.” And Reincarnationists hold #sathe Church grows
in favor of the Immaterial Immortal Soul, so wilifind itself

inclining toward the companion-doctrine of Pre-exige and Re-birth,

in some of its varied forms, probably that of theliz Fathers of the
Church, such as Origen and his followers--thatGharch will again

claim its own.
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CHAPTER XII.

THE LAW OF KARMA.

"Karma" is a term in general use among the Hinduod, the Western
believers in Reincarnation, the meaning of whickusceptible of
various shades of definition and interpretatioms ihost important to
all students of the subject of Reincarnation, fas the companion
doctrine--the twin-truth--to the doctrine of Metesyphosis. Strictly
speaking, "Karma" is the Law of Cause and Effecmsdied to the life
of the soul--the law whereby it reaps the resulissawn sowing, or
suffers the reaction from its own action. To thganty of
Reincarnationists, however, it has a larger mearand is used in the
sense of the Law of Justice, or the Law of RewadiRunishment,
operating along the lines of personal experieneesgnal life, and
personal character.

Many authorities hold that the original idea of Kerwas that of a
great natural law operating along exact lines,cathd laws of
mathematics and chemistry, bringing forth the exdieict from every
cause, and being, above all, questions of goodibreward or
punishment, morality or immorality, etc., and agtas a great natural
force above all such questions of human conducth®se who still
adhere to this conception, Karma is like the Lavsadyvitation, which
operates without regard to persons, morals or muessbf good and
evil, just as does any other great natural lavthis view the only
"right" or "wrong" would be the effect of an actietiat is, whether it
was conducive to one's welfare and that of the, r@acthe reverse. In
this view, if a child places its hand on a hot stawe action is
"wrong," because it brings pain and unhappinesispagh the act is
neither moral or immoral. And another action ightl' because it
brings happiness, well-being and satisfaction,gmtand future,
although the act was neither moral nor immorathis view there can

be neither reward nor punishment, in the commoetetion of the term,

although in another sense there is a reward fdr 'sught" doing, and
a punishment for such "wrong" doing, as the chiithwhe burnt hand
may testify to.

In this sense of the term, some of the older sshobReincarnation
accepted Karma as determining the Re-Birth, albedihes of Desire
and Attraction, holding that the souls' characteuld attract it to
re-birth along the lines of its strongest desieg®] in such
environment as would give it the greatest opporyuioi work out those
desires into action, taking the pains and pleasoiregperience

arising from such action, and thus moulding a newuller character,
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which would create new Karma, which would deternthmefuture birth,
etc., and so on, and on. Those holding to this \delieved that in

this way the soul would learn its lesson, with mamgrack over the
knuckles, and with the pain of many an experieheg¢ would tend to
turn it into the road most conducive to spirituappiness and
well-being; and lead it away from the road of matie¥esires and
pleasures, because the repeated experiences had gfa no true
spiritual well-being was to be obtained therefrdmother words, the
soul, in its spiritual childhood, was just likeilé child in the

physical world, learning by experience that somegdhworked for its
"good" and others for "bad." This view naturallyread with it the

idea that true ethics would show that whateverddridward the
advancement of the soul was "good," and whatevarded its
advancement was "bad," in spite of any arbitraapcard of right or
wrong erected by man during the ages, and whigidatd has constantly
changed from time to time, is changing now, andagwvill change.

But the Hindu mind, especially, soon enlarged ugsoriginal idea of
Karma, and the priests of India soon had the idé&aoma working as a
great rewarder of "good," and a great punisheewil." Corresponding
to the rewards and punishments in the future digsetaught by

Christian preachers, the Hindu priests held oversthner the terrors

of Karma; and the rewards promised the good pdopfe the same source
served to spur on the worshiper to actions in ataae with the ethics
of the particular church preaching the doctrinevds taught that the
man's future state, in the next incarnation, antigges for many

others, depended upon his state of "goodnessg¢cmrdance with the
laws of the church and priestly teaching--surelpawerful an argument
and as terrifying a threat as the orthodox "bribbaaven, and threat

of hell" of the Western world. The effect of thesathing is seen among
the masses of the but slightly educated Hindu elae$today, who are
very desirous of acquiring "merit" by performingns® "good" deed, such
as bestowing alms upon the wandering religious mantf making
contributions to the temples, etc., as well asqrering the acts of
ordinary good will toward men; and who are as dguaixious to avoid
acquiring "demerit" from the lack of proper observes, and the
performance of improper actions. While the geneffact of this may be
in the direction of holding the ignorant massethanethical road most
conducive to the public weal, it also has a tengeadoster

credulity, superstition and imposition, just assiloilar teachings in

any land, time, under the cover of any religionefihis a strong

family resemblance between these teachings amétigeakligions, and
there are many men who hold that this "crack othie®logical whip" is
most necessary for the keeping of the masses giebple in the strait
road of morality, they being held incapable of pinactice of "doing
good for good's sake, and avoiding evil becauiseeivil." We shall
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not discuss this question--decide it for yourself.

One of the strongest applications of the above imeed form of the
doctrine in India is the teaching that the casthefman in his next
incarnation will be determined by his degree ofdg@onduct” in the
present life--and that his present caste has betenrdined by his
conduct in his previous lives. No one who has hadisd the
importance of "caste" in India can begin to underdthow powerful a
lever this teaching is upon the people of Indi@mnkthe exalted
Brahman caste, the priestly caste--down to the&catste of unskilled
laborers, or even still further down to the Pariahsutcasts, the

caste lines are strongly marked; the higher casteop deeming it the
greatest disgrace to be touched by one of an arfesaste, or to eat
food prepared by a lower-caste person, and so ewdry act of daily
life. The only comparison possible to the Americaind is the attitude
of the old-time Southerner toward the lowest classegroes, and even
in this case the prejudice does not extend sosfar the case of the
Hindus, for the Southerner will eat food cookedalyegro servant, and
will permit the latter to shave him, act as hisetaétc., something

at which the high-caste Hindu would be horrifiedtbe part of one
below him in caste. This being understood, it syda see how careful
a high-caste Hindu would be to avoid performingaast which might rob
him of his caste in his next life, and how powedulincentive it is

to a low-caste Hindu to strive for birth in a higlvaste after many
incarnations. To people holding such a view, hinth low caste is the
mark of crime and evil action performed in a prexdife, and the
low-born is accordingly felt to be worthy of no pest. We understand,
from Hindu acquaintances, that this idea is grdgumging dispelled in
India, and an era of common human brotherhood anthon interest is
beginning to manifest itself.

In the Western world, the Reincarnationists, withdaubt, have been
greatly affected by the prevailing orthodox Hindunception of Karma,
rather than by the Grecian and general occult quiere Although there
are many who regard Karma as rather a moulderarbacker, and
consequently a prime factor in the re-birth, rathan as a dispenser

of rewards and punishments--still, there are mahg,wliscarding the
orthodox Devil of their former faith, have foundvarthy substitute

for him in their conception of Karma, and manifédst same terror and
fear of the new devil as of the old one--and him@anay be summed up
as FEAR, in both cases.

Theosophists have discussed the matter of Karmatheroughly, and
their leading authorities have written much abguts various
interpretations showing in the shades of opinion@grthe writers.
Generally speaking, however, it may be said they thave bridged over
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the chasm between the "natural law" idea and thdahe moral law,"
with its rewards and punishments, by an interpiatathich places one
foot on each conception, holding that there iditimteach. Of course,
justice requires the reference of that studentéoltheosophical
writings themselves, for a detailed understandind@ir views, but we
feel that a brief summary of their general intetatien would be in
order at this place.

One of their leading authorities states that the bdKarma is
automatic in action, and that there is no possbtape from it. He
likewise holds that Absolute Justice is manifesteitls operations,

the idea of mercy or wrath being absent from itJ #rat, consequently,
every debt must be paid in full, to the last perand that there is no
vicarious atonement or exceptions made in answsupplications to a
higher source. But he particularly states thatahbison of the law

must not be confused with ordinary reward and gunment for "good deed

or bad," but that the law acts just as does angrd#tw of Nature,

just as if we put our hand in the fire we shalbioened as a natural
consequence, and not as a punishment. In his staterfithis view he
says: "We hold that sorrow and suffering flow frem just precisely in
that way, under the direct working of natural ldtimay be said,
perhaps, that, obviously, the good man does nayaweap his reward
of good results, nor does the wicked man alwaylesuflot always
immediately; not always within our ken; but asslyedventually and
inexorably." The writer then goes on to definedosiception of Good
and Evil. He says: "We shall see more clearly thistmust be so if

we define exactly what we mean by good and evil. i@ligious brothers
would tell us that that was good which was in adaace with God's
will, and that that was evil which was in oppogitio it. The

scientific man would say that that was good whielpéd evolution, and
whatever hindered it was evil. Those two men areaiity saying
exactly the same thing; for God's will for manvweition, and when
that is clearly realized all conflict between redig and science is at
once ended. Anything, therefore, which is agaimetwgion of humanity
as a whole is against the Divine will. We see ateotiiat when a man
struggles to gain anything for himself at the exg@eaf others he is
distinctly doing evil, and it is evil because itaigainst the interest

of the whole. Therefore the only true gain is thich is a gain for

the race as a whole, and the man who gains sorgethihout cost or
wrong to anyone is raising the whole race somewhidite process. He is
moving in the direction of evolution, while the ethman is moving
against it."

The same writer then gives the list of the threwl&iof Karma,
according to the Hindu teachings, namely: "1. Thetbe Samchita, or
'piled up' Karma--the whole mass that still remdiakind the man not
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yet worked out--the entire unpaid balance of thaitdend credit
account; 2. There is the Prarabdha, or 'beginiagna--the amount
apportioned to the man at the commencement ofldaethis destiny for
that life, as it were; 3. There is the Kriomanafdar that which we are
now, by our actions in this present life, makingtfee future." He
further states: "That second type, the Prarabdmen&ais the only
destiny which can be said to exist for man. Thathat an astrologer
might foretell for us--that we have apportionedisoso much good or
evil fortune--so much the result of the good andiastions of our

past lives which will react on us in this. But weosald remember always
that this result of previous action can never cdrmpeo action in

the present. It may put us under conditions in Witievill be

difficult to avoid an act, but it can never compslto commit it. The
man of ordinary development would probably yieldhe circumstances
and commit the act; but he may assert his free sk superior to

the circumstances, and gain a victory and a stepatution. So with a
good action, no man is forced into that either,dubpportunity is
given to him. If he takes it certain results wallow--not

necessarily a happy or a wealthy life next time,datainly a life of
wider opportunity. That seems to be one of thegthimat are quite
certain--that the man who has done well in thes h&s always the
opportunity of doing still better in the next. Thesnature's reward

for good work--the opportunity to do more work. €@furse, wealth is a
great opportunity, so the reward often comes inftivan, but the
essence of the reward is the opportunity and reoptasure which may
be supposed to accompany the wealth." Another Tpdosal writer says
further on the subject of Karma: "Just as all th@sases of Karma

have sway over the individual man, so they simjlaperate upon races,
nations and families. Each race has its karmavasode. If it be good,
that race goes forward; if bad, it goes out--aaibd as a

race--though the souls concerned take up their &ammther races and
bodies. Nations cannot escape their national kaama any nation that
has acted in a wicked manner must suffer somelmai,soon or late."
The same writer sums up the idea of individual ypirzess in any life,
as follows: "(a) It is punishment for evil donepast lives; or (b) it

is discipline taken up by the Ego for the purpoeliminating defects
or acquiring fortitude and sympathy. When defecesaiminated it is
like removing the obstruction in an irrigating chwdaich then lets the
water flow on. Happiness is explained in the sarag-vthe result of
prior lives of goodness."

The general idea of a number of writers on theexttlyf Karma is that
"as ye sow, so shall ye reap," brought down to adedul detail of
arrangement, and effect flowing from causes. Thixeption, carried to
its logical conclusion, would insist that everygmbit of pain and
unhappiness in this life is the result of some daeld done either in
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the present life or in the past, and every bitagginess, joy or
pleasure, the result of some good action perforeider in the present
or past life. This conception of Karma affords s most intricate,
complex and detailed idea of reward for good, amtighment for evil
(even when called "the operation of natural land¥gble to the mind
of man. In its entirety, and carried to its ladtmement of
interpretation and analysis, it has a tendencyetoilder and terrify,

for the chance of escape from its entangling makiseems so slight.
But still, the same authorities inform us that gveoul will surmount
these obstacles, and everyone will Attain--so tieereo need to be
frightened, even if you accept the interpretatibdaxtrine in its
completeness.

But there are some thinkers who carry this idegetifbutive Karma to
such an extreme that they hold that every instahgysical pain,
disease, deformity, poverty, ill fortune, etc. tthhee see among

people, is the inevitable result of some moral \groncrime committed
by that person in some past life, and that theeeéwery instance of
poverty, want or physical suffering is the justulesf some moral
offense. Some of the extremists have gone so far lassitate at
relieving poverty, physical pain and suffering thers, lest by so
doing they might possibly be "interfering with Kaap-as if any great
Law could be "interfered with." While we, generalhave refrained from
insisting upon our personal preference of integiret in this work,

we cannot refrain from so doing in this instance d@nsider that such
an interpretation of the Law of Karma is forced amdatural, and
results from the seeming natural tendency of thredrumind to build up
devils for itself--and hells of one kind or anoth@obbed of their

Devil, many people would attribute to their Godtaer devilish
gualities, in order that they may not be robbethefsatisfaction of
smugly thinking of the "just punishment" of othefsd, if they have
also discarded the idea of a Personal God, theiadd for a Devil
causes them to attribute certain devilish qualiieeNatural Law. They
are bound to find their Devil somewhere--the priveitdemand for the
Vengeful Spirit must manifest itself in one formanother.

These people confound the action of Cause and tkffethe Material and
Physical Plane, with Cause and Effect on the SpiriPlane, whereas

all true occultists teach that the Cause operatingne plane

manifests effects upon the same plane. In thisedion, we would call
your attention to the instance in the New Testarf@ottin 1X., 2), in

which Jesus was asked regarding the cause offtlotiah of the man

who was BORN BLIND. "And his disciples asked hiraymg, 'Master, who
did sin, this man, or his parents, that he was btna?" The

guestion being asked in order that Jesus mightmete between the two
prevailing theories: (1) That the blindness wasseduaccording to the
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operation of the law of Moses, which held thatshes of the parents
were visited on the children unto the third andfogeneration; or

(2) that it was caused according to the Law of Karalong the lines of
reincarnation, and because of some sin which threlrad committed in
some past incarnation (for no other interpretatibtihe passage is
possible, and it shows the prevalence of the idétemcarnation among
the people of that time). But Jesus promptly brdsheay these two
crude, primitive conceptions and interpretatioms en the light of

his superior spiritual knowledge answered: "Neitath this man
sinned, nor his parents; but that the works of &wmzlld be manifest in
him," the explanation of the term "the works of Gbding that Jesus
meant thereby the operation of the Laws of Natn@oised by
God--something above punishment for "sins," andctvioiperated according
to invariable physical laws and which affectedjtls and the unjust
alike, just as do any natural laws. It is now kndwat many infants

are rendered blind by negligence of certain praecasitat birth--this

may have been a case of that kind. We consideategnpt to attribute
physical infirmities to "sin" unconnected with thbysical trouble to

be a reversion to primitive theological dogmas, amécking strongly of
the "devil idea" of theology, of which we have spokAnd Poverty
results from economic conditions, and not as pumestt for "Sin." Nor
is Wealth the reward of Virtue--far from it.

But before leaving this phase of the subject weltvbke to say that
many careful thinkers have been able to disceraicespiritual
benefits that have arisen from physical sufferogpoverty, and that
the sufferers often manifest a high degree ofts@ildevelopment and
growth, seemingly by reason of their pain. Not ahig, but the divine
faculties of pity, help, and true sympathy, areugia out in others,

by reason thereof. We think that this view of thatter is far more
along the lines of true spirituality than that aint and disease as
"the punishment of sins committed in past lives/eikthe human idea
of Justice revolts at this kind of "punishment,tlaim fact, the

highest human justice and human law eliminatesdds of "punishment”
altogether, so far as reprisal or revenge is cowckrthe penalty

being regarded merely as a deterrent of othersaamarning to the
criminal against further infractions of the lawdaas a reformatory
agent--this at least is the theory of Human Law-nraiter how
imperfectly it works out in practice--and we cantiahk of Divine Law
being less just and equitable, less merciful anthép The "eye for
eye, tooth for tooth" conception of human justies been out-lived by
the race in its evolution.

After considering the above mentioned extreme igd¢dpunishments,”
through the Law of Karma, we ask you to considerftlowing lines
written by a writer having great insight, and psbéd in a leading
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magazine several years ago. The idea of "The Kgatten of God"
therein expressed, we think, is far nearer in ataace with the
highest Occult Teachings, than the other idea afifie Wrath" and
punishment for sin, along the lines of a misintetation of the Law of
Karma, worthy of the worshipers of some ancientib&ed. Read this
little quotation carefully, and then determine whaf the two views
seems to fit in better with your highest spiritaahceptions:

"A boy went to school. He was very little. All thia¢ knew he had drawn
in with his mother's milk. His teacher (who was plhced him in the
lowest class, and gave him these lessons to I&aou shalt not kill.

Thou shalt do no hurt to any living thing. Thou lsimat steal. So the

man did not kill; but he was cruel, and he stoleth® end of the day
(when his beard was gray--when the night was comg)eacher (who was
God) said: Thou hast learned not to kill. But thigeo lessons thou

hast not learned. Come back tomorrow.

"On the morrow he came back, a little boy. Andteecher (who was God)
put him in a class a little higher, and gave hiesthlessons to learn:
Thou shalt do no hurt to any living thing. Thou lsimat steal. Thou

shalt not cheat. So the man did no hurt to anpd\thing; but he

stole and he cheated. And at the end of the dagr{iars beard was
gray--when the night was come), his teacher (whe @ad) said: Thou
hast learned to be merciful. But the other lessbog hast not

learned. Come back tomorrow.

"Again, on the morrow, he came back, a little baégd his teacher (who
was God) put him in a class yet a little highed gave him these
lessons to learn: Thou shalt not steal. Thou stwltheat. Thou shalt
not covet. So the man did not steal; but he cheat®dihe coveted. And
at the end of the day (when his beard was gray-whe night was
come), his teacher (who was God) said: Thou hastégl not to steal.
But the other lessons thou hast not learned. Caulk, Iny child,
tomorrow.

"This is what | have read in the faces of men anden, in the book of
the world, and in the scroll of the heavens, whsctvrit with
stars."--_Berry Benson, in The Century MagazineyM&94.

But there is still another view of Karma held byreoWestern thinkers,
who received it from the Greek mystics and ocdslitig’ho in turn are
thought to have received it from ancient Egypt. Sehpeople hold that
the Law of Karma has naught to do with Man's the=oaf ethics, or
religious dogmas or creeds, but has as the bags @perations only
Universal and Cosmic Principles of Action, applieato the atom as
well as Man--to the beings above Man as well. Arat these universal
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principles of action have to do with the evolut@all things in
Nature, according to well established laws. And tha evolving soul
is continually striving to find the path along tiees of evolution,
being urged to by the unfolding spirit within itaéthat that "path”

is always along the lines of least spiritual fiocti and therefore
along the lines of the least ultimate spiritualpaind that,
accordingly, Spiritual Pain is an indication to &elving thing that
it is on the wrong path, and that it must find &dreway
onward--which message it heeds by reason of the pad accordingly
seeks out for itself a better way, and one thdtlwihg less

spiritual pain and greater ultimate spiritual datision.

This teaching holds that all material things asmarce of more or

less pain to the growing and evolving soul, whighdss to urge it along
the line of the least spiritual resistence--thetespiritual

friction. It may be that the soul does not recogrilze direction of

the urge, and insist in tasting this material pleagso-thought) and
then that--only to find that neither satisfy--thath are Dead Sea
Fruit--that both have the thorn attached to thevéio-that all bring
pain, satiety and disgust--the consequence beatghb tired and
wearied soul, when rested by the Lethal slumbet,then re-born has a
horror and distaste for the things which disgust@dits previous

life, and is therefore urged toward opposite thinfjghe soul has not
been satiated--has not yet been pricked by theshitlibrn--it wishes
to go on further in the dream of material pleasarel so it does,

until it learns its lesson. Finally, perceiving fiodly and

worthlessness of materiality, it emerges from d@saon and, spreading
out its newly found wings, takes its flight for higr planes of action
and being--and so on, and on, and on, forever.

Under this view people are not punished "for" ttsams, but "by"
them--and "Sin" is seen to be merely a "mistaket"arcrime. And Pain
arises not as a punishment for something done Wyobgt as a warning
sign of "hands off"; and consequently Pain is stvingtby which we may
mount to higher things--to Something Better--antdapunishment. And
this idea holds, also, that on the physical plamgsal law governs,
and physical effects follow physical causes; likeavbn the mental
plane; likewise on the Spiritual Plane. And, theref it is absurd to
suppose that one suffers physical pain as a pueishfor some moral
offense committed on another plane. On the contharyever, this idea
holds that from the physical pain which was ocaaesibby the operation
of physical law alone one may develop higher gmdistates by reason
of a better understanding of the nature of pamneself and others.
And this idea refuses to recognize material plessor profits as a
reward for spiritual or moral actions.
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On the whole this last mentioned conception of Kargfuses to use the
terms "reward and punishment,” or even to entettaise ideas, but
instead sees in everything the working out of ag@osmic Plan

whereby everything rises from lower to higher, atilil higher. To it

Karma is but one phase of the great LAW operatinglliplanes and

forms of Life and the Universe. To it the idea thBHE UNIVERSE IS
GOVERNED BY LAW" is an axiom. And while to it ULTIMTE JUSTICE
is also

axiomic, it sees not in the operation of penaléied reward--merits

and demerits--the proof of that Ultimate Justicégaks for it and

finds it in the conception and realizing that ALLORKS FOR GOOD--that
Everything is tending upward--that everything istjied and just,

because the END is ABSOLUTE GOOD, and that evenyworking of the
great cosmic machinery is turning in the right diiten and to that

end. Consequently, each of us is just where heldth@uat the present
time--and our condition is exactly the very besbtimg us to that

Divine Consummation and End. And to such thinkexdged, there is no
Devil but Fear and Unfaith, and all other devils dlusions, whether

they be called Beelzebub, Mortal-Mind, or Karmahiéy produce Fear
and Unfaith in the All-Good. And such thinkers féedt the way to live
according to the Higher Light, and without fearadflalevolent Karma,

is to feel one's relationship with the Universalb@pand then to "Live

One Day at a time--Doing the Best you Know How--8&dKind"--knowing
that in the All-Good you live and move and havenjoeing, and that
outside of that All-Good you cannot stray, for #hé no

outside--knowing that THAT which brought you Herél We with you
There--that Death is but a phase of Life--and alavhat THERE IS
NOTHING TO BE AFRAID OF--and that ALL IS WELL witisod; with the
Universe; and with YOU!

FINIS.
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ADVERTISEMENT

THE HINDU-YOGI
Science of Breath

A Complete Manual of the Oriental Philosophy of 8ibgl, Mental,
Psychic, and Spiritual Development by the Intelig€ontrol of the
Breath.

By YOGI RAMACHARAKA

Synopsis:--Chapter I. The Hindu Yogis--Something@bTheir Teachings.
Chapter II. "Breath is Life"--Teachings of the Oitieand Occident
Compared. Chapter lll. The Exoteric Theory of Bre&hapter IV. The
Esoteric Theory of Breath--Prana. Chapter V. Thevbigs System--Yogi
Teachings Concerning the Solar Plexus--The So&uBla Store-House of
Prana. Chapter VI. How to Breathe--Oriental Methd@isapter VII. Four
Methods of Respiration as Classified by the Yodise Yogi Complete
Breath. Chapter VIII. How to Acquire the Yogi Coraf# Breath. Chapter
IX. Physiological Effect of the Complete Breath.apker X. Yogi
Lore--The Yogi Cleansing Breath--The Yogi Nervealiiting Breath--The
Yogi Vocal Breath. Chapter XI. Seven Yogi Develgptxercises. Chapter
XII. Chapter XllI. Vibration and Yogi Rhythmic Bréang--How to
Ascertain the Heart Beat Unit Used by the Yogish@sBasis of Rhythmic
Breathing. Chapter XIV. Phenomena of Psychic BiiegthDirections for
Yogi Psychic Breathing--Prana Distributing--Inhibg
Pain--Self-Healing--Healing Others--Distant Heali@papter XV. More
Phenomena of Yogi Psychic Breathing--Thought Pt@ee-Forming an
Aura--Recharging Yourself--Recharging Others--Chrgg/Vater--Acquiring
Mental Qualities--Controlling the Emotions--Trandation of
Reproductive Energy--Brain Stimulating--The GranoQ¥Psychic Breath.
Chapter XVI. Yogi Spiritual Breathing--Soul Consggmess--How
Unfolded--The Universal Consciousness--How the Yaitain This
Consciousness--General Directions.

75 Pages.

Price, Paper $0.53 Postpaid; Cloth $0.75 Postpaid.
| received the copy of "Science Breath" promiig | am
very much pleased with it. The simple, clearjdagmanner

in which it is written will certainly be appreté and
will enhance its usefulness. Please send me @noth
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copy.--H. W. A., Pittsburg, Pa.

The Hindu-Yogi System of
Practical Water Cure

By YOGI RAMACHARAKA

Chapter I. The Hindu-Yogi Water Cure--An Import&nranch of Hatha
Yoga--The Underlying Principle--Prana in the Watldow slow Water Loses
Prana--How Water May be Pranaized. Chapter II. MgiGreat
Remedy--Water the Basis of Life--The Important FRialyed by Water in
the Psychological Mechanism of the System--WhatéVabes, and Why.
Chapter Ill. Water Drinking--Why Man Needs Wateresd Much Water He
Needs--What He Suffers from Neglecting the Normiadotint of Fluids--An
Important Secret--Surprising Facts. Chapter 1V. $t@mach and
Intestines--A Plain, Practical, Scientific Descioptof the Organs of
Assimilation and Elimination--Something that EvemgoShould Know to be
Healthy. Chapter V. The Obstructed Sewer--A Sdienitatement
Regarding the Great Sewer of the System, Which V@legged, Obstructed
and Choked with Waste-Matter, Causes Disease arakh®#ss. Chapter VI.
The Internal Bath--The Scientific Method of Keepf@tpan the Great
Sewer of the System--A Simple Method of InternadaZiliness, and
Resulting Health. Chapter VII. The Skin--A PlainiStific Description

of the Skin, and the Part it Plays in Health ansle@se--Something that
Everyone Should Know, but Few Realize. Chapter.\8tientific
Bathing--Scientific Methods of Bathing--The ClearggsBath--The
Non-Drying Bath--The Hot Bath--The Cold Bath--Handey Baths--Private
Information. Chapter X. Pack Treatments--The WedeSlirack, and How to
Apply It--The Half Pack--The Sweat Pack--Endosmase
Exosmose--Hydropathy in a Nut Shell. Chapter X.ddtaluable
Methods--Fomentations, or Hot Steam Applicationst& Bandages and
Compresses--Hot Water Compresses, and Cold Watelagas--Special
Applications--Sexual Vitality Treatments--Specigl@lications, etc.

This book has just been published, although Yogn&zharaka wrote it
some time ago.

THE KYBALION

A STUDY OF
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The Hermetic Philosophy of Ancient
Egypt and Greece

BY THREE INITIATES
"The lips of Wisdom are closed, except to the eatdnderstanding.”

This new book is bound to attract the earnest @ttenf all students
of the Secret Doctrines of the East. Perhaps ttierbgay to describe
this work is to give you the following words froms iauthors:

"From old Egypt have come the fundamental esotsritoccult teachings
which have so strongly influenced the philosoploieall races, nations
and peoples, for several thousand years. Egyphdhe of the Pyramids
and the Sphinx, was the birthplace of the Hiddeaddim and Mystic
Teachings. From her Secret Doctrine all nationgHarrowed. India,
Persia, Chaldea, Medea, China, Japan, Assyrieem@nGreece and Rome,
and other ancient countries partook liberally atfdmast of knowledge
which the Hierophants and Masters of the Land isfds freely provided
for those who came prepared to partake of the gtest of Mystic and
Occult Lore which the master-minds of that anclant had gathered
together. In ancient Egypt dwelt the great adeptsMasters who have
never been surpassed, and who seldom have beele@duang the
centuries that have taken their processional figyinte the days of

the Great Hermes. In Egypt was located the Gredgéof Lodges of the
Mystics. At the doors of her Temples entered theptgtes who
afterward, as Hierophants, Adepts, and Mastergled to the four
corners of the earth, carrying with them the presiknowledge which
they were ready, anxious, and willing to pass atihtse who were ready
to receive the same. All students of the Occulbgaaze the debt that
they owe to these venerable Masters of that anizedt"”

THE KYBALION

The Hermetic Teachings are to be found in all laatdsong all
religions, but never identified with any particutauntry, nor with
any particular religious sect. This because ofwhening of the
ancient teachers against allowing the Secret Decto become
crystallized into a creed. The wisdom of this camitis apparent to all
students of history. The ancient occultism of Ingia Persia a
degenerated, and was largely lost, owing to thetfet the teachers
became priests, and so mixed theology with theopbphy, the result
being that much of the occultism of India and Relsis been lost
amidst the mass of religious superstition, culteeds and "gods." So
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it was with Ancient Greece and Rome. So it was wighHermetic
Teachings of the Gnostics and Early Christiansctvianere lost at the
time of Constantine, whose iron hand smotheredpbphy with the
blanket of theology.

THE HERMETIC PHILOSOPHY

"But there were always a few faithful souls who tkajve the flame,
tending it carefully, and not allowing its light become extinguished.
And thanks to these staunch hearts, and fearlesismve have the
truth still with us. But it is not found in books, any great extent.

It has been passed along from Master to Studemty itiative to
Heirophant; from lip to ear. When it was writternwdoat all, its

meaning was veiled in terms of alchemy and astkglsg that only those
possessing the key could read it aright. This wademecessary in
order to avoid the persecutions of the theologatriibe Middle Ages,
who fought the Secret Doctrine with fire and swatdike, gibbet and
cross. Even to this day there will be found but feWiable books on

the Hermetic Philosophy. Although there are cosstieferences to it

in many books written on various phases of Ocaultiand yet, the
Hermetic Philosophy is the only Master Key whichl wpen all the doors
of the Occult Teachings!

ABOUT THE BOOK

"In this book we invite you to examine into the Hetic Teachings as

set forth in THE KYBALION. We therein give you many the maxims and
precepts of THE KYBALION, accompanied by explanasi@and illustrations
which we deem likely to render the teachings masle comprehended by
the modern student, particularly as the original i® purposely

veiled in obscure terms. The trust that the mauagestts to whom we now
offer this little work will derive as much benefiom the study of its

pages as have the many who have gone on befaadjrtgethe same Path
to Mastery throughout the centuries that have ghssee the times of
HERMES TRISMEGISTUS--the Master of Masters--the &bgreat.
According

to the Teachings, this book will attract the attembf such as are

prepared to receive its Teaching. And, likewisegewthe pupil is ready

to receive the truth, then will this book come tmhor her, and not

before. Such is The Law. The Hermetic Principl€atise and Effect, in

its aspect of The Law of Attraction, will bring §@nd ear

together--pupil and book in company. 'The Pringpi¢ Truth are Seven,;
he who knows these, understandingly, possessadabie Key before
whose touch all the Doors of the Temple fly opeftie Kybalion.
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THE THREE INITIATES."
Bound in Blue Silk Cloth, Lettered in Gold, 223 Bag

Price $1.08 Postpaid.

Yoga Lessons

FOR DEVELOPING SPIRITUAL CONSCIOUSNESS
By SWAMIE A. P. MUKERJI OF INDIA

Associate Editor Kalpaka Magazine Price $1.20 net.

Yoga is a subject which has enthralled the attardicthe world from
time out of mind. No one has hitherto done justaceuch a grand
system, though there have been, now and then, iaralie attempts.

The present author, my esteemed friend, Swamie Nu&eYogi who comes
out of a successive generation of Yogis, is abte@nper instrument

to handle the subject. He, in these lessons, pesjthe layman for an
understanding of the Yoga and through a seriesisd and masterful
sayings, impresses on the mind of the reader tbesséy for rising

above materialism, nay, solves the very problema&wam [?"

Every line is pregnant with mature thoughts andtswon his attention,
and makes him think, think, think.

This is not a work for which an introduction, biyegetting forth the
contents, could be written. | can but ask you sdrealigest and
improve.

DR. T. R. SANJIVI, Ph. D., President

The Latent Light Culture
Tennevelley, India.

BOOKS PUBLISHED AND FOR SALE
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THE YOGI PUBLICATION SOCIETY

Chicago, lllinois

Price,
Postpaid.

Fourteen Lessons in Yogi Philosophy, and Oriental
Occultism. By Ramacharaka. Bound in green silk
cloth $1.10

Advanced Course in Yogi Philosophy, and Oriental
Occultism. By Ramacharaka. Bound in brown silk

cloth 1.10

Raja Yoga. By Ramacharaka. Bound in brown silk
cloth 1.10

Gnana Yoga. By Ramacharaka. Bound in blue silkiclotl.10

Psychic Healing. By Ramacharaka. Bound in maroln si
cloth 1.10

Hatha Yoga. By Ramacharaka. Bound in yellow sitktitl 1.10

Science of Breath. By Ramacharaka. Bound in p&j3er,
cloth 75

Light on the Path and lllumined Way. By M. C. Cloth .44
A Treatise on the Light on the Path. By M. C. Paper.10
A Visit to a Gnani. By Edward Carpenter. Paper .28

Jesus: The Last Great Initiate. By Edouard Schure.
Silk cloth .80

Krishna and Orpheus. By Edouard Schure. Silk cloth.80
Bhavagad Gita. By Ramacharaka .80

The Spirit of the Upanishads .55
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Mystery of Being .50
Karma. Occult Novel. By A. P. Sinnett. Cloth .60
Practical Mind Reading. By W. W. Atkinson. Cloth .50

Practical Psychomancy and Crystal Gazing. By W.

W. Atkinson. Cloth .50
Mental Influence. By W. W. Atkinson. Cloth .50
Mystic Christianity. By Ramacharaka. Pamphlet ©diti
$1.12; ready in book form, Sept 1, '08 1.10
Kybalion. By Three Initiates. Cloth 1.08
Inner Consciousness. By W. W. Atkinson .50
Secret of Success. By W. W. Atkinson .50

The Philosophies and Religions of India, by Rameattea
Cloth 1.12
COMPLETE CATALOG ON APPLICATION.

We will be pleased to send descriptive circulararigone that you
think would be interested.
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ASTROCCULT

Visit http://www.astroccult.net for astrology, numerology, occult
services, free astrology and numerology softwares and ebooks. The
services include :

horoscope preparation and life predictions
Basic Horoscope Casting
ask questions based on birth or horary astrology
marriage compatibility
lucky gemstones recommendation
sun sign / zodiac predictions
birth time rectification
annual horoscope and predictions (varshphal)
Lal Kitab (famed Indian Red Book) Remedies
Feng shui tips
Vastu tips
Panchang (daily almanac)
Current Planetary Positions (ephemeris)
Consult Napoleon's Oracle
Auspicious Time (Muhurata)
......... AND MUCH MORE

GET FREE Numerology forecast software HEAD NUMEROLOGIST. Head
Numerologist is a standard Numerology software based on Chaldean and
Pythagorean number theories. It predicts character, career, love and sex
life, health prospects, lucky stones, name / place compatibility and
important years of your life. It also gives remedial measures and occult
advice based on name, birth, fate and astrological nhumbers. Marriage
compatibility and Queries are other modules. Queries gives daily /
monthly / yearly predictions.

Other software downloads are :

qNumerologist : 100% Free Numerology Software

KUA Fortune Teller : Based on Feng Shui KUA number

Astroccult Napoleon's Oracle : Based on Napoleon's Book of Fate & Oraculum
Astroccult Rahu Kalam Calculator : Calculates Rahukalam, Yamagandam etc
Astroccult Chaughadia Muhurta Calculator : Calculates intra-day muhurtass.
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